
The Book of Jonah, Summer Series 
Week 8, Disappointment with God, Pastor Derrick Hamre 

“There are times when we miss God; we miss what life is supposed to be about. 
God is about mercy and Jonah wants Him to be about retaliation. God is about 
obedience, but Jonah wants to go his own way. God is about compassion and Jonah 
is about judgment. God is charity and Jonah is about anger. God is about 
character, and all that Jonah can think about is his own comfort…God is not 
interested in your comfort, God is interested in your character.” – Pastor Derrick  

Text: Jonah 3:10 to 4:11 

A) Jonah was disappointed with God. Anger, disappointment and bitterness with 
God can rage in our heart a long time. It can stay there and make us into 
people we never intended to be. In some cases it can radicalize a person, 
turning them towards ideas that are destructive.  

i) Sometimes, disappointment causes us to reject God. We may come to 
church, worship, watch people raise their hands, and read God’s Word from 
time to time, but inside, we’ve thrown in the towel. We’ve given up on our 
faith because God didn’t come through. Disappointment with God comes 
when God and life do not meet our expectations. 

ii) Sometimes, we get upset with God because Christianity isn’t what we 
expected it to be. Jonah may have felt foolish or insecure at the outcome 
of the prophecy God gave Him. Perhaps Jonah was disappointed that God 
didn’t wipe out Nineveh like He said he would do. Sometimes, when we look 
foolish following God, we get angry and upset with Him.  

iii) Sometimes, we begin to doubt God and our faith, because of unmet 
expectations. We might feel angry and disappointed at God when someone 
we love is suffering, or dies. We need to guard our expectations. 

B) We become disappointed in God when we forget His purposes.  Jonah was a 
prophet who lived in Israel, was called by God and knew the Word of God. Yet 
even Jonah the prophet had forgotten the very purposes of God. This can 
happen to us, too, even those of us who grew up in Sunday school, serve 
faithfully, have positions of leadership, and read the Word. 

i) God wants all to turn and come to Him. As Christians, let’s not miss the 
forest for the trees – the purpose of God in our lives and in our church. 
Jonah seemed to miss that the transformation and repentence of the Syrian 
people was at the very heart of God. 2Peter 3:9 “The Lord is patient, not 
wanting any to perish, but everyone to come to repentence.”  Also 
2Timothy 2:4: “Our God, our Saviour, He wants all people to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of God.” 

ii) God is not interested in our comfort, He is interested in our character. 
God’s mercy sometimes seems severe – it can be difficult to understand, 
like it was for Jonah, who sat in the blistering heat beside a withered plant. 
But God is more interested in our character than our comfort. And He may 
take away things that are comfortable in order to encourage us toward a 
deeper character. 



C) The Book of Jonah is about rediscovering the character and purposes of 
God. When we rediscover the character of God it will take away the bitterness, 
the anger, and the disappointment. The Book of Jonah reminds us God’s 
character of mercy, undeserved favour and grace on us. 

i) God gives mercy and grace. Even in our rebellion and stubbornness, we 
receive God’s mercy and grace, even though it might not feel like that at 
the time. Jonah, just like the people of Nineveh, received mercy and grace. 
The Bible says God’s mercy is new every morning. 

ii) God is loving and kind. There’s a Hebrew word “Hesed” and no single 
English word can adequately describe it. The closest translation to hesed is 
two English words together: “loving kindness”. God is a god of love, 
compassion, loyalty, mercy. Those things are at the core of who He is. 

Questions: 
1. We’ve all been disappointed at times. Has your disappointment ever led you to 

bitterness or anger at God? How did God reveal His character and purposes to 
you at that time? 

2. How has turning to God in uncomfortable or disappointing circumstances built 
godly character in you? 

3. Share a moment, from this last week, you recognized, even in a “small thing”, 
God’s goodness, mercy, grace and/or His “hesed” – loving kindess? 

Prayer: 
Father God, we thank You for your loving kindness and great mercy to us, that 
even when we have fallen so short of Your character, You love us and desire us to 
come to You. Holy Spirit, lead us from the inside so we can follow You in 
obedience to Your word. Jesus we are forever grateful and indebted to You for 
your obedience, and sacrifice to give us life forever with the Father. In Your 
wonderful name Jesus, Amen. 


