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NOTES: 
A. Introduction. 

1. Instafam Series talks to the different types of families in the church and also to the church as a family. 
2. Family life is often messy & chaotic. Mentorship—the partnership of the younger and older generations—can fit into the messy, chaotic 

context of the family. 
3. In the church it’s a relationship of interdependence: The younger generation needs the older for wisdom and experience. The older 

generation needs the younger. Pastor Jaden: “The youth are the engine of today’s church and may well be the conduits of the revival we 
are seeking.” 

B. Bible example—a priest mentors a boy – 1 Samuel 3:1-10. 
1. Samuel was the prayed-for son of Elkanah & Hannah. Hannah promised to give her son to the Lord and kept her promise when he was 

weaned (at about 4 years old), returning him to Shiloh and the care of Eli. 
2. Eli, the high priest, had sons who were openly disobedient & wicked. He failed to discipline them or rein them in.  
3. This was the setting in which Eli mentored Samuel. In this story, we see three principles of mentorship. 

D. Mentorship LIES with you. 
1. The high priest Eli had an active role in mentoring Samuel. But mentorship doesn’t lie just on the shoulders of pastors or other called to 

pastoral ministry. 
2. Example of the Bamboo Curtain – China 1949-1976.  

a. In 1949 Chairman Mao killed top church leaders, imprisoned & tortured secondary leaders, and nationalized church buildings. 
b. In 1976 when the Bamboo Curtain lifted, the church wasn’t dead but had grown from 2 to 60-80 million all without official 

leadership, defying all expectations. The membership had taken on the role of leadership by mentoring succeeding generations.  
3. Mentorship is not someone else’s job or the job of the pastor. It is not an option but the responsibility of everyone.  

a. The older generation of parents & grandparents have experience & wisdom that differs from Pastors Derrick, Mike, Doug.  
b. Pastor Jaden: “As the church family shoulders mentorship, the church leverages growth in the younger generation in a well-

rounded way.” 
E. Mentorship WORKS with a limp. 

1. Like Eli, we’re also flawed. Though he failed with his sons, he actively invested in Samuel. 
2. Older generation—perfection is not a prerequisite for mentorship. Pastor Jaden: “For some mentorship will be the vehicle God uses to 

redeem some of your past messes.” 
3. Eli’s imperfect priesthood pointed to the need for a perfect priest, a Messiah. Pastor Jaden: “You don’t have to occupy the place of the 

perfect Christ in someone’s life. You are meant to be an imperfect signpost to Jesus.” 
4. Youth:  

a. Don’t look for a perfect mentor. You don’t need perfection but experience—someone with both successes and failures.  
b. Don’t overlook your parents. When Jaden’s dad spoke wisely to him, God’s voice countered his surprise with: “Your dad was 

always speaking; you were never listening. 
F. Mentorship LENGTHENS your reach. 

1. Eli helped Samuel hear God’s voice. Samuel took that ability into the rest of his life. E.g. in 1 Samuel 16 Samuel heard God’s voice for 
himself as he fulfilled God’s assignment of anointing Israel’s next king (1 Samuel 16:7, 12). 

2. Through mentorship your impact is leveraged and will live on past your lifetime. You will have had a hand not only in the past 80 years of 
CLA but in its future 80 years.  

3. Youth: you can start from scratch or stand on the shoulders of those who went before you. 
4. A school teacher invested in the life of bad boy Howie. Her positive influence turned around the life of theologian Dr. Howard Hendricks.  

DISCUSSION: 
1. What is your experience with mentorship? Who has mentored you? What form did that mentorship take? Who have you or are you mentoring? 
How does that play out in everyday life? 

2. What aspects of your life might make you think you’re disqualified from becoming someone’s mentor? What do you think Jaden meant by the 
statement: “For some, mentorship will be the vehicle God uses to redeem some of your past messes”? 

3. How did Eli mentor Samuel? How did his investment in Samuel’s life lengthen his reach? Share mentorship stories from your own life and reading. 

4. Discuss how you would go about finding a mentor or becoming someone’s mentor. 

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, thank You for our human families and our church family. Please open the eyes of the older generation to those who need and are open 
to mentoring. Open the eyes of the younger generation to potential mentors. May we at CLA become an organism of interdependence in training and 
love as we teach and learn from one another. Amen.  


