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Text: Luke 2:8-14, focus on verse 10. 
 
NOTES 
 
A. Introduction. 

1. Some people love Christmas and stretch the season to last as long as possible; they find much joy in it. 
2. Others don’t love it because it only accentuates their pain, loss, and loneliness. 
3. Jason Eliason: “Christmas isn’t the most wonderful time of the year because of what happens but because 

of what happened.” 
  
B. The angel’s announcement to the shepherds contains three facts that focus us on what happened that 
first Christmas – Luke 2:8-14. 

1. This announcement was good news – Luke 2:10. 
a. The good news was that God had come in the flesh to be a Saviour – Luke 2:11,12. 
b. We need a saviour because our sin broke our relationship with God. 
c. Jesus’ birth points to His death and resurrection when He completed the sacrifice for sin and was 

victorious over death. 
d. Jason E.: “This is the gospel. Jesus came that we might have access to God, to save us from our 

sins. This is still good news today.” 
2. This announcement was good news of great joy – Luke 2:10. 

a. Our joy is often based on circumstances. Good circumstances bring us joy; bad circumstances steal 
our joy. Because our circumstances change, our joy fluctuates and is fleeting. 

b. Christian joy is rooted in what doesn’t change—Jesus Christ. (“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever” – Hebrews 13:8 NKJV).  

i. Our joy is anchored in the fact that we have a relationship with Him. 
ii. Our joy is rooted in His unchanging love. 
iii. Because we know our Creator, it’s a joy that satisfies the deepest longings of our hearts.  

3. This announcement was good news of great joy to all people – Luke 2:10. 
a. Each person can choose to accept or reject this gift of joy. 
b. Jason E.: “If you’ll open your heart to Jesus, there is joy available to you that goes beyond the 

seasonal gifts and goes beyond the pain and loss the season highlights.” 
 
MINISTRY 
1. On a joy-meter scale of 1-10 (10 = most joyful) where would you rate your natural joy over the Christmas season 
this year? What are some reasons for this? 
 
2. Why was the announcement of the angel good news? What other events of Jesus’ life complete what happened 
at Christmas? Jason called this the “gospel.” How would you explain / tell the gospel in ordinary words to someone 
who had never heard it? (If time allows, role-play this.) 
 
3. We can all relate to Jason’s description of joy fluctuating due to circumstances. How do we overcome the 
sadness of bad circumstances with Christian joy (not only at Christmas but any time)? List practical things we can 
do to change our focus. 
 
4. What are some implications of the fact that the angel’s announcement applied / applies to all people—re our non-
believing friends and family; re our joyless Christian friends; re people who follow other religions; re people in 
various stratum of society (e.g. criminals, addicts, homeless etc.); re foreign missions?  
 
PRAYER 
O God, You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your only Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that we who 
joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer may, day by day live in this joy and boldly proclaim it to a sad and seeking 
world. Amen.  
 
(Prayer adapted from one of the liturgical Christmas day Collect prayers on this page: http://tinyurl.com/cxw73yc) 
 


