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How to get from Debt…Give! 
Mark 10:17-24, 1Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 6:19-21  
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a community of faith, love and hope 

 
QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 
1. If money was no object and you could buy anything in the world (guilt free) to enjoy for a 

season what would it be?  If there was one need you would love to meet, if you could, what 
would it be?   

 
2. Describe a time when you were the blessed by significant generosity (a debt forgiven, a gift 

given, a need provided for)?  In what ways have you been able to extend generosity to 
others (giving time, money services etc.)? 
 
 

3. Why does the Bible say so much about finances?  How would you summarize the overarching 
lesson of scripture when it comes to money?  
 
 

READ Mark 10:17:24 
4. If He loved him, why did Jesus ask the rich young man to sell everything he owned and give 

his riches to the poor?  How do you think does this command apply to you and me? 
 
 

5. We have so much compared to most parts of the world.  Why don’t we believe we’re rich?  
Why do we seem to crave more?  What are the positive aspects of having so much?  The 
negative? 
 
 

6. If debt is a symptom in your life, can you identify or describe in your own words what the 
problem is?  What are some of the other symptoms, aside from debt, that may indicate that 
money is too important to us? 
 
 

READ 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
7. Paul talks about “treasure” here.  Jesus uses the same word when speaking to the Rich 

Young Man in Mark 10 and in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6.  What is this treasure? 
 
 

8. Paul speaks about the “present world” and the “coming age”.  How does the promise of 
eternity with the Lord impact your thinking about how to use your resources right now? 

 
 
9. How does giving to those in need loosen money’s grip on our lives.  How does it affect the 

symptoms you identified in question 5?  What is one step you can take right now to ensure 
you are not putting your hope in riches, but in the One who richly provides? 
 



 
The best way to ensure money does not have a grip on us is to give it away. 

 
Debt is a symptom of a much more serious problem.  The rich young man Jesus spoke to in Mark 
10 suffered from this problem. 
 
 
 
In 1 Timothy 6 Paul commands us not to put our hope in wealth which is so uncertain, but 
instead… 
 
 
 

There are many symptoms besides debt which are telltale signs that our hope is in our riches.  
This way of life is so prevalent in our world that it is very difficult not to get caught up in it. 

 
 

“The only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. ... If we live at the same level of affluence 
as other people who have our level of income, we are probably giving away too little.” – CS Lewis 

 
 

Take action: 
 Pick a percentage of income to give away that you can manage today and make this the 

first priority in your spending.   
 

 Prayerfully consider raising that percentage as God gives you the means. 
 

 What else might God be calling you to do as you reorient your lifestyle to live simply so 
that others can simply live? 

 


