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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

1. Have you ever been in a situation when you had to feed a large number of people and wonder how you were going to 
do it (party, unexpected guest, emergency)?  What did you do and how did it turn out?  When have you seen God use 
meager resources to meet a challenging situation? 
 
READ: Mark  6:30-44 

2. This short time in the boat is the only time Jesus has alone with the disciples.  It had been a long hectic day before they 
had left and it was going to be equally chaotic on the other side.  Sound familiar?  How do you find time to slow down 
and be with Jesus?  Do you have a “solitary place” where you can find “rest”?  Do you have a regular devotional time? 
 What resources do you use?  What is your routine?  How can we all build these moment(s) of rest and renewal into our 
days/weeks?    
 
3. Despite the fact that Jesus and the disciples had planned for some time away when they got to the other side they 
discover the crowds had gotten there first.  How does Jesus respond to this interruption of his break?   

4.  Why do the disciples want to send the people away?  What is Jesus’ challenge to them instead?  How do the disciples 
respond?  Why?  

5. Jesus has four things:  compassion, some simple resources, a plan and faith in God.  How does he use what he has to 
meet the need?  What does this teach us about meeting the needs we see around us? 

6. How is Jesus kingship and rule different than that of Herod?    

READ: Mark 6:45-56 

7. It is about 3 a.m. when the disciples see Jesus walking on the sea.  What array of emotions do they go through? 

8. It says the disciples did not understand what was happening because their hearts were hardened.  What have they not 
understood about Jesus?  What causes our hearts to be hardened and perhaps more importantly how do we keep our 
hearts tender towards God and others?     

9. The chapter ends with a rerun of events.  People come to Jesus for healing and he doesn’t turn them away despite the 
fact that this wasn’t his primary reason for being there.  How can you show compassion and help others even when 
people interrupt your plans? 
 


