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NOTES 
A. How it all began – Acts 1:1-11 

1. Acts 1:1 – Acts was written by Luke who also wrote Luke’s Gospel. 
a. Called “Acts of the Apostles” but could be called “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” 
b. To Theophilus, a real person, to continue the story of what Jesus said and taught in Luke. It began with and continued through 

the disciples and continues in us.  
c. Luke’s gospel contains things not found in the other gospels (e.g. details of the Christmas story) and ends with Christ’s 

ascension; Acts begins with Christ’s ascension.  
2. Acts 1:3 – 40 Days 

a. Forty is a Biblical symbol of new beginning: Israelites wandered for 40 years before entering the Promised Land; Jesus was 
tempted for 40 days, then began His ministry; CLA has been through two sets of 40 years and we anticipate a new beginning, 
ushered in with our mission statement: “Joining God in transforming our lives, neighbourhoods, nation and the world.” 

3. Acts 1:4 – Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
a. A stay in Jerusalem may have been uncomfortable (near persecution). Pastor Derrick: “Jesus wants you to be uncomfortable. 

You operate best in faith when you’re uncomfortable.” 
b. It would be a Holy Spirit baptism—soaking, saturating, drenching. Pastor Derrick: “Jesus wants you to get caught in the rain of 

the Spirit. You will be filled with power.” 
c. This is not salvation. We do receive the Holy Spirit at salvation. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is subsequent to salvation, and is 

an empowering for service and often accompanied by language, joy, worship, prophecy, spiritual gifts. 
4. Acts 1:6-11 – Jesus’ final words. 

a. Though the disciples didn’t understand what was happening, Jesus simply left them with the command in Acts 1:8, which is the 
thesis of the book: ‘You shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” 

b. The disciples go and this begins the church era. 
B. These beginnings relate to us: 

1. Christianity has two vital parts that must work together:  
a. The gospel and Acts; the work of Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit are both essential. Gordon Fee: “Whole segments 

of the church have forgotten about the work of the Holy Spirit. We need both life in Christ and life in the Spirit.” 
b. Christianity without Christ is awkward, unbalanced, can be filled with flesh, humanism, and other 21st century stuff. The Spirit 

anchors the reality of Christ.  
2. Final instructions are important: 

a. Just like our wills and last letters are our important last words, so Jesus’ instructions were weighty for the disciples and for us. 
b. Jesus said: i] “Wait.” Today there is much rushing; not enough waiting. ii] “… you must receive power” – imperative; you can’t 

do His work without this; “… you shall be My witnesses.” 
3. We need God’s empowering presence: 

a. The Spirit’s presence was on Jesus (Acts 1:2). Now it will be transferred to the disciples—to you and me. Pastor Derrick: “What 
rested on Jesus will now rest on you and me so we have the words, heart, capacity to do what He wants us to do. In the Gospels 
Jesus showed us the Spirit. Now the Spirit shows us Jesus.” 

b. We need to be available (an unclogged drain) for His unimpeded flow through us. 
4. This is the Kingdom life: The “Kingdom (of God, of Heaven) is Jesus’ coming: “Thy kingdom come”; is God’s rule and reign in our lives; is 

God transforming, bringing love, kindness, mercy and grace to us and through us.  
C. How the above relates to our proposed renovation: 

1. A remodeled Conference Hall gives us room to do programs simultaneously, to run Encounters, seminars, conferences, and prayer 
gatherings (while Recovery Church uses the sanctuary). 

2. We envision a time when people will come to CLA as to a modern Jerusalem upper room to receive Holy Spirit empowering. (E.g. 
Steinbach Southlands church, which is experiencing a modern revival. God impressed the pastor: “Get in touch with the Spirit.”) 

DISCUSSION 
1. Why do we need the Holy Spirit to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission? Are receiving the Holy Spirit and the baptism in the Holy Spirit one and the 
same, or different? Can you back up your answer with Scripture? Discuss within your group and share your personal experiences. 
2. What were Jesus’ final instructions to the disciples? How are you following these in your life? 
3. Pastor Derrick said: “In the Gospels Jesus showed us the Holy Spirit. Now the Holy Spirit shows us Jesus.” How is this so? Discuss. 
4. What is the Kingdom? How does our mission statement relate to kingdom life? What do you envision as your part in this? How might our proposed 
renovation further the Kingdom? 

PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit. May each one of us make our lives available for Your power to flow through us and so to transform 
us and those we touch with love, kindness, mercy, and grace. Jesus, we give ourselves and our church to the advancement of Your kingdom. Amen. 


