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Text: Matthew 1:2-17 

NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. The implied question answered by the four gospels is “Who is Jesus?” We ask, “What does that mean for us?” 
2. Matthew begins his story with 17 verses of genealogy. His account is not advice but an announcement. It’s like he 

is saying: “Before I tell you how He’s born, I need to tell you what all this means.” 
3. The genealogy here functions like a résumé. Not all the facts (in this case generations) are included, but only the 

most significant ones. 
B. The genealogy shows us that the promised king has come to save the world. 

1. Each word is significant e.g. Matthew 1:1: “Jesus” means “Yahweh saves”; “Messiah” means “anointed one”; “Son 
of David” and “Son of Abraham” remind Jewish readers and us of God’s promises to David (2 Samuel 7:12,13) 
and to Abraham (Genesis 12:2,3). Jason B.: “All through the Bible is the idea that someone from David would be 
a deliverer, a great king. For a people oppressed and scattered, it got them through exile.” 

2. All the “fourteens” 
a. Matthew has edited and styled this genealogy (a common practice; e.g. it doesn’t match the genealogy of 

1 Chronicles 3:11,12).  
b. Seven is the number of completion. Here, we have six sets of sevens and Jesus is the beginning of the 

seventh—the Year of Jubilee (rest, hope, freedom).  
C. The genealogy of Jesus shows us that the family Jesus comes from anticipates the family he has come for. 

1. Sam Alberry: “Matthew’s genealogy includes the outcast, scandalous, and foreigner. The family Jesus comes 
from anticipates the family he has come for.” 

2. In many ancient genealogies, the undesirables were left out. Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus subverts this. 
a. It breaks the gender barrier: four women are on the list. 
b. It beaks the ethnic barrier – includes Gentiles like Rahab and Ruth. 
c. It breaks the morality barrier – includes people who committed incest, murdered, lied.  

3. Matthew, the tax collector (Jason B.: “… who knew what it was to be a religious and moral outsider”) wrote this. 
a. All of us are like this—shiny needles to the naked eye, but under a microscope, full of gouges and faults. 
b. Jesus’ genealogy does not discriminate on the basis of mistakes in the family. He is not afraid to give His 

name to us either—to claim us as part of the family. 
D. The genealogy of Jesus shows us that the love of God is unconditional. 

1. God’s promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:2,3) is reaffirmed by His covenantal enactment (Genesis 15:7-21). 
a. Ancient covenant custom was to cut animals in half, place halves on either side of a path (trough), and 

the covenanters would each walk the bloody path as a promise to fulfill their side of the bargain or they 
could be cut apart as the animals had been.  

b. When God made His covenant with Abraham, Abraham never walked the path; God walked it twice, 
pledging His own death, predicted already in Genesis 3:15.  

2. Our appropriate response: 
a. Let the fact of God’s love, seen in the incarnation of Jesus to fulfill this ancient promise/covenant, work on 

our hearts. 
b. Put our trust fully in Jesus to become recipients of that love. 
c. Silence any talk, on our part, of unworthiness. 

MINISTRY 
1. Why did Matthew begin his account of Jesus’ life with a genealogy? What new insights did you gain through looking 
closely at Jesus genealogy? 

2. Review familiar characters listed in Matthew 1:2-16 and what they’re known for. How were they imperfect? How is their 
inclusion as part of Jesus’ family reassuring to us? 

3. How was the incarnation of Jesus part of the fulfillment of the promise God made to the serpent (Genesis 3:15) and the 
covenant He made with Abraham (Genesis 15:7-21)? How does Jesus’ coming show us God’s love? 

PRAYER 
Dear Father God, our love fails but Your love never fails. We give up but You never give up. Help us to internalize the fact 
that nothing we have done or will do will ever separate us from Your unconditional, covenantal love demonstrated when 
You sent Jesus. We receive this by faith with thanksgiving. Amen. 


