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Text: Revelation 13:16-14:5 
 
NOTES: 
A. Introduction: 

1. Two pathways: 
a. The way of the Lamb. 
b. The way of the anti-Lamb. 

2. As we read, we consider three questions: 
a. What does this passage say about Jesus? 
b. What did the passage mean for its original audience? 
c. What does it mean for us today? 

3. We are aware of two kinds of power: 
a. Hard power: When it’s against the law to worship or follow God and doing so could cost us something, e.g. our lives: Daniel in 

the O.T. 
b. Soft power: When pressure is subtle to move away from outspoken faith in God and Jesus and join in one’s society and its way 

of viewing life. Pastor Jason: “It’s a soft subtle power that lulls us to sleep. Before we know it, we’re marked by the way of the 
dragon.” 

B. The pathway of the Lamb – Rev. 14:1-5 
1. Throne (Rev. 14:3). There we see the Lamb. 
2. Purpose: To give life to the fullest; to declare His glory on the earth; to be worshipped.  
3. Mark: God’s name is written on the foreheads of the 144,000 “redeemed from the earth.” 

a. 144,000 is not a literal number but symbolic of a really large number.  
b. 144,000 = 10 x 10 x 10 x 12 x 12. The number 10 means something big, 10 repeated three times means something really big. 12 

could signify the 12 tribes and the 12 apostles, signifying both old and new testaments. 
4. Results: Pastor Jason: “In a culture that’s going to squeeze us into the alternatives, followers of Jesus are meant to follow a 

countercultural way, the way of the Lamb.” 
a. Peace in the midst of violence; community instead of isolation; compassion not power; truth instead of lies; consistency instead 

of compromise as we do the right thing even when it’s costly; mercy instead of judgment. 
b. The mystery of this pathway is that we find victory through the way of the Lamb. Jesus conquered death by laying down His life. 

Pastor Jason: “Be very cautious when people speculate about the church finding power through anti-Lamb ways. We need to 
ask: ‘Is this the way of the Lamb?’” 

C. The pathway of the Dragon (Beast) – Rev. 13:16-18 
1. Throne (Rev. 13:11-15):  

a. Two thrones: government power and religious power. The governing system demands allegiance, the religious philosophical 
systems reinforce the beast’s power.  

b. Pastor Jason: “Don’t go around looking for the beast. Many things on earth can become beastly when they steal praise from 
God (political power, lifestyle, possessions, products etc.).” 

2. Purpose: Satan’s purpose (personified here as the dragon and the beasts) is always to teal worship from ‘god. 
3. Mark: The dragon’s (beasts’) flowers receive the Mark of the Beast on their right hand or forehead (Rev. 13:16,17). 

a. The number 666: many meanings / interpretations have been brought forward over the years. E.g. this was Nero. 
b. If 7 is the number of completeness, 6 is incomplete and 666 is incomplete emphasized. The way of the dragon (beast) is never 

enough, never satisfies, incomplete, always falling short. 
4. Result: Those who don’t have the mark of the beast excluded form commerce—trade, work, even family. 

a. This text forces us to stop separating worship from our actions. It demands that worship find its way into speech, work, everyday 
actions.  

b. In conclusion, Pastor Jason read 1 John 2:15-17 as a blessing over us. 
DISCUSSION: 
1. What three questions did Pastor Jason suggest we ask ourselves as we read through Revelation? Why might the order in which we consider 
these things be significant? What is the difference between hard and soft power? Does our society exert hard power on us to abandon our faith in 
Jesus and the Bible? In what ways? How does it exert soft power?  
 
2. Discuss the throne, the purpose, the mark and the results of traveling the pathway of the Lamb. How might following this way affect: our behaviour 
and performance at work, interactions within our families, our popularity and acceptance by society? How do we find and get on this pathway? 
 
3. Discuss the throne, purpose, mark, and results of following the dragon (beasts’) pathway. What did this mean for Paul’s readers? What does it 
mean for us? How do we get on this pathway? How do we get off it? How might legitimate things in our lives become “beastly”?  
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, please open our eyes to the two pathways described in Revelation 13 & 14. Help us to see where we have allowed the hard and soft 
pressures of society to steer us onto the beast’s pathway. May we learn to discern and do Your will in all aspects of our lives and to love You above 
all.  We want to live unashamedly with Your name written large on us. Amen.  


