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Text: Mark 1 

NOTES: 
A. Introduction: 

1. We live in a troubled world, reminded daily by international events (destruction in Aleppo last week), Christian 
persecution (Kevin Garratt imprisoned in China); and local tragedies (fatal vehicle accident near pastor’s home). 

2. The Word of God is a wholesome focus. We’ll look at Mark to find our story intersecting with Christ’s story. 
3. Series goal: To find identity, peace, and faith in uncertain times and be filled with a sense of calling and purpose. 

B. Mark the book: 
1. Author: John Mark – recalling the stories of Peter. 

a. Peter: Fisherman who became a disciple and did life with Jesus. He walked on water, recognized Jesus 
as Christ (Messiah) denied Jesus and was restored, and preached on Pentecost.  

b. John Mark: Mixed race Jewish and Roman. May have met Peter in the home of his mother Mary (Acts 
12:12). Followed Peter and his life. Was with Peter when he wrote his epistles.  

2. Purpose:  
a. Dated after Peter’s death in Rome. John Mark (in Italy) wrote Mark to keep the church focused during 

Nero’s persecution (during which Nero lit fire to Rome and blamed it on Christians. 
b. Mark, the shortest gospel, relates many of the same stories that are told in Matthew & Luke.   

C. Mark 1 
1. God is preparing the way (Mark 1:2): 

a. The preparation for Jesus was John the Baptist. Pastor Derrick: “This is not skinny jeans and a cool 
dude. This is a guy eating simple food, wearing simple clothes.” 

b. The preparation was not about John but repentance and water baptism (not even a Jewish practice but 
taken from Gentiles) signifying repentance, surrender, the start of something new. 

c. Similarly God goes before us preparing His way. 
i. Brian Rutten (PAOC – Ethiopia) related how God is using Quran passages about Jesus to 

prepare Muslims to accept Jesus. 
ii. Pastor’s family & friends helped late (11 p.m. and on) to prepare the venue for his daughter’s 

wedding. Pastor Derrick: “If we do all that because we love our daughter, how much more will 
God be preparing the way for people to come to Him?” 

2. The preparation is for invitation  (Mark 1:16-18): 
a. The time for OT fulfillment had come. Jesus invited the fisherman with conviction and strength to come. 

Now. Leave a career of fishing. His call was urgent and radical. 
b. Jesus invites us to give up security, what we cling to, to follow Him. Job description: Touch lives, love 

people, give hope and purpose. 
c. God is at work so we can give an invitation this fall—to Alpha, church, begin a journey. 

3. What happens when we follow Jesus (Mark 1:21-31): 
a. Jesus teaches us. The Bible becomes life to us to correct, reprove, illuminate, challenge, commission. 
b. We encounter opposition and bring deliverance from the demonic. Pastor Derrick: “The demon-

possessed man had been comfortable in the synagogue week after week—until Jesus showed up.” 
c. We experience healing, for ourselves and others. 

MINISTRY: 

1. Mark’s gospel is the life of Jesus related by Peter to Mark. How does knowing that influence your understanding and 
appreciation of the book? (Leaders may want to look into how Mark handles some of the incidents that involve Peter, e.g. 
walking on water, denial of Jesus.) 

2. How did God prepare the way for your decision to receive Him, to make work changes, moves, get involved in ministry, 
etc.? Tell your stories. 

3. What part have the invitations from others played in your lives? Who, among your friends, acquaintances, neighbors, 
work colleagues, may appreciate an invitation to church, Alpha, a life group? What can you begin doing now to prepare 
the way to extend that invitation? 

4. When we follow Jesus, what three things happen? Relate your experiences regarding them. 

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for calling Peter and Mark, and inspiring this exciting and challenging book. Please give us faith to 
trust Your preparation (in ourselves and others), to extend invitations, and to follow You as modern disciples. Amen. 


