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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 

Peter is writing to a group of people to remind them that they are "strangers in a strange land." For some of 
them, this "strangeness", is not just something they experience when they leave their homes and go out 
into the world but is also experienced inside the "safety" of their own home.  
Q: When have you ever felt uncomfortable or out of place in your own home? What caused this? What did 
you do in response to this discomfort?  
Q: Read 1 Peter 3:1-14 and then go back and read 1 Peter 2:11-25. What similarities do you see 
between the two passages? What themes/words present in 2:11-25 reoccur in 3:1-14? 
Q: How might Peter's description of the believer's proper way of life in a Pagan society be comparable to the 
believer's proper way of life in a marriage relationship? 
 
READ 1 Peter 3:1-6 
Q: Why do you think Peter felt it so important to encourage the Christian wives to submit to their husbands 
(regardless of their husband's faith)? 
Peter uses the word "adornment" (3:3) to describe the features of a person that others see and value. Peter 
discourages Christian women from "adorning" themselves with external things that fade (hair, jewelry, 
clothing) but with internal things that do not fade; things that are of great worth in God's sight (4:3).  
Q: How much of your daily energy and times goes toward maintaining external things that fade but are 
beautiful/ attractive in the sight of people?  
Q: How much of your daily energy and time goes toward maintaining internal things that do not fade and 
are beautiful in the sight of God? 
Q: Why do you think it is so easy to give time to external things that fade but not to internal things that are 
unfading? 
 
READ 1 Peter 3:7 
Peter encourages Christian husbands to treat their wives (and all other women) with "respect as the weaker 
partner (3:7)." Women in the ancient world were rarely afforded the education, rights and privileges given 
to their male counterparts. As a result, they were viewed as "weak," making them incredibly vulnerable. Yet 
surprisingly, the word translated here as respect is the same word used in 1 Peter 2:17 translated as 
"honour the emperor."  
Q: How might a Christian marriage look different, if Christian husbands were to honour their wives in the 
same way they were/are called to honour those in positions of prominence and authority?  
Q: How might the Christian community behave differently if we were to take seriously the call to "honour" 
the "weak" and most "vulnerable" members of our community and society as a whole?  
 
READ 1 Peter 3:8-14 
Peter encourages all of his readers (not just the married ones) that their response to the evil experienced at 
the hands of others should never be more evil (3:9); instead they are encouraged to respond to 
mistreatment and harm with blessing. Peter reminds them that they have been "called" (like their 
forefathers Abraham and Sarah) to be a people through whom blessing would come to the whole world 
(Gen. 12:1-3). 
Q: What does "blessing" those who treat you with evil look like? 
Q: How might a commitment to bless those who mistreat us radically change our prayer lives as Christians?  
Q: Is blessing others limited to one’s thoughts/prayers or should it impact one’s actions? 
Q: Peter quotes Psalm 34 (1 Peter 3:10-12). How might this Psalm be an encouragement to Christians when 
experiencing suffering and mistreatment? 
Q: There are many Christians who live in a home with a family member who is indifferent or antagonistic 
toward their Christian faith. How might this passage speak to them? 
This summer we are challenging you to memorize three passages from  
1 Peter. The passages are 1 Peter 1:3-9, 2:1-3, 3:15 


