
The Book of Jonah – Summer Series 
Week Seven, August 14, Entitlement, Pastor Jason Ballard 

“When we practice thanksgiving, and the forefront of our imagination is Christ 
crucified, it puts everything in perspective, it breaks the chains of entitlement.” – 
Pastor Jason 

Text: Jonah Chapter 4 

A) Jonah had God’s message, but he didn’t have God’s heart. Jonah knows that God is 
gracious and merciful (Jonah 4:2,3), but he so overreacts to God’s saving the people 
of Nineveh from destruction, he wishes death upon himself. Jonah had begun to feel 
entitled to a certain standard of living – he didn’t have a clear perspective on his 
own blessings, to the point where he deemed it inappropriate for anyone else to 
receive those same blessings. How does this attitude happen? 

i) Jonah was self-centred. Jonah’s world becomes smaller and smaller as he resents 
the blessings bestowed on the Ninevites, and shriveling of the plant that provided 
him shade. This is a posture of entitlement – when we believe we have a special 
position or that we are owed something in life. 

ii) We lose our days. We are often completely put out when we have to wait behind 
a crossing train, or we are in a slow line up, or when we don’t get special 
treatment on our birthdays or Christmas. However silly the behaviour, the cost is 
great – we lose our days. We get so absorbed with the object of our frustration, 
we lose our vision for the day. 

iii) We’ve all felt entitled. We might recognize these signs of entitlement: Imposing 
unrealistic demands on others; feeling sorry for yourself when you don’t get your 
own way; going to great lengths to ensure your own happiness; punishing others 
for not complying; constantly see others as competition or threats; expecting 
differently of others than of yourself; and difficulty compromising. 

B) Antidotes to entitlement. God exposed Jonah’s entitled heart when He withered the 
plant that provided shade, and when He questioned Jonah about his anger toward 
the salvation of the Ninevites. What are God’s antidotes to entitlement? 

i) Admitting it. This can be difficult, but we need to ask God to show us our 
entitled ways. We need to look at ourselves, because often, in the complexity of 
good and bad things, we risk focusing on the bad, and letting it overshadow the 
good things God is doing. When we admit our sense of entitlement, we can regain 
our focus on good.  

ii) Thankfulness. For us to mature and overcome entitlement, we need to commit to 
the daily practice of thankfulness. We need to see that God has given us so 
much. Thankfulness sets us free. Find those moments to acknowledge the good 
things you have in life. When we practice the daily discipline of thankfulness, the 
gifts that God has given us become a great joy. We all have hurt and pain, and we 
can share that burden with one another. But we need to practice the art of 
thanksgiving in the middle of it. 

iii) Serving others. Entitlement robs us of the joy of serving others. Jonah was so 
frustrated with God’s mercy, poured out on the Ninevites, he left the city in a 
self-centred pout while an awesome revival was going on. As God’s people, we 
will never be more full or satisfied than when we spend our lives serving other 
people. We were built, and wired to serve others and give. Being self-centred 
and spoiled robs us from abundant life brought by serving others. 

C) The God that provides the whale, also provides the worm. Jonah 4:6 tells how God 
provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shave for his head. 
God also provided a worm that chewed the plant. Then God provided a scorching 
east wind. In Jonah 1:17, God provided the whale that swallowed Jonah from the sea 
and put him on dry land. 



i) The whale and the worm illustrate tension in the Christian faith. Although the whale 
was not ideal transportation, it rescued Jonah from the sea. Later God, provided the 
worm, which ate the plant and left Jonah faint under scorching heat .This shows some 
tension in the Christian faith: We live in a broken world with an enemy who hates God 
and His people. But We also serve an all-powerful loving God who has the power to heal 
and miraculously. But also works all things for the good of those who love him – even our 
pain and suffering. God is committed to us. 
ii) Jesus is the only one who could be entitled. He is God. Heaven is His home; earth is 
His footstool. Yet He gave everything and came to earth to serve and to die so that we 
could have abundant life. We, who deserve nothing, get all the benefits. 
Questions: 
1. Share a difficult situation you are going through? We all have them, whether it’s a 

stressful work situation, kids who are rebellious, broken relationships,  sickness, 
financial hardship, or event a long commute to work. Now, really look at your 
situation and find things to be thankful for in the middle of it. What are God’s gifts 
to you, that are right there in the middle of your hardship? 

2. How does serving others bring us joy and abundant life? Testify about some 
experiences serving and how it changed your heart. How did it affect your view of 
God and other people? 

Prayer: Father God, You are the provider of all good things and all that we need. Thank 
You for working all things together for our good, Lord Jesus. Help us, Holy Spirit to see 
and search out every good thing. In Jesus name, Amen. 


