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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
 
1.  Think ahead to something that you are looking forward to in the coming year.  Think back to 
something you have done or a place you have visited that gave you a great sense of excitement.  
Why did it affect you that way? 
 

 
 READ:  Mark 11:1-25  
2.  In what ways is the significance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem reinforced?  Why do the people 
react with such wild enthusiasm?  What do Zechariah 9:9-10 and 14:4 indicate Jesus is saying 
about himself?    
 

 
3.  Why are we so quick to complain and so slow to celebrate?  How can we make genuine joy 
and thanksgiving part of our daily experience?  .    
 

 
4.  Why does Jesus condemn the fig tree?  Why do you think Mark sandwiches the story of the 
temple clearing in the middle of this account?  What is he saying about those who worship at the 
temple?  How does this apply to us?   
 

 
5.  Why is Jesus so angry at what is taking place in the temple?  How do our attitudes and 
actions sometimes get in the way of God’s purposes in our life?   
 
 
6.  What does Jesus teach us about prayer in verses 23-25.?  How does this help shape the 
priority and practice of prayer in our own life?   
 
 
READ Mark 15 
8.  In what sense is Barnabas a stand in for every believer?   
 
 
10. Mark builds up the story of the crucifixion through a series of details, stories and scenes, one 
swiftly following the other.   What short snapshots does Mark capture?  What do they teach us 
about Jesus’ death?   
 
11.  What is ironic about the taunts people make to Jesus on the cross?   
 
 
12.  How is Jesus’ cry in verse 34 the climax to is suffering? In what ways is the centurion’s 
confession a climax to the whole of Mark’s Gospel (compare 15:38-39 with 1:1, 10-11; 8:28-30)?  
 


