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NOTES 
A. Introduction and Review: 

1. Revelation is an unveiling—seeing God as we’ve never seen Him before & understanding the role of the church. We live on this side of the 
curtain but see behind it. 

2. Don’t be preoccupied with Revelation’s 666 but all its 7s (churches, seals, bowls of wrath, trumpets). 
3. The trinity (Father, Son & Holy Spirit) is engrained in the church. 
4. In Revelation, we see Satan’s counterfeit. Pastor Derrick: “Everything that is pure and beautiful from God experiences a counterfeit.” 

B. Counterfeit and Parody: 
1. Counterfeit: Something that is the exact imitation of what is deeply valuable and important with the intent to deceive or defraud. 
2. Parody: The imitation of a style of a particular entity with deliberate exaggeration for wit and comedy. 
3. Examples in Revelation: 

a. One of the Four Horses of the Apocalypse is white—a parody of Jesus riding on a white horse (Rev. 6:2; cf. Rev. 19:11-16).  
b. A woman drinking blood from a chalice is a counterfeit communion – Rev. 17:3-6.  

C. Counterfeit Trinity – Revelation 12 & 13: 
1. The Dragon: The false trinity starts with Satan himself – Revelation 12. 

a. Jesus: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” – Luke 10:18. 
b. Satan didn’t disappear when cast out of heaven but appeared on earth identified as the serpent, the devil, and Satan – Rev. 

12:7-9. 
c. The dragon encounters the Son (John’s Christmas story) – Rev. 12 
d. The dragon’s goal is to defeat the woman’s offspring which is the church of Jesus Christ. Pastor Derrick: “You are in the scope 

of the enemy’s fire. He hates your guts. If not for the protection of Jesus, you’d be dead right now.” 
e. The enemy wants to control our minds, thinking, priorities, lifestyle, and use us to bring abuse to the family of God. 
f. We are warned about this enemy by Peter (1 Peter 5:8,9) and told how to resist him by Paul (Eph. 6:10-18). 
g. Like the old commercials of the cool, cigarette-smoking Marlboro Man sought to lure us into the deadly activity of smoking 

cigarettes, so Satan’s lies and exaggerations lead us into bondage and destruction. Pastor Derrick: “Don’t buy into the lie that 
there is no enemy, no evil, and that life is just about you.” 

2. The Beast of the Sea (Revelation 13:1-10): 
a. The “beast” is almost always government (7 heads, 10 horns, 10 crowns). The beast’s power is given to it by Satan.  
b. Healing of the beast’s wound causes the world to be amazed and follow. 
c. Christians face this beast of government with patient endurance and faithfulness (Rev. 13:10). 
d. The government as a beast reappears in every generation: e.g. Rome, Nazism, Communism, Islam. Pastor Derrick: “When you 

kill one, another rises. You just can’t kill the beast.” 
3. The Beast of the Earth (Rev. 13:11-18) also called the False Prophet (Rev. 19:20): 

a. Who will help the beast? Religion will. 
b. This beast has two horns like a lamb but speaks like a dragon – Rev. 13:11. 
c. The readers in John’s time would have recognized in this the rising cult of emperor worship.  
d. Pastor Derrick: “Don’t be surprised that religion causes havoc. I am not here to call you to a religion but a relationship with 

Jesus Christ. There is a real God who loves you, Jesus who saves, and the Holy Spirit who ushers you into truth.” 
D. Our response: 

1. We can defy the culture by being faithful to God and by being witnesses. 
2. The best way to deal with counterfeit is to know the real thing. 

DISCUSSION: 
1. Who is Satan? What is his story (as told in Luke 10:18; Genesis 3:1-15; Matthew 4:1-11; Revelation 12:7-9 and other Bible passages you might 
bring in)? What is his purpose? How is he seeking to accomplish it? 

2. The three parts of the counterfeit trinity are Satan, the beast of the sea, and the beast of the earth (false prophet). Discuss the beast of the earth 
as human government. Is all human government evil? What about passages like Romans 13:1-7? Discuss the beast of the earth (false prophet) as 
religion. How can we say that the Christian faith is an exception to the beast-of-the-earth religions? 

3. When might we be required to defy government? Which Bible characters defied government and what was their fate? How can we tell the 
difference between religion that is genuine and counterfeit? Share ways that you personally get to know the “real thing” as it relates to how you 
conduct your life (establish priorities, obey government, practice your faith). 

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, please forgive us for times we have aligned ourselves with the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. Forgive us for aligning with 
culture rather than Your kingdom. Where sin is keeping us from You, we repent. Please forgive us. Help us to study and immerse ourselves in the 
truth of Your word so we will recognize and run from evil and find our security and hope for the future in You. Amen. 


