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NOTES: 
Interviews. Three men joined Pastor Derrick on stage. Each talked about his experience as a father, then highlighted  a 
current or upcoming opportunity for the men of CLA. 
 
Steve Nicholson: Steve is a father, grandfather, and CLA’s Missions pastor. Steve told of how his father left their home 
when he was a kid. This led to a broken difficult relationship with him which was restored (through forgiveness) years later 
when his dad re-entered his life. His dad became a Christian before he died.   
 Steve described his own parenting style as playful and permissive. He and his wife parented as a team. He 
emphasized the importance of family church attendance and participation. 
 Steve oversees our church’s mission trips and men’s activities like regular breakfasts and an annual retreat. He 
invited all men to get involved in these things. 
 
Andrew Meszaros:  Andrew is the father of three young-adult sons. Andrew remembers a father who was loving, patient, 
family-centered, and godly. Some priorities of his own parenting were to dedicate youngsters to God as children, love their 
mother, stay together as a couple, honor family, and celebrate life together.  
 Andrew spoke of the pressures that men face. They often find it hard to make friends and feel isolated. In the fall 
he will be leading a Monday night (7:30-9:30) meeting for men that will include worship, prayer, sharing, teaching and 
discussion. Men of all ages and life situations are invited. 
 
Jeremy den Ouden: Jeremy is the father of young children. He remembers his own father as modeling patience. In his 
own parenting he is emphasizing healthy, truthful communication even about heavy, difficult topics. 
 Jeremy is currently giving leadership to the 5-week Conquer Series at the church on Thursday nights. This DVD 
series addresses the sexual struggles men have and explores how to conquer sexual addiction (like addiction to 
pornography). Jeremy described the atmosphere in a Conquer group as accepting and loving with a big component of 
accountability. Men are invited to attend (began Thurs. June 16, & continues 7:00 p.m. Room C109).  View series 
introduction and video trailers online at: <https://conquerseries.com/>.  
 
Pastor’s devotional: 
A. Introduction. 

As Gordie Howe’s son’s eulogy illustrated (in it he listed many little things he had seen his father do, like picking 
up garbage): Kids watch their fathers. Fathers are important and worth celebrating.  

 
B. God—a good, good Father. 

1. Jesus turned the Old Testament concept of God on its head when He referred to God as “Abba,” a tender, 
intimate term like our word “Daddy.” 

2. Jesus told a story about a father that illustrated this – Luke 15:11-32. 
a. When the young son in the story says he’s going home to his father (Luke 15:18) Jesus’ audience would 

have expected a far different reaction from the father than what he gave (Luke 15:20).  
b. God is still that kind of father today. Pastor Derrick: “God loves you... Today Abba Father is calling to 

you son, daughter, come home.” 
c. Just as we love our children without them doing anything for us, God loves us. Nothing we can do will get 

Him to love us more. 
 
MINISTRY: 
1. Have you been on a mission trip, attended a men’s breakfast or the retreat in the last while? How have you (or the men 
you know) benefited from these things? Share your experiences. How might you get more men involved? 
 
2. Why do men often feel isolated? How have you or the men you know dealt with loneliness and making friends? What 
might the upcoming Monday night men’s meeting contribute in this department?  
 
3. Sexual addiction, especially to pornography, has become a huge problem even within the church. The Conquer DVD 
series has been developed to get men to look at and start dealing with it from a Christian perspective. What is your 
awareness of and experience with this issue? What do you think of the church getting involved in this way?  
 
4. In what ways was Jesus’ relationship with God a new installment in the interaction between God and mankind? What 
does Jesus’ parable about the Prodigal Son teach us about God and our relationship with Him? 
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Father, thank You for being a good, good Father who loves us no matter what we do and how we act. Help us to 
respond to Your love as we would to the love of a caring earthly father. Teach us how to be children that delight You. 
Amen.   


