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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. Our view of God shapes everything including how we view ourselves and others. 
2. A theme that runs through the Bible is family and the family of God. We’re adopted – Ephesians 1:4,5; called “children of God” – 1 John 

3:1,2, Romans 8:16; “household” – Galatians 6:9-10; in the early church, one’s family in faith became one’s literal family – Acts 2:44-47.  
3. Today our culture is individualistic: “me and my few.”  

a. But loneliness is on the rise. 
b. Thus, the message of the family of God is relevant because division and racial tension is on the minds of our neighbours.  

B. We (the family of God) have something to say and something to show: 
1. Say: God created everyone and everyone has value. 

a. We pray to our heavenly Father who is approachable. 
b. We are unconditionally accepted in Christ. 
c. All our needs are met in Christ so we can live generously. 

2. Show: We are a diverse family, yet brothers and sisters. 
a. Look around. God might want to show you that you’re part of a family. In the room are some disconnected, feeling unloved. The 

good news is that in the church you have a family where you’re loved and accepted.  
b. God wants to expand your view of family. It’s not just our physical family, which we may idolize and put on a pedestal. 
c. Approach the reality of the family of God with faith. Pastor Jason B: “Approach the family of God with faith. With God it’s 

possible to see there’s family outside my family; there are people in life to care for and that care for us.” 
d. Jason experienced this firsthand at the London Alpha Conference when a non-English-speaking Catholic priest and Ukrainian 

nun recognized & hugged him as family. 
e. Our church does this already, caring for new moms and the sick with food.  

C. We have an obligation and an opportunity: 
1. Obligation (obligation is not too strong a word—anything less misses the point, at least as understood by early Christians): don’t grow 

weary in well-doing. If someone suffers, find a way to serve them.  
a. Paul gave Timothy detailed instructions of how to handle the needs of widows – 1 Timothy 5:3-16. It shows they were intentional 

so as not to ignore the problem.  
b. Do we understand our obligation to each other?  

i. E.g. 1: When a girl was kicked out of her home for accepting Christ, a CLA church family took her in. 
ii. E.g. 2: The testimony from the baptismal tank this a.m. included thanks for a bed that someone gave the woman being 

baptized.  
c. Reasons we might not respond as family: feel overwhelmed by the needs; idolize our own family; don’t see the need. Pastor 

Jason B: “We can ask God to open our eyes to the needs.” 
2. Opportunity: This is God’s plan for changing the world – John 13:34,35. 

a. When families function as they should, they bring light to their street. When we as the family of God function as we should, we 
bring light to the world. 

b. How will we do this: 
i. Repent (change of thinking that leads to action) from thinking of ourselves in a self-centered way to thinking as a 

member of God’s family. 
ii. Set one more seat at the table for a potential guest / family member.  
iii. Refuse to be overwhelmed but do the small act. I fulfill the need you’re aware of: feed one person, organize friends to 

buy someone a large item, like a bed or car; sometimes spend a life group night doing family instead of only studying 
about family.  

DISCUSSION 
1. Discuss how the concept of family runs through the Bible. How is our belief that we are part of God’s family and that He looks after us connected 
to our generosity?  

2. What is your view of family? Discuss the ways physical families and the family of God are similar. Jason said: “Approach the family of God with 
faith. With God it’s possible to see there’s family outside my family; there are people in life to care for, that care for us.” Why do we need faith and 
God’s help with this?  

3. What is our obligation to each other as members of God’s family? What are some reasons we don’t respond? What does “repent” mean? How can 
we repent from our self-centered, individualistic ways?  

4. How is the family of God His way of changing earth? What is one thing you can do this week to “set one more place at the table”? 

PRAYER 
Dear Father, thank You that we can call you Father. Please open our eyes to Your view of us as Your family and us as each other’s brothers and 
sisters. Help us to see other’s needs and find creative ways of filling them. May we have Your generous heart of love for the needy, lonely, and 
hurting people around us. Please show us how to make room for them at the family tables of our lives. Amen.  


