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A WORD FROM PASTORAL TEAM 

Although Sept 23 marks the equinox 

when we have daylight and darkness in 

equal measure, our congregation's fall 

season programming resumes Sunday, 

Sept 1 when we return to worship at 

9am, followed by adult education and 

Sunday School at 10:30am.   

Did you know that CMC has 100+ chil-

dren who are not yet high school age? 

As this segment of our congregation 

continues to grow we’re considering 

hiring a part-time position in the area of 

children’s formation. Watch for a posi-

tion description in church mailboxes.  A 

few of us are also reading Children’s 

Ministry in the Way of Jesus 

(Csinos and Beckwith) and The Spir-

itual Child (Lisa Miller) to think crea-

tively about CMC’s ministry with chil-

dren including mentoring, Kids Club, 

Sunday School, youth group, and chil-

dren’s time as well as many intergenera-

tional aspects of congregational life.  If 

you aren’t “back to school” with a sylla-

bus, perhaps you’d like to join a discus-

sion of one of these books. Let us know.  

—Pastor Jennifer 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

• In this 400th anniversary of enslaved 

Africans being brought to this coun-

try, pray for racial equity efforts 

across our local community in 

schools, government, and faith com-

munities.   

• Remember David and Sophie Lapp 

Jost ,who begin serving in Bammen-

tal, Germany in September.  They will 

belong to the same congregation as 

Andi and Megan (Rutt) Rosenwink. 
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An Undivided Life 

OUR SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERIES 

As people of God, we want to develop lives of integrity.  The psalmist sings as much in 

Ps 86:11. Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me 

an undivided heart to revere your name.  Our September worship series will 

use the image of a Möbius Loop to imagine an undivided life, in which our inner and 

outer lives cohere, reflecting the image of God and fulfilling our vocation to bless the 

world in the name of Christ.  We invite you and your household to play with and pon-

der a Möbius Loop at home. The series will include receiving new members, “noisy 

offering” for My Coins Count (benefitting Mennonite Central Committee relief and 

development work as well as church planting in our region), a music Sunday (Sep 15) 

and of course church retreat.   

 

SEP 1 — MEALTIME MATTERS 
Luke 14:1, 7-14  
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, Arthur Basil Wittmer dedication 
 
SEP 8 — LIFE AND DEATH MATTERS   
Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, receiving new members 
 
SEP 15 — SALVATION MATTERS   
Exodus 32:7-14; Luke 15:1-10  
Music Sunday, congregational meal & meeting at 11:30 am 
 
SEP 20-22 — THE ECOLOGY OF FAITH FORMATION @ Brethren Woods  
Sermon by Sarah Bixler, Baptisms, receiving new members, lunch at noon 
 
SEP 29 — STRUGGLE MATTERS  
Psalm 146, I Timothy 6:6-19  
Sermon by Pastor Jennifer, solar array special offering 



CMCers to vote on conference affiliation 
Church Council would like to invite all mem-

bers of CMC to a meeting on September 15 to 

process our conference affiliation decision. 

At this meeting, we will review the work of 

CMC's taskforce on our relationship with 

VMC, as well as the information shared by 

leaders from VMC, Allegheny, and Central 

District Conferences.  

We will have discussions at tables about the 

value of VMC to our congregation and an 

opportunity for sharing thoughts and con-

cerns. People who have served in leadership 

groups that have been involved with this 

discernment will share their perspectives as 

well.  

Prior to the meeting, we will circulate docu-

ments summarizing the feedback the dis-

cernment taskforce, and subsequently Coun-

cil, gathered during meetings and surveys, as 

well as a timeline of our discernment process 

to date. 

 

We plan to vote on whether to remain in 

VMC or move to a different conference as 

part of this meeting, although the question of 

which conference to move to, if necessary, 

will be decided at a later date. Lunch and 

childcare will be provided. 

 

Council understands the gravity of this deci-

sion for the congregation. At this point, the 

uncertainty of whether we will stay or go is 

creating unnecessary stress for many mem-

bers. Our goal in this meeting is to help eve-

ryone's voices to be heard, and to determine 

our path forward. We thank CMC members 

for their prayerful participation in this dis-

cernment process over the past several years.  

SPECIAL ADULT ED KICK-OFF WITH SOPHIE & DAVID LAPP JOST 

On Sept 1, David and Sophie Lapp Jost will share on their work and experience in Nazareth with a focus on the Israel-

Palestine conflict and how North Americans can connect and help. There will be time for questions and discussion. All adults 

and MYFers are encouraged to attend.  Regular adult ed offerings will begin the following Sunday, Sept 8. 

Location: Sanctuary 

GENEROUS CAREGIVING: A CORE CHRISTIAN & VERY HUMAN PRACTICE 

At different stages of life, in response to different needs, we may be called upon to engage in special caregiving for those we 

love, whether family and/or brothers and sisters in Christ.  These experiences can be deeply meaningful and (literally) life 

giving, but they are sometimes difficult and draining, and we don't always have the internal and external support and suste-

nance we need to carry on.  In this class we will hear many personal stories from CMCers about their experiences caring for 

spouses, parents, children and grandchildren, and friends, in times of need.  We will also hear professional (yet also person-

al) insights from those who work in the field of pastoral care and counseling. Come and learn about the perennial practice 

of caregiving and how following in the footsteps of Jesus (who both gave and received care) might empower these engage-

ments. 

Facilitator:  Kathie Kurtz (with help from Lonnie Yoder and Kent Davis Sensenig) 

Room: #203 (second floor) 

THE BIBLE UNWRAPPED:  MAKING SENSE OF SCRIPTURE TODAY 

Are all the stories in the Bible true?  What about the books that got left out?  What do we make of all that violence?  How does 

the Bible hang together as a whole?  Using the recent book, The Bible Unwrapped, by Mennonite pastor Meghan Larissa 

Good, this class will benefit all who want to become better readers of scripture.  Consider this book required reading.  We can 

bulk order books at a discount, so let the church office know if you're participating in this class.  Each session will also have a 

"Light from Fire by Night" section.  Fire by Night:  Finding God in the Pages of the Old Testament is another newly pub-

lished book about Bible reading by our friend and pastor of Raleigh Mennonite Church, Melissa Florer-Bixler.  Consider this 

book recommended reading.   

Facilitators: Pastor Jennifer and Kent Davis Sensenig  

Room: #109 (main floor) 

“We thank CMC 
members for their 
prayerful participa-
tion in this discern-
ment process over 
the past several 
years.” -Aili Huber 

Adult Ed offerings this Fall 
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On Sunday, Aug. 25, our pastors welcomed  19 New Attenders and enjoyed a 
meal prepared by MarthaJune & Ken Graber. Say hi to these newcomers during 
fellowship time in the coming weeks. Some New Attenders were not  
photographed yet.  Look for them in a future Newsletter! 

Katie Isaac moved here from 
Fresno, CA, to work at the Center 
for Sustainable Climate Solutions. 

Welcome New 

Attenders to CMC! 

Dawn Thames is from Dallas, 
TX,  and is studying at CJP. 

Marge Mast moved from  
Guatemala to teach at  
Bridgewater College. 

Juni & Zach Sauder are EMU grads 
who live with  their daughter,  

Sophia, in Fishersville . 

Glen Bowman is father of Hannah 
Hrasky (left) and Ben Bowman.  
His spouse, Beth, was unable to 

attend this gathering. 

Hannah Hrasky teaches English 
at HHS and cares for her son, 

William. 

Sylvia and Michaela Mast live in 
the Dean House. Sylvia is in CMC’s 

VS program. 

Joy Kreider returned from Cambo-
dia to study at CJP and become a 

STAR trainer. 

Lynette Nussbaum returned from 
Germany to teach at HHS. 



Safe Church Approved Adult Training on Sept 28 

CMC has more than 125 children and youth! Many 

churches have benefited from the ways adults in this 

congregation have consistently nurtured our young 

people — from teaching Sunday School, to serving as 

an MYF/Jr MYF sponsor, to mentoring our youth, to 

caring for toddlers in the nursery. We have taught 

them that faith includes empathy, exploration, service, 

and action.  

 

We are always looking for additional volunteers. If 

you are a NEW volunteer or want to be more 

involved with kids at CMC, please contact  

Marsha Thomas for more information about 

CMC’s Safe Church Policy for working with 

children and youth. CMC requires adults to be 

trained and undergo background checks to serve as 

volunteers. Part of this training includes recognizing 

and preventing child sexual abuse. New  and future 

volunteers are invited to an Approved Adult  

Training on Saturday, September 28, 9am-

12noon, at Park View Mennonite Church.  

 

Email Marsha Thomas to register or call or 540-607-

7753. Thank you from our children and youth! 

CMCers collabo-
rating on an  
activity at this past 
Wednesday’s fall 
MYF kick-off event. 
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Youth Sunday School begins Sept 1 

This Sunday, Sept 1, is the first day of Sunday School! We're excited to have our chil-

dren's classrooms bustling again! 

Sunday School is from 10:30-11:30. Younger children (2yo - 2nd grade) meet in room 

G20 for singing.  The 3rd - 8th graders will be brought from the playground to their 

classrooms following church recess. 

You can pick up your children at 11:30 in the locations listed below:    

2's/3's coordinated by Tiffany Showalter  .................................................................... G17 

Pre K/ Kindergarten coordinated Sarah Roth-Mullet ................................................. G11 

1st Grade coordinated by Heather Harris ................................................................... G21 

2nd Grade coordinated by Hannah Hall ..................................................................... G12 

3rd/4th Grade coordinated by Laurie Yoder .............................................................. G18 

5th Grade coordinated by Traci Stoltzfus .................................................................... G13 

6th-8th Grade Boys coordinated by Joe Yoder & Wayne Gehman ............................ 204 

6th-8th Grade Girls coordinated by Mim Yoder and Marsha Thomas ....................... 201 

There are 40 names on the Senior High MYF roster of 9th through 12th 

graders.  We typically prepare for 25+/- to attend mid-week activities 

and Sunday School classes. This past Wednesday we returned to our 

mid-week activity schedule.  Over these first weeks we’ll work at  

building a youth group culture, selecting youth leaders, and  

welcoming newcomers. On Sunday we’ll begin studying other world 

religions.  Our study this fall quarter will include a visit to the local 

mosque and synagogue as well as at least three guest speakers. We’re 

still seeking youth group sponsors so contact Traci Yoder Stoltzfus or 

Pastor Jason if you’d be open to regularly connecting with the senior 

high youth group.  Additionally, we’re beginning preparations for a 

Progressive Meal on Wednesday, Nov 6; if you have an 

interest in hosting a group in your home for soup/salad, main dish, or 

dessert, contact Pastor Jason.  

Start of Senior High MYF 

A young CMCer creates a  caterpil-
lar out of recycled material in a 
Sunday School class. 

Former CMCer Matt Carlson to be installed 

On Sunday Sept 15, Matt Carlson will be installed at 

Akron Mennonite as an associate pastor.  The service 

begins at 9 am.  Directions to the church are found on 

the church website.  If you would like to travel up Sat-

urday evening and have a bed and breakfast, see Lee 

Good or Hugh Stoll.    

mailto:marsha.thomas8417@gmail.com


Need & Plenty 
CMCers are seeking... 

… a volunteer to staff the Church Office on Wednesday morning and/or af-

ternoon. You would answer phone calls, welcome visitors, make copies and stuff 

mailboxes.  Please contact Ben Bailey if you're interested in volunteering regular-

ly.   

...a three week placement in a home for a 9th-grade German girl.  A 

friend of Jonathan Kreider's who attended EMU would like to send his 9th grade 

daughter to Harrisonburg for about three weeks in the spring of 2020 to be im-

mersed in English.  They are hoping to work something out with EMHS for her to 

attend classes there. Do you have a room she could stay in?  Thanks for consider-

ing!  Contact Jonathan or Greta Kreider at 540-432-9107.  

...someone to transport 10 or so CMC sanctuary chairs to and from 

Grottos for reupholstery during business hours. Contact the Church Office 

(office@cmcva.org) 

CMCers are offering... 

...1000mg tablets of Ester C! Free! Accidentally bought and opened a quantity 

and form of Ester C that I don't want.  Greta Kreider text or call 540-383-7601  

Submit listings at office@cmcva.org. To contact a CMCer about a Need & Plenty 

listing, look them up in the Breeze Directory on the church website. Or look for 

them in the Fellowship Hall after worship!  

Notes from the Harrisonburg area & beyond 
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Gift and Thrift, Inc. is looking for volunteers interested in supporting the mission of Mennonite Central Com-

mittee. Volunteers are a vital part of our mission, and our goal is finding the right fit for you. There are many volunteer oppor-

tunities available. Individuals or groups with any level of time commitment (3-4 hours daily, once a week, monthly, etc.) are 

welcome. Inquire about our options for volunteering off site or on your own schedule. To volunteer, or for more information 

contact Gift and Thrift at (540) 433-8844 or email volunteer.here.first@gmail.com  

Remember the office staff of VMMissions as they hold a planning retreat on Wednesday Sept 4. Ask God to provide 

staff with fresh vision and concrete action steps for the coming year.   

ACRS gathering, Monday, Sept 9 7:30 am, at the Park View Mennonite Church fellowship hall. 

Calling all bicycle enthusiasts, small and tall!  You are invited to participate in the 22nd annual Bike Shenan-

doah ride on Saturday, Sept 14 at Eastern Mennonite School.  This family-friendly event includes rides of 5, 15, 30, or 62 

miles in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley.  All proceeds benefit Virginia Mennonite Missions, MennoMedia, Mennonite Central 

Committee, NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center, Our Community Place, and Roberta Webb Childcare Center.  Individuals 

and congregations can also participate by sponsoring riders. Participants and others in attendance will also have the opportunity 

to assemble MCC Relief Kits. Register online at bikeshenandoah.org or the day of the ride!  

Join the MC USA Faith Formation fall webinar series: Putting People on the Ballot: Anabaptism and American Poli-

tics. The first session, Foundations: Setting Our Theological Bearings, will take place on Tues. Sept. 17. Sign up and find more 

information at thegatheringplace.us. 

The SOS (Sharing Our Surplus) campaign at the Virginia Mennonite Relief Sale will again raise money for 

worldwide refugee relief by encouraging attendees to match their generous spending at the sale with a cash, 

check ,or credit card gift. More than $75,000 in additional money has been raised at the past two relief sales through this 

effort. Checks are to be made out to Virginia Relief Sale, with SOS in the memo line, and SOS giving can also be done online at  

vareliefsale.com/donate.  

 

 

Don’t forget about our Lending 

List for large, weird, or banal items 

that you don't know you need or 

are afraid to ask for. You can find it 

on our website under the CMCers 

tab. 

http://bikeshenandoah.org/
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=0e6862be0a&e=d9d2630e2c
vareliefsale.com/donate


WILL YOU READ CMC’S NEWSLETTER ONLINE? 

This newsletter will be distributed via email and CMC mailboxes every two weeks. To opt out 

of receiving a hardcopy in your mailbox, please email office@cmcva.org or write 

“opt-out” and your name on a copy of the newsletter and leave it on my desk in the church 

office. Please feel free to contribute content for our congregational newsletter.  

Just shoot me an email with your idea or talk to me after church. 

 Thanks! 

     -Ben Bailey, Church Administrator 

UPCOMING CMC EVENTS Giving Update 

Annual donation budget: $510,640 

YTD budget: $333,880 

YTD giving: $295,059 

YTD +/- budget: -$38,821 

 

Ways to Give 

By cash or check — Either place 

your contribution in the offering 

basket or mail checks to the 

church. Use the memo line to indi-

cate a particular fund 

("Compassion Fund," "General 

Fund," etc.). 

By text message — Text the 

amount you wish to donate (e.g. 

"$25") to 540-779-1276. The first 

time, you'll receive a link to regis-

ter your information. Undesignat-

ed funds will go to CMC's general 

fund.  

On our website — Click “donate” 

on the top right corner of our web-

site at cmcva.org. 

On your smartphone — Search 

for "GivePlus Church" in the An-

droid or iPhone app store. Once 

you've installed it, search for 

"Community Mennonite Church." 

 

CMC PASTORS 

 

PASTORAL TEAM 

Lead Pastor Associate Pastor 

Jennifer Davis Sensenig Jason Gerlach   

     Mon-Thu 9-4 (Fri Sabbath)      Mon, Wed-Fri, 8:30-3 (off  Tue) 

     jennifer.davis.sensenig@cmcva.org      jason.gerlach@cmcva.org 

     (540) 560-5126      (540) 421-8155     

 

 

Community Mennonite Church 

70 South High St., Harrisonburg, VA 22801   (540) 433-2148 

Church Office hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-4:30pm; Wed closed 

            office@cmcva.org              

             www.cmcva.org 

Every Sunday Congregational Worship Service, 9 am, Sanctuary 
Every Sunday Contemplative Worship Service, 8 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Every Wednesday Kids’ Club, 6pm, Basement 
Sun, Sept 1 Resume Regular Sunday Morning Worship Time, 9 am, Sanctuary
 Resume Sunday School & Adult Ed., 10:30 am, various locations 
Mon-Wed, Sept 2-4 Church Office closed 
Sun, Sept 15 Congregational Meeting, 11:45 am, Sanctuary 
Fri-Sun, Sept 20-22 CMC’s Annual Retreat, Camp Brethren Woods 
Mon, Sep 23 CMC Seniors African American Museum Trip, Washington DC 
Fri-Sat, Oct 4-5 Virginia Mennonite Relief Sale, Rockingham County Fair Grounds 
Sun, Oct 6 Monthly Potluck, after Sunday School, Fellowship Hall 
 Small Group Information Meeting, during Potluck, Room 109 
Sun, Nov 24 Congregational Meeting, 11:45 am, Sanctuary 
Tues, Dec 10 CMC Seniors Christmas Potluck, TBD, Fellowship Hall 

CMC follows  

Safe Church practices. 

IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR CHURCH RETREAT! 
Look for the registration table in the Fellowship Hall on Sept 1, 8, and 15.  Retreat will be at 
Camp Brethren Woods, September 20-22. Brochures about this year’s retreat will be in your 
CMC mailbox on September 1 and posted to the CMC website.  This year’s theme is “The 
Ecology of Faith Formation”. 

   -the CMC Retreat Committee 


