
Welcome to Murray Avenue School!   
 
School starts in just a few short weeks and there are some important pieces of information we would 
like to share to help you get ready to start the school year.  The Murray Avenue Parent Teacher 
Association provides a wide range of services and enrichment programs to our children, teachers and 
parents.  Some examples of the PTA’s contributions to our school community include the new 
beautiful garden that you see growing in the front of school, the annual science fair, the ever-popular 
yearbook, cultural arts programming for all grades, art appreciation programs in all classes, after 

school clubs, an annual theater arts production and much more.   
 
GET INVOLVED 
The PTA website http://mamkschoolspta.org/murray/	  is an excellent place to learn about all of the programs and events 
that the PTA offers, as well as the myriad of volunteer opportunities that are available to fit all schedules and interests.  
Click on the “Volunteers” tab to learn about all of the committees and sign up to help. Your contribution of time and 
energy makes Murray Avenue a great place to learn and grow! 
	  
STAY INFORMED 
The PTA communicates almost entirely via e-mail, and our weekly newsletter “Tiger Talk” highlights some of the exciting 
things happening in our school that you won’t want to miss, such as yearbook order deadlines, after school club and 
musical sign ups, spirit wear orders, etc!   You will be automatically enrolled to receive PTA emails based on the email 
addresses we have on file.  We strongly encourage that at least one member of your household remains on the email 
distribution list in order to receive important updates related to PTA-sponsored activities.  
 
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 
Traffic congestion around school at arrival and dismissal times is heavy.  To reduce the chaos and any potential danger to 
our kids, the PTA and the school administration have implemented some programs and guidelines for school drop-off and 
pick-up.   It is very important that you AND YOUR CAREGIVERS read and familiarize yourselves with the guidelines 
printed on the back of this letter and found in “Traffic” under the “Parent Programs” tab on the PTA website.  Help make 
student drop-off and pick-up safe by reviewing that information with anyone who will be dropping-off or picking-up your 
child.   
 
Please also note that there is NO SUPERVISION on any of the playgrounds before 8:30 a.m.  Please do not drop off your 
child for unsupervised play before that time. 
 
 

IMPORTANT BACK-TO-SCHOOL DATES 
Please make note of the following important back-to-school dates: 
 
September 3rd    9:00 and 10:45 am – Kindergarten & New Parent Coffees (Library) 
September 8th 6:00 to 8:15 pm – Back to School Night Kindergarten through Grade 2 (6:00 Grade 2; 6:45 Grade 1; 7:30 

Kindergarten) 
September 9th   6:00 to 8:15 pm – Back to School Night Grades 3 through 5 (6:00 Grade 5, 6:45 Grade 4; 

  7:30 Grade 3) 
September 12th   3:15 pm – Ice Cream Social (Large Playground)  
September 19th   9:15 am – PTA General Membership Meeting and Presentation by Assistant Superintendent for  

  Curriculum & Instruction Annie Ward (Large Cafeteria) 
 
 

Enjoy the remaining days of summer and hope to see you  
at Murray on September 3rd for the first day of school! 

Anne Randall and Pam Brandman, Murray PTA President and President Elect 
 

 
 

 
 

	  

	  

	  



MURRAY AVENUE TRAFFIC GUIDELINES 
 

Please go over these drop-off and pick-up procedures for children who are driven to school and be sure all drivers in 
your family, including babysitters, are familiar with them. Everyone needs to follow these rules consistently to keep traffic 
moving and our children safe. 

Daymon Terrace Drop-off 

The Daymon Terrace Drop-Off Zone is staffed by parent volunteers from 8:30am to 8:50 am. Volunteers are always 
needed; please contact  Chrystal Chambers (chambers95@gmail.com) if you can help. 

• You may drop your child off in the designated drop-off area (between the “Drop Off Zone” signs) only.  Please 
do not drop-off in front of or beyond the designated area as this causes traffic jams. If you do not want to use 
the designated Drop-Off Zone, please find a legal parking space before allowing your child to leave the car. 

• To use the Drop-Off Zone, five or six cars at a time pull forward, close to the curb, into the Drop-Off zone. Wait 
while your child gets out of the car, signal with your blinker, and then pull away from the curb only after the car in 
front of you has pulled away from the curb. Then the next group of five or six cars can do the same. Do not try to 
bypass cars already in the drop-off zone either on the way in or out of the zone. Please be patient. 

• Children should exit their cars ONLY through the passenger side at the curb. Two or three adult volunteers will be 
there to assist them. Please encourage all children to be ready to get out of the car. Parents who need to take 
their children out of the cars themselves or escort their children into the school must continue past the drop-off 
zone and find legal parking further down the street. 

• Drivers may not leave their cars for any reason. This Drop-off Zone is to be used only by drivers who remain in their 
vehicles at all times. 

• Children need to be independent enough to leave their car with minimal assistance and get to their drop-off 
spots by themselves in order to use the Daymon Terrace Drop-Off. Children in car seats must be able to 
unbuckle themselves on their own.   Once your child has exited the car, you must proceed to pull away from the 
curb as described above.  If you want to watch your child walk into the school, you must continue past the drop-
off zone and find legal parking.  Kindergartners, in general, are not ready for this until later in the year. 

• NO DOUBLE PARKING—Not even to drop off elsewhere - NO EXCEPTIONS— NO EXCUSES. THE POLICE WILL 
TICKET OFFENDERS. 

 

Murray Avenue Drop-Off And Pick-Up Zone 

Drop-Off: 

• NO PARKING OR STANDING is allowed along Murray Avenue opposite the school during school drop-off and 
pick-up times. This means you may not stop at all opposite the school during these hours. 

• In the morning, you may drop-off your child on the school side of Murray Avenue from the beginning of the 
upper playground to the bus stop near Forest Avenue, including the fire lane. This zone is NOT staffed – 
children who need assistance should use the Daymon Terrace drop-off in the morning.  Please use the entire 
drop-off area even if it means your child has to walk a few extra feet to their destination. 

• The driver must remain in the car at all times.  
 

Pick-Up: 

• In the afternoon, you may wait in your car to meet a child for pick-up on the school side of Murray Avenue, 
beginning at the upper playground to the bus stop near Forest Avenue, including the fire lane. 

• The driver must remain in the car at all times.  
• There will likely be no spots left on Murray Ave. if you arrive just before or at dismissal time. Consider making a 

“back-up” plan with your child in the event that you arrive to pick-up a few minutes late and you need to park 
your car because the Pick-Up Zone is full. 

•  
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR UNATTENDED in the morning or afternoon in this area. The police will ticket 
offenders. Double-parking is never allowed on Murray Ave. 

Thank you for helping us keep all Murray students safe!  


