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DDorothy Brown has been through a lot in 89 years: the death 
of her son, the loss of her husband, and more storms and bad 
weather than she could ever begin to count. 

But when Hurricane Joaquin arrived at her door nearly two 
years ago, there was something different. “I prayed,” she said. 
“The rain, it just wouldn’t stop.” 

And throughout the weekend of October 1, 2015, she 
watched as the waters seeped slowly through the weeds and grass, 
inching closer and closer to her home.

When it was over, both Brown and her home had survived. 
Yet as time passed, it became more and more obvious that con-
siderable damage had been done.

The little yellow house had been theirs since 1974, and her 
husband had always kept it in immaculate shape, surrounding 
it with a brick façade so that few knew it was, in fact, a mobile 
home. But as the months after Joaquin passed, part of the roof 
collapsed, the floors began to shift, and the bathroom floor 
seemed spongy.

It was nearly a year after Joaquin that Lavada Smith, a disaster 
case manager with Lutheran Services Carolinas, came into her 
life, bringing with her hundreds of volunteers from all over the 

country – just a few at a time.
According to Smith, because of the mold and concerns that 

the bathroom floor was about to fall in, repairs to Brown’s home 
became a priority. LSC was able to use funding from FEMA, the 
Red Cross, and discretionary funding from the South Carolina 
Synod to get the work done.

Brown quickly began packing for a trip to New York where 
she stayed with her daughter while volunteers from Brethren 
Disaster Ministries and others began stabilizing her home. She 
remained there until New Year’s Day when she came back to 
participate in the rest of the renovations. 

The repairs at the Brown home were led by Kim Gingerich, 
long-term project leader for BDM. “She is such a grateful and 
joyful person,” Gingerich said. “It was an honor to be able to 
serve her.”

The people who worked on her home were from all over the 
country – Ohio, California, Virginia – and from many denomi-
nations: Church of the Brethren, United Church of Christ, Ro-
man Catholic, Lutheran, and more. Brown was moved to tears 
when about 20 of those volunteers joined her for worship at her 
church, Zion Chapel Baptist, the Sunday before the project was 
completed.

‘The rain, it just wouldn’t stop’
A South Carolina woman finds hope and friends through 

LSC’s case management program

About 40 volunteers and family members joined Dorothy Brown, standing on the left in front of the door with project leader Kim 
Gingerich, at a homecoming and blessing Feb. 23 to celebrate the restoration of her home in Columbia.



 13J U N E  2 017

Bernice Rhyne makes her home at Trinity Glen in Winston-Sa-
lem, which is a beautiful place. But sometimes even people who 
live in lovely places surrounded by kind and caring people have 
bad dreams, and Bernice was having vivid and frightening dreams  
about someone chasing her.

But in the dreams, a golden retriever ran beside her and protected 
her. 

Several years ago, the golden retriever of Bernice’s dreams came 
to life in the form of Murphy, a therapy dog who started visiting 
Trinity Glen with his owner, Julie Williams. 

When the two met, Murphy put his front paws on Bernice’s bed, 
as if he wanted to hug her, says Robin Hermida, the Trinity Glen 
life enrichment coordinator. 

“I hugged him till I cried,” Bernice said. 
Bernice and Murphy continued to bond on subsequent visits. 

When Bernice moved into a different room on the other side of 
the building, Murphy seemed to know. Instead of heading left after 
entering Trinity Glen, as he normally did, he made a beeline to 
the right, leading Julie straight down the hall into Bernice’s room, 
laying his head on her lap as usual. 

Murphy is a Certified Therapy Dog who had a previous life as 
a show dog. His American Kennel Club name is “Crescent Gold-
storm Who’s the Man.” 

Fortunately, his fans at Trinity Glen can just call him Murphy.
“He loves bringing happiness to others,” Julie says.

Trinity Glen resident Bernice Rhyne shares some love with 
Murphy, a visiting therapy dog.

The dog of her dreams: Therapy dog brings joy to Trinity Glen resident

 “I can’t thank them enough,” Brown 
says. “I get on my knees and I pray. I can’t 
find the words. I can’t say enough, so I 
pray.”

About 40 volunteers and family joined 

with Brown at a homecoming and blessing 
Feb. 23 to celebrate the restoration of her 
home. In a moving dedication ceremony 
marking the end of their time with her, 
volunteers presented Brown with a beau-

tiful quilt, handmade by Church of the 
Brethren members. 

“I am just so thankful. I couldn’t have 
made it without them. Now I have friends 
and my Lord.”

Above: Dorothy Brown welcomes
volunteers to her

homecoming celebration.
Right: Back in her home, Brown enjoys 

sitting on the porch with her dogs.


