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Text: Mark 6 

NOTES: 
A. Introduction: 
1) We find focus for our lives when we focus on God’s word. When our story meets and intersects with Jesus’ story we 

find life focus. 
2) God created each one of us for a purpose. Our passion and the passion of the word is that we should actually walk in 

these purposes – Ephesians 2:10. 
a) As we use God-given gifts, good things happen in the Kingdom of God. 
b) There comes a time when we realize we’ve been led to lead; fed to feed. 

B. Mark 6. 
1) Background to the feeding of the 5,000 story. 

a) Disciples were sent and had returned from a mission trip (Mark 6:7-13). 
b) John the Baptist had been killed by Herod (Mark 6:14-29) so disciples were emotionally drained. 
c) Due to the pressure of ministry (not even time to eat), Jesus invited disciples to “Come aside…. Rest a while” – 

Mark 6:31. They were anticipating a break. 
2) The feeding of the 5,000 - Mark 6:30-44. 

a) Crowds were waiting for them at the “retreat centre.” 
b) Up till now the disciples had been following, watching listening to Jesus. In this incident we see a change. 

3) Moving from spectator to player, led to leader, fed to feeder. 
a) Minister with compassion – Mark 6:34. 

i) When Jesus saw the crowd He was “moved with compassion.” He knew that people are not a nuisance. They 
need the gospel. Pastor Doug: “Jesus didn’t see greedy people; He saw needy people.” 

ii) Pastor Doug: “The way you see people is the way you treat people.” 
iii) We need to pray for compassion for people that come into our lives. 
iv) Think of church as a hospital for the hurting, needy, dying, bleeding. Looks & smell don’t matter. 

b) Accept Jesus’ invitation to act – Mark 6:37. 
i) The need was huge—5,000 was only men. But Jesus said “You feed them.” 
ii) This was a job they couldn’t do without God’s help. 
iii) That’s the point. When we say “Yes,” we’re dependent on the Holy Spirit – Ephesians 5:18.  
iv) Pastor Doug: “The only way you can accomplish the assignment is for Him to do it through you.” 

c) Realize there is a purpose behind the purpose – Mark 6:42. 
i) That morning there was a boy (the “lad’ isn’t mentioned in Mark but is in John 6:9) that left home with a lunch 

for himself. With Jesus the purpose of that lunch became to feed not one but 5,000+.  
ii) There is always a purpose behind the things God has given us. God wants to use us and the things in our 

lives for something greater than us. 
iii) Involvement in kingdom work changes us. 

MINISTRY: 
1. Discuss Jesus’ reaction to the crowd waiting for Him and the disciples when they were anticipating a break. How do you 
think the disciples felt? How do you react to unmet expectations? Discuss the statement “The way you see people is the 
way you treat people.” How can you change your attitude toward people if you see then as a nuisance, obstacle, 
inconvenience?  

2. Why was Jesus’ request for the disciples to feed the 5000+ people humanly impossible? Has God ever asked you to do 
a job you thought was impossible? Share your stories. How does the comparison of drunkenness and being filled with the 
Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) help us understand the extent of such a Spirit-dependent state? 

3. The little boy (John 6:9) thought the purpose of his lunch was to feed himself. But God’s bigger purpose was to feed 
5,000+. Where, in your life, can you see God’s bigger purpose being played out behind an apparent purpose? How do you 
think Jesus multiplying his lunch changed the boy, the disciples? How has God’s use of you and your gifts impacted you? 

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for this seminar in ministry. Help us to follow You and the disciples’ example to treat people with 
compassion, depend on Your Holy Spirit to work in situations, and have faith in and insight into Your purposes behind the 
everyday events of our lives. Help us to move from being bystanders, followers, watchers, and listeners to players, 
leaders, and feeders. Amen.  


