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Life in the Season of Dying 
John16:1-16, Job 19:25-27 

Chartwell Baptist Church 
a community of faith, love and hope 

 
QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

 

1.  We have all been touched by the death of someone close to us.  When you think back on 
those memories what was the most difficult part of the process before and after your loved 
one passed away?  How did you handle it? 

 
 
2.  Where did you see God at work in the midst of the process?  How did he make a difference? 

 
 

 

3. Take a few minutes to discuss Dave’s Story.  How did the story impact you personally?  How 
did Dave’s story impact your view of death? 
 
 

4. To what extent are you able to talk about your death with family and friends? 
 
 

5. Given that we will die, how then shall we live?  What does ‘dying now’ look like for you? 
 
 

6. What are one or two things that you would want friends and family to say about you after you 
die?   
 
 

7. How can your death be a source of life for others?   
 
 
READ:  Job 19:25-27; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Hebrews 9:27-28 
8. What lessons do these passages of wisdom literature give us about life, death and the nature 

of humanity?   
 
 

READ:  John 16:1-16 
9. What is the promise that Jesus makes?  Why is he able to give us this assurance?  How are 

we able to “take hold” of this promise?   
 
 

10. Is it enough that Jesus died for us and offers us eternity?  Why? 
 
 
11. What needs to change now in order for you to prepare for a good, life-giving death? 
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Loving Well allows us to Live Well 
 Living Well prepares us to Die Well 

                                       Dying Well produces New Life 
 
 
1.  Dave’s Story 
 
2.  Death is completely normal – we all die. 
 
    Death is completely abnormal – we’ve been created for eternity. 
 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts 
of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.    
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 
 
3.  Dying Now! 
 
The most important thing to do in preparing for a good death is to die now. 
 

The real death – the passage from time into eternity, from the transient beauty of this world 
to the lasting beauty of the next, from darkness into light – has to be made now.       

~ Henri Nouwen (The Inner voice of Love) 
 
 
Vicky’s Story 
 
 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.   Galatians 2:20 
  
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  John 12:24 
 
 
4.  Will our death be no more than another cause for sadness? 
 
Can our death actually be good for others? 
Can our death give new life, new hope and new faith to our friends and family? 

 
Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is 
for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 

 
I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

~ Jesus (John 16: 5-7, 12-13) 



 
Perhaps the most surprising dimension of death is the new life that emerges. 
 
 
 
5.  The Death of Children 

 
What else could one do but stand in quiet reverence before such a sudden intervention 
of God?    

~Johann Christoff Arnold (I Tell You A Mystery) 
 

Our child lived so that those of us who were around him would be inspired by the same love; so 
that in leaving us and going home to God, who is Love itself, we are drawn all the closer to each 

other.  My wife and I were never so close to each other as now, and we never before felt in 
ourselves such a need for love, nor such an aversion to any discord or any evil.   ~ Leo Tolstoy 

 
Even the most unlearned of men knows that the truly important matters of life are those 
for which we have no words.  Yet we must speak of them.  We speak, as it were, around 

them, under them, through them, but not directly of them.  Perhaps the Master of the 
Universe thought it best not to give us those words, for to possess them is to 

comprehend the awesome mysteries of creation and death, and such comprehension 
might well make life impossible for us.  Hence in His infinite wisdom and compassion the 
Master of the Universe gave us the obscure riddle rather than the revealing word.  Thus 

we should give thanks to him and bless His name. 
    ~ Chaim Potok (The Gift of Asher Lev) 
 
 
 
6.  There is more going on than we know. 
 
Job’s Story 
 
In the midst of unspeakable personal tragedy, Job chases after God and demands answers. 
 
God meets Job in a most remarkable and life-changing way – not with answers but with Himself. 
 
There is much we do not know, but … 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth.  And 
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see Him 
with my own eyes – I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!   
   ~ Job (19:25-27) 

 
 

It is enough. 
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