
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPEN A WORLD OF POSSIBLE:  
FROM BABIES IN OUR LAPS TO 
TWEENS IN BOOK 
CLUBS…STAYING IN 
CONVERSATION AND STAYING 
CLOSE WITH BOOKS AS OUR 
PARTNERS 
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Three Thoughts for Today 

1. Read to and with your children well after they 
“learn to read” independently. 

 

2. Short texts and “TEXTTalks” are powerful 
parenting partners. 

 

3. Believe it or not we have time now, and now 
is the time! 

 

 



What Does it Mean to Read Well? 

Reading, when engaging and 
successful, calls us to 
action…emotional, intellectual and 
often social action!  Reading, when 
engaging and successful, can and 
should change one’s view of the world 
and how to live in more aware and 
involved ways within it. 

 



  Every Child Is A Thinker, Wonderer and Reader 

“My child just isn’t that into 
reading.” 

“My child just won’t stop 
reading!” 

 



Parent~Child~Teacher 

 Define what “high quality” reading means 
regardless of the level of text being read. 

  
 Nurture a robust reading life for your child and 

for yourself, keeping in mind the importance 
of variety AND volume. 

  
 Stay in-tune with and support the reading 

work happening in your child’s classroom 
(Read Alouds; Reading Units of Study) 

 
 

 



Books, Books, Everywhere! 

Simply 
having books 
everywhere 
and 
accessible 
increases the 
likelihood of 
them finding 
their way 
into kids’ 
hands. 



Life On the Go…Life In the Car! 

 Audio Books 
 E-Readers 
 Reading Games for 

Electronics 
 News Radio…and 

TALK! 
 Pack seat pockets 
Informational Texts 
Kids Magazines 

 
 

 
 



Raising Kids Through Books 

 Books present endless 
opportunities for 
learning with, listening 
to and raising your 
child. 

 

 See books as your 
partners in engaging 
your children in 
conversations about 
history, society, culture, 
humanity and LIFE! 

 

 



Picture Books…BIG Thinking! 

Younger Readers Older Readers 



ALL books, ALL kids…BIG Thinking! 

 New or modified information 

 New or modified questions 

 New or modified interests 

 New or modified opinions 

 New or modified perspectives 

 New or modified values 

 New or modified empathy 

 New or modified conviction 

 Emerging not just entertained 
but also thinking and wondering 
about things you may not have 
been before the journey into the 
book…whether 5 or 95! 

 

 



 

Ignorance is not so much not knowing 

an answer as it is not knowing that 

there is a question, not being able to 

think when thinking is required. 
     

     Frank Smith; Essays into Literacy 



Supporting The Big Picture 

 What did you read 
today? 

 Tell me what your 
book is about? 

 Is that a good book? 

 Let’s find a more 
challenging book. 

 You should read… 

 Why aren’t you 
reading… 

 

 

 

 What does the book you’re 
reading have you thinking 
about?  Wondering?  Why? 

 What are you loving/not 
loving about the book you’re 
reading?  Is it what you 
expected?  Why? 

 What is your class reading 
during Read Aloud time?  
What are you guys talking 
about?  Any good 
conversations or debates? 

Rather than… Try… 



Just a Few Great Websites 

trelease-on-reading.com 

 

planetesme.blogspot.com 

 

guysread.com 

 

wegivebooks.org  

 

 

 

 

 

storynory.com 

 

storylineonline.net 

 

thechildrensbookreview.com 

 

lookingglassreview.com/books 

 



Finding Time for What It Is All About… 

Nothing to Do 

By Douglas 
Wood 



Some “Take Away” Thoughts 

 Reading with your child is as much about LIFE as it 
is about reading. 

 Reading is not passive, it is busy! 

 Discussing books with a spirit of debate/defending 
ideas and personal opinions supports high quality 
reading. 

 Avoid “Chapter Book Mania” as the end goal. 

 Reading levels do not define readers! 

 Stay involved and… 

KEEP READING TO AND WITH YOUR CHILD 
EVEN AFTER S/HE HAS LEARNED TO READ! 

 



High Quality Reading 

     

A truly good book teaches me better than to 
read it.  I must soon lay it down, and 
commence living on its hint....what I 
began by reading, I must finish by acting.  

    
       ~Henry David Thoreau 

 
 


