
 

 

27 December 2206 
 

Director Alexa Posny 
Office of Special Education Programs 
U.S. Department of Education  
400 Maryland Ave., S.W.  
Washington, DC 
 
Director Posny: 
 

My name is Karen Rooney, and I am the President of the Division for Learning 
Disabilities (DLD) of the Council for Exceptional Children. The purpose of this letter is 
to state the concerns that DLD has about comments that were published in LRP's 
Special Education Connection following your speech at the National Association of 
State Directors of Special Education's 69th Annual Conference and Business 
meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia.  

We are very aware that quotes can be taken out of context but the following 
statements were sent to me: 

"I've been in this field long enough to know that about half the kids we identify    
as special education are not--they are reading impaired, but they've been failing 
so long they look like special ed." 

"This is going to sound like blasphemy, but I almost wish special education 
would go away." 

I am sure you can understand the level of our concern about the negative portrayal of 
special education being sent to the public as well as other educators by the Director 
of the Office of Special Education Programs. We would like to make sure you made 
these comments. If you did, do these comments reflect the opinion of the Department 
of Education regarding the status of special education? How did you arrive at the 
percentage of children misidentified who are in special education programs? Do you 
view a reading disability as being different from a learning disability if evidence-based 
instruction has been in place? Are the children reading impaired rather than learning 
disabled so they will not require special education services? 

We would appreciate some clarification of your comments as soon as possible. We 
don't want to proceed without all the facts, but we do need to respond to your public 
comments on behalf of our members, who are special education professionals.   

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Karen J. Rooney, Ph.D. 
President,  
Division for Learning Disabilities 
Council for Exceptional Children 

 


