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NOTES 
A. Historical background: 

1. Isaiah spoke this prophecy at a time when Assyria was strong. Its brutal leader Tiglath Pileser III had an eye on Israel and his path to 
conquest went through the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali (lands those tribes of Israel were allotted when settling in Canaan). 

2. This territory had lost its strongest. They lived in fear & intimidation having experienced pain, loss, distress, discouragement, darkness. 
B. Isaiah’s prophecy – Isaiah 9:1-7 

1. Encouraged these people in their distress. 
2. Has a universal appeal. The experience of these people correlates to the human story and experience. In the midst of darkness a promise 

comes. There is hope. 
C. Matthew links Jesus with this prophecy – Matthew 4:12-17 

1. Matthew stresses the significance of where Jesus came to and where His ministry began. 
2. Galilee was part of the ancient lands of Zebulun and Naphtali (though by Matthew’s time those names were seldom used).  
3. Pastor Mike: “Into the mess and misery is where God shows up and begins His ministry … He shows up in the epicentre of human pain, 

suffering and ministers.” 
D. Jesus begins His ministry with “Repent.” 

1. We think of “repent” in terms of misery, sobbing, feeling bad, saying sorry, forgetting, slipping back into old ways and cycling through the 
repentance process again. 

2. Yes, remorse can be part of repentance. But “repent” can also be about a new way: “Think about life differently.” 
3. Matthew’s telling of Jesus’ story shows He stayed in this region a good while, calling disciples, healing, and preaching.  

E. God still comes to us in our Zebulun and Naphtali seasons of pain, loss, bad memories, distress, and darkness. He says (Isaiah 9:6): 
1. I am here to help – “Wonderful Counselor” 

a. A counselor listens and helps. God is a helper to us – Psalm 46:1. 
b. Jesus, in His ministry, repeatedly asked: “What do you want Me to do for you?” – Mark 10:36,51. 
c. Jesus did His job of helping well – Mark 7:37. 
d. Jesus still helps today. Mike told the story of a man who worked in a lumber mill where the boss/owner was a Christian who met 

with interested employees for a regular prayer meeting. One day this worker’s arms got caught in a machine. The noisy machine 
kept his cries for help from being heard. In desperation, he called out to God. Later he showed up at the prayer meeting and told 
of how he went from being caught to waking up on the floor, somehow freed. 

2. I am here with strength – “Mighty God” 
a. Mike told the story of mechanic Tyler who left a tool in an engine he was working on, remembering it only after the engine was 

re-assembled. In desperation he prayed, then heard a clattering sound and found the tool had (Impossibly, from the depths of the 
engine) dropped to the shop floor.  

3. I am here with love – “Everlasting Father” 
a. The chief responsibility of a father is to love his children. 
b. God us such a loving Father to us – 1 John 3:1. 
c. He is an “Everlasting Father” who won’t abandon or be absent from us. 

4. I am here with peace – “Prince of Peace” 
a. Is this a subtle reference to the trinity? “Prince” denotes a son, “Counselor” is a helper, the Spirit, “Mighty God” is God the Father.  
b. Jesus began his post-resurrection ministry by invoking “Peace” over the disciples – John 20:19,21. 

F. Respond 
1. Receive: Accept God’s strong supernatural help. 
2. Bring: Bring these things that are in God’s heart to others. 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Do your lives have any Zebulun/Naphtali conditions of pain, loss, darkness, fear? Elaborate and share your insights. What is the significance of 
Matthew’s mentioning Isaiah’s prophecy and naming these regions in relation to Jesus’ ministry? What does it mean to “repent”? 
 
2. What four things does Jesus bring to us? Have you experienced Him in these ways? How? 
 
3. Pastor Mike encouraged us to apply these thoughts in two ways: “Receive” and “Bring.” Share with each other what you need of the four things 
Jesus brings and pray for each other’s needs. How might you bring help, strength, love, and peace into your circumstances this week and throughout 
the Advent season? List practical ways you might do this. 
 
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Father, thank You for Isaiah’s words that are still relevant for us today. This Christmas season, help us to open our lives to receive Your help, 
strength, love, and peace into all our helpless, weak, fearful, and confused places. May we, in turn, be spreaders of Your life and gifts to everyone 
around us in these ways. Amen.  
 


