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·     Springdale Mennonite Church (170 Hall School Road, Waynesboro), in collaboration with Mental Health 

America of Augusta and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, will host “Laughter is Sacred 

Space” on Friday, May 19, at 7 p.m., and the public is invited!  This one-man performance, written by and 

starring Ted Swartz, walks audiences through Ted’s relationship with friend and business partner, Lee 

Eshleman, who took his own life in 2007. Ted explores the paradox of working with a comedic partner 

struggling with bipolar disorder, as well as the challenge of writing and performing stories about God while 

experiencing the absence of God after Lee’s death. Ted draws us into his own story, revealing the unique 

journey of working in the theater and church under the shadow of a mental illness, and offers hope and 

humor, ultimately discovering that laughter truly is sacred space. The play is followed by a talk-back with 

the audience.  In addition, you are invited to tell your own story to humanize the reality of the struggle 

toward mental health. Following the talk-back, there will be an opportunity for photo/storytelling sessions 

for those interested in participating. Admission is free (a love offering will be received to help offset 

expenses).  Come for this event and for a time of snacks and fellowship following! 

·     Virginia Mennonite Missions will host an auction and fundraising dinner on Saturday, May 20, to raise 

funds for workers and VMMissions. There will be a live auction by Jack Bowman Auctions, and a silent 

auction. Join us at Eastern Mennonite School's dining room, 801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg, Va. The 

meal begins at 5:00; live auction begins at 6:00 p.m. VMMissions is in need of volunteers at the auction. 

Please contact Steve Leaman if you are willing to volunteer at (540) 434-9727 or 

steve.leaman@vmmissions.org 

The Breneman-Turner Mill begins its open house season on Saturday, May 20. Come visit the mill for 

tours and corn-grinding demonstrations, and learn the history of the only mill of its kind to survive 

Sheridan's Burning campaign of 1864. Admission by donation. Open house hours 10 AM to 3 PM. 5001 

Turners Mill Lane, Harrisonburg, VA 22802. 

·     Join Bob Herr and Howard Good of the Nazareth Project as they tell about new initiatives at the Nazareth 

Hospital and Nursing School in northern Israel. One new project is a mobile clinic to the West Bank to 

reach under-served Palestinians. The presentation will be on May 23 at 7:00 pm at the Eastern Mennonite 

School dining hall. All are welcome. Sponsored by Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship.  

A benefit concert featuring The Walking Roots Band will be on Thursday, May 25, beginning at 7 PM 

at Lindale Mennonite Church. Come out and support Bridge of Hope Harrisonburg-Rockingham, a 

ministry serving homeless and at-risk single mothers and their children right in our own community! Enjoy 

the wonderful musical talents of The Walking Roots Band, hear their new and original music that has 

captured audiences everywhere they perform. Tickets are $10 and are available at the door or by calling 

540-478-2356. 



On Sunday, May 28, we welcome everyone to a local event titled Jewish and Palestinian Voices for 

Peace. The event will be held in Park View Mennonite Church's sanctuary from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. The 

speakers are Jonathan Kuttab and Benjamin Douglas. This speaking tour is sponsored by Mennonite Church 

USA and hosted by Park View Mennonite Church and Community Mennonite Church.  

On Memorial Day, May 29, at 6:30 PM, CrossRoads | VBMHC offers a hymn sing in which we remember 

and celebrate people and places who have been formative to our faith. We invite you to submit requests for 

this hymn sing, and we'll offer time for you to share the significance behind the hymns you choose. The 

intimate 1829 Log House on our own CrossRoads campus will be an ideal setting for this time of sharing 

and celebrating the people who have gone before us in our faith. 1921 Heritage Center Way, Harrisonburg, 

VA 22801. Visit https://www.vbmhc.org/events-calendar/ to submit a request for the hymn sing. A free-

will offering will support the mission and vision of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 

Request hymns at https://www.vbmhc.org/events-calendar/2017/5/29/memorial-day-hymn-songs-for-

remembering or visit VBMHC.ORG and find the event on the Events Calendar under the Events menu. 

·     At the upcoming Virginia Mennonite Missions auction and fundraising dinner on Saturday, May 20, there 

will be a live and silent auction. If you love paintings, photography, sculptures, wall hangings, 

beautifully handcrafted wood work, furniture, appliances, stamps and other collectables, you will not 

want to miss this!  Join us at Eastern Mennonite School's dining room, 801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg, 

Va. The meal begins at 5:00; live auction begins at 6:00 p.m. VMMissions is also in need of volunteers 

at the auction. Please contact Steve Leaman if you are willing to volunteer at (540) 434-9727 or 

steve.leaman@vmmissions.org 

June 

Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center invites you to join us for an evening with The Springs 

Ensemble, featuring Virginia Bethune on harp and Ed Gant on cello. Bethune and Gant are accomplished 

musicians who have traveled extensively, and they also serve their communities by providing music therapy 

for residents of local retirement communities. Join us and The Springs Ensemble on Sunday, June 4 at 7:00 

PM. Garbers Church of the Brethren, 1275 Garbers Church Rd., Harrisonburg, VA 22801. A free-will 

offering will support the mission and vision of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 

A Fundraising Concert and Silent Auction to benefit the exchange in Winchester, Va., will be held 

Saturday June 10, 3-6 pm at Stephens City Mennonite Church. Sponsored by the MST for Chris Scott, the 

exchangefest will feature Viqui Dill and the Dillpickers along with Michael and Ramona Shenk. Food will 

be available. For more information call 540-535-8086. 

·     Anyone interested in helping knot comforters for MCC, please save the date of June 12-13. We will meet 

at Shady Oak (Weavers Mennonite Church) and will also host 8-12 Renew campers each day! It will be 

great to demonstrate our skills to these teens who are eager to help out in the community and give them a 

taste of missions through making beautiful comforters. We will plan on being there 9am-2pm each day and 

will have snacks/drink to share. Please bring a bag lunch.  

An All You Can Eat Fish Fry fundraising dinner will support the work of Lezha Academic Center, a 

Christian school in Albania supported by Virginia Mennonite Missions. Join us Friday, June 23, beginning 

at 5pm at Shady Oak ( Weavers Mennonite Church). No reservations needed. Menu includes fresh fried 

fish, hush puppies, slaw and more. Desserts of freshly baked pies and cakes. Suggested donations of $20 

adult and $10 for children under 12 will be greatly appreciated! For more information see the Lezha 

Academic Center (LAC) website or call 540-434-9727 and ask for Janet or 540-434-7169 and ask for Sam. 

https://www.vbmhc.org/events-calendar/
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·     Individuals involved in health-related professions are invited to the Annual Gathering of Mennonite 

Healthcare Fellowship, June 23-25 at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center in Mt. Pleasant, PA. The 

theme of this year's gathering is "Creating Healing Environments", and features several speakers, as well 

as a children's program. Co-sponsored by Mennonite Chaplains Association. More details and registration 

at mennohealth.org/events/gathering  

·     Highland Retreat’s Annual Steak BBQ will be held at Highland on Saturday, June 24. The day will 

feature a summer staff commissioning service (1:30 pm); a variety of afternoon activities, including a 

Cornhole tournament and swimming (3pm); and a tasty steak BBQ dinner (5pm) followed by music from 

The Walking Roots Band. Highland will provide steak, hot dogs, drink, and potatoes. Please bring a side 

salad or a dessert, and a donation to support the ministries of Highland Retreat. To reserve a $10 campsite 

or A-frame cabin for the BBQ weekend, contact the office at info@highlandretreat.org or (540)705-0554. 

Register for the Cornhole tournament at www.highlandretreat.org.  

·     Mennonite historian Ben Goossen will talk about his book, Chosen Nation: Mennonites and Germany 

in a Global Era, on Sunday, June 25, 7:00 p.m. at Park View Mennonite Church. Just released by Princeton 

University Press, Chosen Nation explores the how the global Mennonite church developed an uneasy 

relationship with Germany during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Despite the religion's origins in 

the Swiss and Dutch Reformation, as well as its longstanding pacifism, tens of thousands of members 

embraced militarist German nationalism. Chosen Nation is a sweeping history of this encounter and the 

debates it sparked among parliaments, dictatorships, and congregations across Eurasia and the Americas.  

The Joshua Center in Albania has a budget short fall this year and Norma Teles' MST invites your support 

through Bible school offerings to meet this need. Children would be supporting other children who have 

few chances to have a good education or to learn about Jesus. The Joshua Center does both. Please consider 

this for this year's offering project. 

Crossing the Line: Women of Anabaptist Traditions Encounter Borders and Boundaries - On June 

22-25, over 75 scholars, poets, artists, musicians and dancers representing thirteen countries and ethnic 

groups will converge on Eastern Mennonite University to discuss, examine and celebrate how women of 

Anabaptist traditions have encountered borders, challenged boundaries, and crossed lines. Register now at 

www.emu.edu/crossing-conference 

·     Saulo Padilla is coming to Virginia Mennonite Conference Assembly in Harrisonburg, Va., as we look 

at "Neighbors: Strangers No More." Join us July 20-22 at Park View Mennonite Church, 1600 Park Rd. 

A Pastors' Summit for credentialed leaders will be the afternoon of Thursday, July 20, with an evening meal 

sponsored by Everence. Conference Assembly begins on the evening of July 20 at 7 p.m. Saulo's passion 

to work with immigrants comes from his own experience as an immigrant and the biblical commandment 

to love the stranger. Now the US Immigration Education Coordinator for Mennonite Central Committee, 

he provides learning opportunities to constituents and the public about the need for better and safer 

mechanisms for people facing migration, the biblical call to welcome strangers, and advocates to reform 

the US immigration system. As part of his work, he coordinates immigration law trainings for non-profits 

offering immigration legal services to immigrant communities and leads learning tours to the U.S./Mexico 

borderlands for constituent and non-constituent groups. Born and raised in Guatemala for the first 15 years 

of his life, in 1986 he immigrated with his mother and siblings to Calgary, Alberta, to reunite with his father, 

who left Guatemala as a political refugee in 1980 during the internal conflict. Saulo lived in Calgary for 16 

years, where he became a Canadian citizen. In 2001, he moved with his family to Goshen, Ind., to pursue 

studies at Goshen College. Goshen has been his home since then.  

http://mennohealth.org/events/gathering
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Attention, music-lovers! The Sing Me High Music Festival is back, Aug. 25-26, 2017. The two day event 

is even bigger and better than the successful inaugural 2016 effort, and now that the line-up is set, we're 

looking for more volunteers, sponsors, and guests! Be one of the first 500 ticket-holders to get early bird 

pricing and some festival giveaways. Visit www.singmehigh.com for information about tickets, 

volunteering, or business sponsorships. Hope to see you at #singmehigh2017! 

·     Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center announces a church building rental available in Augusta 

County. Historic 1875 Hildebrand Mennonite Church building will be available for rent in 2017. The church 

building is located 13 miles (20 minutes) east of Staunton, 7.5 miles (15 minutes) north of Waynesboro. 

538 Hildebrand Church Rd, Waynesboro, VA 22980. Interested church groups contact Greg Yoder, 

VBMHC Executive Director, at info@vbmhc.org or 540-438-1275 for more information about the building, 

tenant expectations, and rental agreements. 

·      Save the Date for the MHI Friend's Dinner, Friday, Sep. 22, 7-9 pm, at Park View Mennonite Church. 

There will be a Latino meal served by Mennonite Hispanic Initiative leaders from three different 

congregations plus a special program highlighting MHI's last year's accomplishments. 
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