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Text: Isaiah 9:1-7 

NOTES: 
A. Introduction: 

1. “Advent” means coming, arrival, the long-awaited arrival of Messiah. It also means coming again and becomes an opportunity for us 
to anticipate Christ’s second coming. 

2. Each Sunday before Christmas we light an advent candle. These candles symbolize HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. They serve 
as a count-down to Christmas. 

3. Our hope for Christmas can be in the shallow (“wishy-washy”) things of the season (Santa Claus good food, gifts), for a single event, 
based on a wish.  

4. The hope we’re talking about Is greater and more substantial. It is a hope that something good will be delivered from God to us.  
a. It is rooted in the One we worship, the incarnation, the coming of God into our world. 
b. The darkness gives way to light; hopelessness gives way to expectancy. 

B. Hope is expressed in the coming of Christ – Isaiah 9:1-7. 
1. Isaiah was written 700 years before Christ to a hopeless people at a hopeless time. 

a. Evil Ahaz ruled Judah; Assyria was threatening the north – Isaiah 9:1.  
b. The people were experiencing war, sickness, famine and calamity. 

2. We too experience the darkness of bad circumstances in our lives: the pain of relationship betrayal and break-up, career challenges, 
loneliness, sickness. Christmas may feel dark and lonely, not hopeful.  

3. Sometimes life’s darkness is the result of sin—things done against God and against others. 
4. The message of hope to Isaiah’s people and us: Another kind of king is coming, a child (Isaiah 9:6); a son (John 3:16); a light (John 

1:4,5; Luke 2:9-11). (Talked about “Who is Jesus?” on November 20, 2016.) 
5. Hope shines from each one of His names – Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). 

C. Hope is expressed in us sharing Jesus. 
1. We share the good news of hope that emanates from each of Messiah’s names: 

a. He is our Counselor – guide, coach when we don’t know what to do. 
b. He is Mighty God – over sickness and despair. 
c. He is Everlasting Father – not a Father who abandons us. 
d. He is Prince of Peace – to calm us in our agitation. 

2. Stories from the congregation of people who have had the opportunity to share Jesus: 
a. Ben Gauer shared Christ with a client in hospice who he led to Christ in a prayer for salvation.  
b. Bill Ashbee as RCMP Chaplain was given the opportunity to share the beliefs and practices of the Christian faith 

surrounding death with a roomful of policemen. 
3. We have the opportunity to share hope this Christmas by inviting people to the church Christmas events. 

D. Hope is expressed in Jesus’ second coming. 
1. Some verses that anchor our hope in Jesus’ second coming: John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:13; Ephesians 1:18.  
2. We can say, at death, like Ben Gauer said to the man he prayed with: “This is not goodbye; We’ll meet again” and like Pastor said at 

the memorial service of a baby: “There is hope—a second advent. Christ will come again.” 
3. A challenge from writer Larry Crabb: “When we realize that we can’t fully mend the fabric of life, we first feel discouraged and 

defeated, a feeling that may last a long time. But eventually the Spirit of God compels us to move back into the world, with needle 
and thread in hand, to repair what we can until the Master returns with a new heaven and earth” – from the book Finding God.  

MINISTRY: 
1. What are your hopes for this Christmas season? Share both your shallow and deep hopes. How do the two kinds of hope differ? 

2. What are some things in life that can cause us to lose hope? Review the names of the prophesied Child in Isaiah 9:6. Which of these 
names communicate hope to you personally in the particular circumstances you find yourself in at this time? 

3. What is your experience of sharing the hope of Jesus with others? Can you think of some ways to share Advent Hope with family members, 
friends, and neighbours this Christmas—in addition to inviting them to Christmas events at church?  

4. What anchors your hope in Christ’s second coming? How has that hope affected how you live life? How has it affected the way you view 
and face death?  

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to Earth over 2000 years ago as a flesh-and-blood baby. Thank You for the way Your coming brings hope 
and overcomes darkness. Please fill our hearts, our lives, and our mouths with hope and light this December. Amen. 


