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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. Pastor Debbie: “Of all the ministries, being a mom and our ministry to our family is the most important we have.” 
a. Mothers are great leaders in the church and workplace. But first God calls us to lead in the home. 
b. Debbie was thrilled when her son phoned her while on a S. Africa mission trip and told of a Holy Spirit-initiated conversation with 

a stranger that ended in the man accepting Christ. Pastor Debbie: “All the accolades, awards, degrees, promotions have never 
compared to the joy of that phone call.” 

2. The culture is lying when it says our identity and success is in the size of our office, paycheque, title.  
a. Pastor Debbie: “A mother’s office may be a dinner table, folding laundry, or a mini-van.”  
b. If you’re a woman in the workplace, there’s nothing our world needs more than smart, intelligent, wise, Jesus-loving women in 

the board room, making decisions. 
3. Our identity comes from our relationship with God – Ephesians 3:16-19. 
4. We have been handpicked by God for this season and time. We are responsible to use our gifts for God’s glory. 

B. Ruth – an ordinary woman who became extraordinary. 
1. Background: Ruth 1:1-5 

a. Elimelech, Naomi, and sons move from Bethlehem to Moab to escape from famine. The sons marry Moabite women. Though 
near Bethlehem physically, Moab is a far country spiritually: idolatrous, immoral, people sacrificed their children to idol Molech.  

b. The three men die. Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem. Daughters-in-law Orpah and Ruth accompany her.  
c. We see, in Ruth, three things that change an ordinary woman into an extraordinary one. 

2. Determination: 
a. Naomi urges Ruth & Orpah to return to Moab. Orpah does, Ruth refuses. She is determined to stay with Naomi – Ruth 1:16,17. 

Pastor Debbie: “That is Ruth’s conversion moment.” 
b. Ruth leaves much behind: family, friends, religion of her upbringing. Her desire for Israel’s God is greater. Does our desire align 

with our determination? 
3. Perseverance:  

a. Naomi tries to persuade Ruth to return to Moab three times (Ruth 1:8,11,15). Similarly, when we desire to get closer to Jesus, we 
may run into opposition. Sometimes we’re opposed by the people we think will be most supportive. Pastor Debbie: 
“Perseverance is the ability to keep going despite what people say.” 

b. Pastor Debbie: “If God has given you a dream He has equipped you with the tools and everything you need to move forward.” 
i. We need to avoid jealousy & slander when we see others moving forward in their giftings. 
ii. Rather, we need the teamwork attitude of the Edmonton Oilers who, after a recent win, each player interviewed 

minimized his own role and credited the good play of others on the team. 
c. Persevere through various kinds of opposition: 

i. To become mature – James 1:1,2. Maturity doesn’t come through what you know but through perseverance. 
ii. In the hard seasons of life, combine perseverance with prayer and grow closer to God.  

4. Courage: 
a. Ruth’s story continues with her overcoming any fears she may have had. She takes the advice of Naomi and ends up in Boaz’s 

field. He eventually marries her and they have a son, Obed, who is an ancestor of Jesus – Ruth 4:13-17; Matthew 1:2-17. 
b. There are many women of courage in our closer history: Aimee Semple MacPherson and Jennie Gaglardi & Laurene Drury who 

began CLA - see <www.clachurch.com/our-story> 
c. Pastor Debbie: “There is no one so ordinary that God can’t redeem for His purpose.” 

DISCUSSION: 
1. Pastor Debbie said: “A mother’s office may be a dinner table, folding laundry or a minivan.” What did she mean by that? What is the experience 
(men and women) of “office” in your life? How has it changed over the years? How has it stayed the same? 

2. What does our society say gives women (and people in general) identity, worth, and purpose? How does that change when Christ enters a life? 

3. What was Ruth determined to do? For what things do you need determination?  

4. What is perseverance? From whom did Ruth’s greatest opposition come? When have you experienced opposition from unexpected people? What 
does perseverance accomplish in our lives? 

5. What does Ruth’s courage (combined with her determination and perseverance) result in? How might God use these qualities in our lives to 
change us from ordinary to extraordinary? 

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, thank You that we are all created for Your plans and purposes. You have put passions, desires, and dreams into each one of us. We 
come against fears, insecurities, and the tendency to compare. You have called us and want to use us to enhance Your glory. Please fill us with 
determination, perseverance, and courage this week. Amen. 


