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2016 Statewide Amendments – Alabama – November 8, 2016 – LWV of East Alabama 

(1) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to establish procedures to ensure that 

no more than three of the members of the Auburn University Board of Trustees shall have terms that expire 

in the same calendar year and to add two additional at-large members to the board to enhance diversity on the 

board. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-217) 

Summary - This amendment would increase the number of trustees on the Auburn University Board of 

Trustees from 15 to 17 members by adding two additional members-at-large.  These "at-large" members are to 

reflect the diversity of the state and would allow the appointment of innovators and leaders regardless of 

where they live.  In addition, it would adjust the terms of the trustees so that only the terms of three of them 

expire in a single year. 

The text of the amendment is found at http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010851.PDF  

Yes - For the Measure A "YES" vote supports the addition of two at-large members to the board, increasing 

its diversity in gender, racial, and economic terms. It also adjusts the terms of the members of the board to 

ensure continuity of experience on the board.  

No - Against the Measure A "NO" vote retains the current composition and organization of the board.  

(2) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to prohibit any monies from the State 

Parks Fund, the Parks Revolving Fund, or any fund receiving revenues currently deposited in the State Parks 

Fund or the Parks Revolving Fund, and any monies currently designated pursuant to statute for the use of the 

state parks system from being transferred for another purpose other than the support, upkeep, and 

maintenance of the state parks system. 

Notwithstanding, in the event that guest revenues to the State Parks Revolving Fund exceed the threshold of 

$50 million (as annually adjusted based on increases in the consumer price index) in a fiscal year, the sales and 

use and cigarette tax revenue distributed to benefit the State Parks System shall be reduced in the following 

fiscal year.  The amount of the reduction shall correspond to the amount of guest revenue to the State Parks 

Revolving Fund exceeding the threshold.  The amount of tax revenue not distributed to benefit the State Parks 

System shall be distributed to the General Fund. 

Proposing an amendment to Amendment 617 of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to allow the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources the option to provide for the operation and management, 

by non-state entities, of hotels, golf courses, and restaurants at any applicable state parks in Alabama. 

(Proposed by Act No. 2016-145) 

Summary - Under current law, some revenues generated at state parks may be spent by the Legislature for 

purposes other than maintaining the state parks. Over the past year several state parks have closed because 

park funds were used to fund budget shortfalls.  Additionally, current law (with some exceptions) requires the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to operate and maintain all state park lands and facilities.   

Amendment 2 would prevent the Legislature from spending monies earmarked for state parks on anything but 

the support, upkeep, and maintenance of the parks until the parks funds acquire $50 million (which will be 

adjusted for inflation) in a fiscal year.  If this happens, monies collected over this threshold amount would be 

diverted into the general fund.  It would also allow, but not require, certain state park lands and facilities that 
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offer overnight lodging or golfing to be operated and maintained by an entity other than the Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources.  

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011352.PDF  

Yes - For the Measure A "YES" vote means that revenues generated for state parks would be much more 

likely to be used for maintaining state parks. In addition, organizations with experience in the hospitality field 

or in resort or golf course management could operate and maintain state-owned facilities in state parks.  

No - Against the Measure A "NO" vote means that the legislature would continue to be able to spend 

revenues generated by state parks for purposes other than maintaining state park lands and facilities, and all 

state park lands and facilities would remain exclusively operated by the Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources.  

(3) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to revise the procedure for adoption of 

local constitutional amendments to provide that a proposed constitutional amendment the Legislature 

determines without a dissenting vote applies to only one county or a political subdivision within one or more 

counties shall be adopted as a valid part of the constitution by a favorable vote of a majority of the qualified 

electors of the affected county or the political subdivision and county or counties in which the political 

subdivision is located, who vote on the amendment. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-44) 

Summary - Amendment 3 would change the existing method for deciding whether a proposed constitutional 

amendment should be voted on only by the voters of the affected local community or by the voters of the 

entire state.  Currently for the vote to occur in the local county only, the proposed amendment must be 

approval by at least a three-fifths vote of the elected members of each house of the Legislature with no 

dissenting vote cast and then be approved by a majority vote of the Local Constitutional Amendment 

Commission. The commission is composed of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, Attorney General, and Secretary of State. Amendment 3 abolishes the Local Constitutional 

Amendment Commission and establishes the legislature as the deciding body.   

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010676.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that each house of the legislature (after having passed the text 

of a proposed constitutional amendment) would be required to pass a resolution declaring how the 

amendment is to be voted upon (either state-wide or locally). If there is any dissent on the resolution, the 

amendment will be placed on the ballot state-wide. This amendment takes the ballot decision away from the 

commission and gives it to the legislature.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that the present method of deciding whether a proposed 

constitutional amendment should be voted on locally or statewide will continue.  

(4) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to authorize each county commission 

in the state to establish, subject to certain limitations, certain programs related to the administration of the 

affairs of the county. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-220) 

Summary - Amendment 4 gives County Commissioners limited power to adopt policies and programs 

relating to county personnel, litter-free public roads and public property, public transportation, safety on 

public roads, county offices, and emergency assistance – all without asking permission from the Legislature or 

http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011352.PDF
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requiring a vote of the citizens. It does not allow the county commission to levy taxes or fees, to establish a 

program that would infringe on property rights, to repeal or amend an existing local law, or to change the 

compensation, duties, terms of office, powers, or duties of elected officials.  The amendment would not apply 

to Jefferson County. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010854.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that county commissioners would be able to act more 

legislatively. They could enact a limited range of local policies and programs without getting the approval of 

the state legislature or county voters. Even so, they could not levy taxes or fees or alter existing taxes or fees 

on their own.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that county commissioners could still propose some limited 

local policies but these policies could only be adopted by a vote of citizens in unincorporated areas.  

(5) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to repeal and restate the provisions of 

Article III of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901 relating to separation of powers to modernize the language 

without making any substantive change, effective January 1, 2017. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-200) 

Summary - This amendment modernizes wording and reorganizes sections of the 1901 Alabama Constitution 

that deal with the distribution of power in state government. It does not change the substance of these 

powers.  Currently Article III divides state government into three branches (legislative, executive, and judicial) 

with clear separation of the function of each branch.  Amendment 582 states that a court does not have the 

power to order the disbursement of state funds unless this expenditure is approved by the legislature.  In 

addition, these current portions of our constitution contain outdated language (“departments” are used instead 

of “branches”, “body of magistracy”, etc.). 

The text of this amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010834.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote would allow the governmental functions mentioned in Article III and 

Amendment 582 to be combined into one place in the constitution and would modernize its language.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that the language concerning the separation of power would 

be stated in the same outdated terms and in the same parts of our constitution.  

(6) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to become operative January 1, 2017, to 

repeal and replace Article VII, Impeachments. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-199) 

Summary - This amendment is an example of the Constitution Revision Commission’s work in reforming our 

state constitution article by article. It revises how certain public officials may be impeached and removed from 

office.  Our current constitution does not specify the number of votes required for the removal of one of 

these officials; it also allows some non-elected public officials to be removed by impeachment. 

Amendment 6 would modernize the impeachment article by removing the State Superintendent of Education 

(who is appointed) and adding the members of the State Board of Education, district attorneys and district 

court judges as officials subject to impeachment. (Other officials subject to impeachment are: the Governor, 

Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General State Auditor, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, Commissioner of 

Agriculture, and members of the Alabama Supreme Court). More importantly, it would require a two-thirds 
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majority vote of the Alabama Senate for removal from office. It does not change the reasons for which an 

official can be impeached. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010833.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote supports the idea of a supermajority vote needed for the state senate to 

impeach our elected state officials as well as the modification of the list of officers that may be removed by 

impeachment.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote opposes this proposal and makes no change to the impeachment 

article of the constitution.  

(7) Relating to Etowah County, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide that the 

employees of the Office of Sheriff of Etowah County, except for the chief deputy, chief of detention, chief of 

administration, chief of investigation, director of communications, and food service manager, shall be under the 

authority of the of the Personnel Board of the Office of the Sheriff of Etowah County. (Proposed by Act No. 2015-97) 

Summary - This amendment – which only applies to Etowah County - proposes to place employees of the Etowah 

County Sheriff’s Office under the authority of the Personnel Board of the Office of the Sheriff of Etowah County, a 

board that was created by the legislature in 2015. It would apply to all Etowah County Sheriff’s Office employees except 

for the chief deputy, the chief of detention, the chief of administration, the chief of investigation, the director of 

communications, and the food service manager. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010730.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote would allow the Sheriff’s Personnel Board to apply different work-related 

policies and to control the pay of Sheriff’s Office personnel independent of that of other Etowah County employees. It 

assumes that different policies should apply to law enforcement personnel because law enforcement officers are active 

seven days per week and other county employees are not.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that Etowah County Sheriff’s Office employees would remain (as 

they are now) under the authority of the Etowah County Personnel Board and the Sheriff’s Personnel Board would 

dissolve.  

(8) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to declare that it is the public policy of 

Alabama that the right of persons to work may not be denied or abridged on account of membership or 

nonmembership in a labor union or labor organization; to prohibit an agreement to deny the right to work, or 

place conditions on prospective employment, on account of membership or nonmembership in a labor union 

or labor organization; to prohibit an employer from requiring its employees to abstain from union 

membership as a condition of employment; and to provide that an employer may not require a person, as a 

condition of employment or continuation of employment, to pay dues, fees, or other charges of any kind to 

any labor union or labor organization. (Proposed by Act No. 2016-86) 

Summary - This amendment would make current Alabama laws about the “right to work” part of our state 

constitution. “Right to work” laws guarantee that no employee can be forced to join a union or to give up 

union membership as a condition of employment. They also prohibit employers and unions entering into 

contracts that require the use of unionized workers.  Amendment 8 would not apply to contracts already in 

force by November 8, 2016.  

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011291.PDF 

http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010833.PDF
http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0010730.PDF
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Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote supports making our current right to work laws a part of our state 

constitution. This would make them more difficult to change or remove.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote opposes this proposal and leaves the ‘right to work” laws in force 

but not part of our state constitution.  

(9) Relating to Pickens County, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide that a 

person who is not over the age of 75 at the time of qualifying for election or at the time of his or her appointment may 

be elected or appointed to the office of Judge of Probate of Pickens County. (Proposed by Act No. 2016-120) 

Summary - Currently, the Alabama Constitution states that only persons 70 years of age or younger may be elected or 

appointed to any state judicial seat. This amendment would allow the Probate Judge of Pickens County to be elected or 

appointed up to age 75.   For all other judicial seats in the state, the maximum age at election or appointment would 

remain at 70. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011327.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote would make allow candidates for Probate Judge in Pickens County to be 75 

years of age at election or appointment.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote would mean that there is no exception for the judicial age requirement in 

Pickens County.  

(10) Relating to Calhoun County, proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide that any 

territory located in the county would be subject only to the police jurisdiction and planning jurisdiction of a municipality 

located wholly or partially in the county. (Proposed by Act No. 2016-144) 

Summary - Under current law, cities in Alabama can establish police jurisdictions and planning jurisdictions outside of 

their corporate limits.  This amendment would forbid cities not located completely or partially within Calhoun County 

from extending their police and/or planning jurisdictions into Calhoun County.  Although it pertains only to Calhoun 

County, it must pass in a state-wide vote in order to go into effect. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011351.PDF  

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that no police or planning jurisdiction may extend into Calhoun County 

from a municipality that is outside the county.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that these jurisdictions are allowed to extend into Calhoun County 

from municipalities outside the county.  

(11) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, to permit cities and 

counties, notwithstanding any existing constitutional restrictions, to utilize tax increment district revenues 

collected within a Major 21st Century Manufacturing Zone and other moneys to incentivize the establishment 

and improve various types of manufacturing facilities located or to be located in such Zone, and to validate 

and confirm the Major 21st Century Manufacturing Zone Act, Act No. 2013-51. (Proposed by Act No. 2016-

267) 

Summary - The Major 21st Century Manufacturing Zone Act, passed in 2013, allowed Alabama cities and 

counties to create special zones to incentivize industrial development and reclaim blighted areas. Pledging 

future tax increases as collateral to borrow money to purchase blighted properties, cities could then sell these 

properties to developers or to manufacturing concerns. The original legislation required that cities or counties 
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sell these properties at fair market value, so that those governmental bodies would not be considered to be 

invested in a private enterprise, in violation of the State Constitution. Amendment 11 removes this 

impediment, and allows governing bodies within these special zones to determine their own selling prices of 

properties within the zone. It is thought that rehabilitating properties in this way attracts developers and 

manufacturers to economically distressed areas, thus improving the local economy. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011475.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that local governing bodies within the “Major 21st Century 

Manufacturing Zones” may sell city or county owned properties in that zone below fair market value in order 

to attract economic development to the zone. In addition, it would validate and confirm the “Major 21st 

Century Manufacturing Zone Act”.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that publicly owned properties within these special zones 

must be sold at fair market value. The other stipulations of the “Major 21st Century Manufacturing Zone Act” 

will still be in force even though they are not incorporated into the constitution.  

(12) Relating to municipalities in Baldwin County; proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to 

authorize the Legislature by general or local law to provide for any municipalities in the county to incorporate a toll 

road and bridge authority as a public corporation in the municipality for the construction and operation of toll roads 

and bridges in the municipality and to authorize the authority to issue revenue bonds to finance the projects. (Proposed 

by Act No. 2016-274) 

Summary - This amendment authorizes the legislature to permit any municipality in Baldwin County to create and 

incorporate a toll road and bridge authority for the purpose of building and operating toll roads and bridges in that 

municipality. This authority would have the power to issue revenue bonds to finance its projects and could accept 

additional funding from a Baldwin County or Alabama state entity (including the Alabama Department of 

Transportation) or from another municipality in Baldwin County.  This amendment pertains only to Baldwin County 

but must be approved by voters state-wide before it goes into effect.  

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011482.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that these municipal corporations may be created, seek funding, and 

build and operate toll roads and bridges in the municipality. Many think that Baldwin County needs such roads and 

bridges to reduce traffic congestion, serve as evacuation routes during the weather events that plague low-lying coastal 

areas and assist tourists in reaching their destinations. Given that shortages frequently occur in the state’s General Fund, 

some area legislators argue there is a low probability that the state could fund such projects.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that this mechanism for funding roads and bridges will not exist. 

Many believe that these extensive infrastructure projects are not needed because they will only overburden a sensitive 

and fragile coastal environment by increasing the population pressure.  

(13) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to repeal any existing age restriction 

on the appointment, election, or service of an appointed or elected official, with the exception of persons 

elected or appointed to a judicial office, and to prohibit the Legislature from enacting any law imposing a 

maximum age limitation on the appointment, election, or service of any appointed or elected official. 

(Proposed by Act No. 2016-429) 

Summary - Currently, Alabama does not have any age restrictions on elected or appointed state office holders 

except for the judiciary.  No state judge may be elected or appointed after the age of 70. This amendment 
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would not only remove maximum age restrictions but would also prohibit the legislature from imposing any 

maximum age restriction in the future on any state appointed or elected official except for judges. 

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011645.PDF  

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote enshrines in the constitution the prohibition against maximum age 

restrictions on holding elected or appointed state office except for state judge. In addition, it prohibits any 

future legislative attempts to impose such age restrictions.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that the current lack of age restrictions will continue but the 

possibility remains that a future legislature could enact them.  

(14) Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to amend Amendment 448 to the 

Constitution of Alabama of 1901, now appearing as Section 71.01 of the Official Recompilation of the 

Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, to ratify, approve, validate, and confirm the application of any 

budget isolation resolution relating to a bill proposing a local law adopted by the Legislature before November 

8, 2016, that conformed to the rules of either body of the Legislature at the time it was adopted. (Proposed by 

Act No. 2016-430) 

Summary - In Alabama, laws approved before the budget is adopted must first have a “budget isolation 

resolution” passed.  This amendment modifies the numbers of votes needed to pass a “budget isolation 

resolution” for local laws. In 1984, the House changed its rules to allow “budget isolation resolutions” for 

local bills to be passed by 3/5 of the members present and voting.  This required fewer votes than the former 

House rule requirement of “3/5 of the members present.”  

The text of the amendment is found at: http://arc-sos.state.al.us/PAC/SOSACPDF.001/A0011646.PDF 

Yes - For the Measure A “YES” vote means that the local laws passed since 1984 according to the House 

rule change will be considered approved.  

No - Against the Measure A “NO” vote means that these local laws remain in place but are subject to legal 

challenges.  
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