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Living With ArAbiAn horses

randy & Angie sullivan

Living With Arabian Horses

“something else that’s rewarding about being a husband-
and-wife team is that we have been able to raise our son 
on the farm, and in the barn,” adds her husband. “There 
have been many hours of laughter, just from hearing some 
of the crazy things that come out of a little boy’s mouth, 
or when one of us loses sight of him for a minute and then 
discovers him outside, playing in a puddle with his dog, 
both of them covered in mud. raising our child with the 
concept of caring for animals is paying off already.”

Angie agrees. “Watching r.J. grow up wanting to help us 
in the barn is a blessing. He understands why we take such 

good care of our horses, and he’s always asking if he can 
help—when we’re taking care of a hurt leg, for example. 
He wants to be the little helper, so we let him hold the 
medicine or the quilt, ‘to make the horsey feel better.’ Farm 
life is a learning experience you cannot replace. it has a 
way of teaching our child (and ourselves) life lessons that 
cannot be learned in a classroom. 

“randy’s oldest daughter, olivia, and her three children 
are very active at the farm, too,” she continues, “and mat, 
our farm manager is randy’s nephew—so not only do we 
enjoy him as an employee, we enjoy having him around the 
farm after hours just to enjoy family time. rJ really looks 
up to mat.

“The Arabian horse and our client base is the other major 
factor of why we do this,” she concludes. “randy has 
trained other breeds and i have ridden other breeds, but 
we concur that the quality, charisma and athleticism of the 
Arabian has been more rewarding than any other breed. 
And the client base we work for makes our job even more 
enjoyable. We have a blast at the farm and at the shows. 
our clients love to compete, love to win, and most of all, 
love to have a good time!”  

“Why do we do this?” Angie sullivan wonders 
rhetorically. “randy and i both would have to say the main 
reason we do this is that it allows us to enjoy farm life with 
our family, and to make a living around the passion we 
have for the Arabian horse and Arabian horse people. 

“Admittedly, as a husband and wife team, earning a living 
successfully has its ups and downs,” she concedes, “because 
living and working with your spouse 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, has its advantages and disadvantages.  

“For example,” she laughs, “when i’m ready to relax and 
maybe enjoy an hour of my favorite TV soap opera at 9 p.m., 
randy is ready to talk about business and what went on in 
the office that day. i would rather talk about business first 
thing in the morning, but randy wants to do just one thing 
when he gets to the barn in the morning, and that is ride.”  

“Training horses together pushes us both to try to get 
better and better at what we do,” explains randy. “Angie, 
of course, has a lot to learn. she says that what i can 
accomplish in an hour will take her a week.” 

“of course i admire his skill and timing, but sometimes 
it’s frustrating to get a lecture from your husband,” Angie 
counters. “i know when he gets frustrated with my riding 
skills, it’s only because he wants to make me a better 
trainer, but some days, i don’t take my husband’s criticism 
as well as i do other days. i always have to remind him 
that i’m not randy sullivan! 

“Then, to get back at him,” she chuckles, “i’ll laugh and 
say, ‘We’ll go into the office and see how fast you can 
update our website, or put together a YouTube® video!’ We 
appreciate each other’s skills and have learned to accept 
that we have different gifts. our teamwork, our working 
together, has made our business more successful overall in 
the past 10 years, thus making the end result that much 
more rewarding.” 


