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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
  
1. When you think about the baptisms we witnessed on Sunday what struck you?  Have you been baptized?  
If “yes”, what were the circumstances that led up to that decision? Describe it.  If “no”, why not? What 
questions do you have? 
 
 
2.  Have you ever witnessed something so incredible that you wouldn’t have believed it if you hadn’t 
witnessed it with your own eyes? When have you ever made a surprising discovery, (i.e. finding an object, 
understanding a new truth, getting to know someone in a new way etc.)?  How did that discovery affect 
you? 
 
READ:  Mark 15:42-16:8 
3.  What is significant about the people present for Jesus’ burial (15:40-47)?  What does that teach us about 
the gospel?   
 
 
4.  What do verses 42-47 tell us about Joseph?  What risks does he run by taking responsibility for Jesus 
burial?   
 
 
5.  What are the women expecting to find when they go to the tomb?  What do they see instead (6:4-5)?  
What is the transition in their emotions?  What do they do in reaction to what they see and hear (6:6-8)?  
Why is “fear” an appropriate response to what they have witnessed?  Is “fear” ever an appropriate response 
in our own lives?  When?  Why?  
 
 
6.  In the ancient world women were not considered reliable witnesses.  Why does Mark’s mention of them 
here actually help validate this story?  Why is it significant that Peter is mentioned by name in 16:7?  What 
reassurance can we draw from the Lord’s forgiveness of Peter (see 3:28)?   
 
 
7.  The earliest and best manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel end at 16:8.  Why is this an appropriate ending to 
the gospel story?  Why do you think that others may have later added verses 9-20 as a postscript to the 
Gospel?   
 
 
8.  How can this passage reinforce our commitment and calling to sharing the good news of Christ with 
others?    
 
 
9.  Think back over the last six weeks- what have you learned, rediscovered or appreciated about this study 
of Mark?  How has your understand of the gospel and the kingdom been enriched?  Is there anything that 
still confuses, intrigues or bothers you?   What do you take away?  What questions do you still have?   
 


