
Father’s Day                                                                                                              Chartwell Baptist Church  
Luke Watson                                                                                                                            June 16, 2013  

 
Father’s Day: Re-defining the Father   

Luke 15:11-32 
Chartwell Baptist Church 

a community of faith, love and hope 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
1. Share a story from your childhood where you needed grace to be shown to you?  
 
 
2. When you think about your earthly father or someone who has had a fatherly influence in your life, what 
attribute or action about them do you appreciate the most? 
 
 
3. When you think about God as Father, what images, scripture or words come to mind? How would you 
describe to a friend what God the Father is like?   
 
 
4. Has God ever shocked you?  How has that experience changed, redefined, expanded or developed your 
understand of who God is?   
 
 
READ:  Luke 15:11-32 
5. Which character in the story do you relate to mostly easily?  Why?     
 
 
6. What was it that made the younger son want to leave his father?  What motivated his return?   
 
 
7. What do you think the younger son would have thought or felt as he walked home? As he saw his father 
run to meet him?  As he heard his father forgive, bless and restore him?  What is it about his father that he 
needed to learn/understand?   
  
 
8. Is there a “prodigal” in your life you are waiting for (praying for) to return?   
 
 
9. Why was the older son angry?  Was his hurt justified?  In your own words explain his father’s correction?  
What is it about his father that he needed to learn/understand?   
  
  
10. The older brother refused to forgive because he was bitter. His resentment rendered him just as lost to 
the father’s love as his younger brother had been.   Why do we struggle to extend grace and forgiveness to 
others?  Is there someone you have struggled to forgive?  Why?  
 
 
11. In the two preceding stories in Luke 15, the seeker actively looked for the coin and the sheep, which 
could not return by themselves.  In this story, the father watched and waited. He was dealing with a human 
being with a will of his own, but he was ready to greet his son if he returned. In the same way, God’s love is 
constant and patient and welcoming. He will search for us and give us opportunities to respond, but he will 
not force us to come to him. Like the father in this story, God waits patiently for us to come. 
How does this story summarize the gospel message?   


