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NOTES 
A. Introduction and review 

1. Revelation lifts our eyes to what is going on behind the curtain, where we see Jesus as we’ve never seen Him before.  
2. Jesus is the first and the last, the Alpha and the Omega. In Rev: 1, Jesus tells us not to fear.  

a. Revelation 2 and 3: Jesus is standing in the midst of the seven churches and He has a message for them, just like He has a 
message for CLA today. 

b. Revelation 4, 5 and 6:  We see God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the Throne room of the universe. We learn that Jesus has 
the authority to break open the Scroll of history and mystery.  

B. Measuring the temple, and the two witnesses. 
1. In the first two verses of Rev. 11, John enters the vision for the first time, as a participant. He is instructed to measure the temple of God. At 

the time this was written, the temple in Jerusalem had already been destroyed. Pastor Derrick: “I want to remind you that as New 
Testament believers, those who follow Jesus, you are filled with the Spirit of God and you are the temple of the Holy Spirit.” So, it seems 
John was asked to take our measurements. In essence: “How are the Christians doing?” 

2. Inside the temple, worship is safe. But outside, witness is risky and we are hemmed in on all sides. Rev. 11:2 says outside the temple 
courts, the holy city will be trampled on for 42 months. Then, in Rev. 11:3,4, God says “I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1260 days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the 
earth.” If anyone tries to harm these witnesses, they will be devoured by fire. 

a. Acts 1:8 – “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” 

b. The two olive trees and two lampstands look like the ones mentioned in Zechariah 4. 
c. Descriptions of the two witnesses in Rev. 11: 5,6 remind us of Elijah and Moses. 
d. We aren’t told exactly who the two witnesses are. But we do know they are the people of God, followers of Christ. You and me.  

C. Great difficulties for the witnesses. 
1. Things get very difficult for the witnesses in Rev. 11:7-10. When they have finished their testimony, the beast (the enemy) comes up from 

the abyss, attacks, overcomes and kills them. For three and a half days, people will gaze upon their dead bodies and gloat. Inhabitants of 
the earth will celebrate because they hated the witnesses. This is important at the time of Revelation, because the early Church was about 
to undergo four significant persecutions.  

a. The first: Persecution during the time of the Book of Acts and the Church leaves Jerusalem. 
b. The second: Nero comes to power, a crazy man who literally burns Christians at his garden parties.  
c. The third: When Constantine brought Christianity to Rome, Christianity flourished. This caused an emperor in the eastern 

countries of Syria, Iran and Iraq to set out to eradicate Christianity, in worry Constantine would use it to come to power there. 
d. The fourth: In North Africa, Islam spread by sword, not by word. The great North African Church was slain. 

2. Rev. 11:11,12 – Slain by the beast, it seems like all is lost and the Church is dead. Then, after three and a half days, the breath of God 
comes into the witnesses and they will step to their feet and be taken to heaven in great glory. The breath of God brings life. 

  D. The Breath of God – That which was once dead will be brought to life. 
1. The two witnesses remind us that God’s work is in us and through us, and very much alive. Pastor Derrick: “God says it’s not over, it’s not 

dead. Because behind the curtain, I am breath, and I am life, and I am the expert at bringing that which seems dead to life.” 
a. Genesis 2: God brought Adam and Eve to life through His breath. 
b. Ezekial 37: God brought the dry bones to life with His breath. 

2. Pastor Derrick told us a story of the young Christian man in Communist Laos, where Christianity was banned. The young man was getting 
baptized inside an apartment in the underground Church. He was wanted to invite his father, who was a Communist General. Despite 
worry and anxiety over this, the young man took courage and invited his father. The General, after seeing his son get baptized into life in 
Christ, said: “What I thought we had killed, is very much alive.” 

3. Today, God wants to breathe life into that which you thought was dead. Mothers, fathers, grandparents who have been praying for your 
children, do not give up! God is working on your situation behind the scenes. He will breathe life on the dry bones in our lives. 

DISCUSSION: 

1. Pastor Derrick says: “The New Testament is all about you and I being witnesses of God’s love and God’s compassion.” Share ways you have 
been a witness, or share an opportunity in your family or neighbourhood where you would like to be a witness.  
2. When the beast overcomes and kills the witnesses, it looks like all is lost. But three and a half days later, God breathes life into the witnesses! Has 
there been a time in your life when God breathed life into what you thought was lost? A time when God gave life to your long-time prayers, your 
agonizing wait? Share your “breath of life” story with your group.  
3. We are God’s witnesses, and we know that can be risky business. Pray for one another who feel hemmed in and persecuted in their witness. 
Whether it be in our families, our friendships, or our work places, pray that God’s very breath would bring life to these situations.  

PRAYER: Lord God, you are the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and the Omega. We are so glad that you are on the throne Jesus, and that all is 
not lost. Thank you for bringing what was dead into the fullness of life! We look to you, we cry out to you, and we welcome you into our most difficult 
situations as witnesses. Give us fresh strength and joy as we wait for that which seems dead to be brought to life by your breath! In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  


