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NOTES 

A. Renovation in the heart of you-and-me: 
1. Jesus laid out His upside-down worldview in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5,6,7). Pastor Derrick: “This teaching is vital to 

understanding Jesus Christ. If you miss this teaching you miss Him.” 
2. Begins with the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-11). 

a. Pastor recounted an incident from his youth where he used his brother’s body as a springboard, to get out of river water. This is 
the opposite of what Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of God. It is others first, merciful, and gracious.  

b. “Blessed are the peacemakers” – Matthew 5:9. Like referees have the skates and authority to go into difficult hockey scenarios 
and make peace, we have been deputized by God to skate into difficult areas of life and be peacemakers. Sometimes, like 
hockey referees, this means we’ll get hit. 

B. Renovation in the heart of our souls:  
Pastor Derrick: “We are a people under construction, blessed by a walk with the Spirit of mercy and grace.” 

1. God uses the most difficult seasons of loss and mourning to teach us humility and dependency (Matthew 5:4).  
2. Jesus didn’t come to legislate ethics but to reform them (Matthew 5:21).  

a. “Do not commit adultery” becomes “Don’t look at a woman to lust after her” – Matthew 5:27,28. 
b. “An eye for an eye” becomes “Do not resist an evil person” – Matthew 5:38-41. 
c. “Love your neighbour” becomes “Love your enemies, pray for those who mistreat you” – Matthew 5:43-48. 

3. Our relationships with God changes as we take the attitude of Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer – Matthew 6:5-15: 
a. No more showing off when we pray. 
b. God becomes “Father.” We go to Abba (Daddy) through Jesus’ powerful name.  
c. Our spiritual renovation means a change of priorities: “Your kingdom and will, not mine.” 
d. We forgive people.  

C. Renovation in the heart of the larger community: 
1. Renovation touches us so we can impact the world (be like salt and a city on a hill – Matthew 5:13,14).  
2. Pastor’s experience with church / community involvement. 

a. During the 2003 Kelowna fire, Pastor Derrick volunteered his West Kelowna church (Emmanuel Church) for rescue and support. 
b. Some years later when fire threatened west Kelowna, city officials turned to Emmanuel Church and used it as a command post 

for all of West Kelowna. Pastor Derrick: “We are the light of the world with the gospel, good deeds, compassion, always ready to 
offer ourselves.” 

3. Pastor’s vision for CLA: 
a. CLA has been at the heart of Langley for 80 years with Canada Day celebrations, bus ministry, Boxes of Love etc. Crises 

continue, are many (including homelessness and fentanyl), and we want to continue to be at the heart of Langley.  
b. Proposed building renovations include building a soundproof wall between the “gym” and sanctuary so two programs can go on 

simultaneously for use by the church and others. 
c. Adding a generator to CLA so we can be powered and running whatever happens in the weather and the community. 
d. We want to be prepared to welcome Langley in a time of need, tragedy, emergency.  

DISCUSSION: 
1. How are Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount upside-down to how we would expect life to work? Why are they so challenging to live out? 
How are we enabled to live by this new standard? What has been your experience of beatitude living? Have you ever been a peacemaker? Share 
your experiences. 

2. How did Jesus reform the Old Testament commandments? What did Jesus model in the Lord’s Prayer about our relationship with God? How does 
God renovate us? 

3. What do Jesus’ metaphors of “salt” and “light” (Matthew 5:13,14) imply about our impact on the world as Jesus’ disciples? How has CLA been a 
“city on a hill” in the past? Discuss how the proposed renovations could expand ministry and community impact.  

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, help us to be good stewards of the personal and corporate blessings You have showered on us. We need You to continue to renovate 
us in our relationship with You and others. Help us to discern Your will regarding the physical renovations to our building and to go forward in faith 
and generosity. Amen.  


