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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. God created earth good, planted a garden in it, created man & gave him dominion to rule and reign. But when Adam & Eve sinned, the enemy 
Satan came in partnership with mankind and obtained Earth’s keys. Jesus at the cross redeemed mankind and delivered earth’s keys back to 
God, who delegates kingdom authority to the redeemed ones.  

2. There are two realities—the seen and unseen. Pastor Mike showed a chart with three intersecting circles: Heaven, Earth, Hell.  
a. Heaven is the domain of the Father, Son & Spirit, a place of light, life, liberty & love. 
b. Earth is our seen reality; it will someday house the New Jerusalem. 
c. Hell is the domain of Satan and Self, a place of darkness, death, bondage & fear. 

3. Revelation 4&5 shows us scenes of the heavenly reality.  
B. Revelation 4&5 overview: 

1. The Old Testament is depicted in Revelation 4; New Testament in Revelation 5. 
2. God the Father, son and Spirit are found in Revelation 4&5.  
3. The last verses in Revelation 3 have a closed door. Revelation 4 begins with an open door. 

C. Revelation 4 – An Open Door to Heaven 
1. John sees a throne – reassuring because anarchy doesn’t rule, there is a throne. 
2. The One on the throne is not the emperor. God is seated on the throne, not absent, pacing, wringing hands but peaceful; He has a plan. 
3. What do these things mean:  24 Elders = 12 Tribes and 12 Apostles; crowns of gold = authority & power positions; glassy sea = God has 

calmed the sea which was a symbol for storms, confusion, fear; four creatures = four types of creation (eagle – birds; ox – domesticated animals; 
lion – wild animals; man – mankind); 24 Elders laying crowns before the throne = God is praised, not the emperor. 

D. Revelation 5 – A Sealed Scroll 
1. Scroll = the whole of human history, the answer to its mysteries of ups and downs, wars, evil, sickness, death, hunger. 
2. No one can open this sealed scroll and John weeps. 
3. One elder: “Do not weep. Behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah…” – Rev. 5:6. 
4. John turns to look, expecting to see a powerful lion but instead sees a slaughtered lamb – Rev. 5:6. 

a. Lamb = “little lamb,” vulnerable, pure, valuable, slaughtered but alive because of the resurrection. Pastor Mike: “God opens the curtain. 
Here I am. You were expecting a lion but I am a lamb.” 

b. The Lamb triumphed by taking the world’s hurt onto Himself and surrendering His life to death. 
c. The Lamb is in the middle of God’s throne. Pastor Mike: “If you want to know what God is like, look at the Lamb.” See Hebrews 1:1-3. 

5. As the Lamb takes the scroll to open it, worship erupts in heaven, led by the four living creatures and 24 Elders who hold golden bowls of incense 
(the saints’ prayers) – Rev. 5:8. 

E. Bringing Revelation 4 & 5 into our lives. 
1. Words: Words move between heaven and earth.  

a. The Bible comes from the heavenly realm. We read words of scripture and they change the earth realm. 
b. We pray and God hears our prayers. 
c. We minister—grab reality from heaven’s realm and speak it into the earth realm. Pastor Mike: “As a gathering of kings, queens and 

priests before God we are searching heaven’s reality for what could happen on earth.” 
2. Witness: The Spirit’s presence in the early church as seen in Revelation was a demonstration of God’s priority on earth and would have 

encouraged them to witness. God’s priority is earth’s lost ones.  
3. Worship: Is the natural and appropriate response: 

a. Worship is not just singing but how we love and serve. 
b. However, heavenly worship has a lot of singing so sing, whether you have a good voice or not. Pastor Mike: “If you think God gave you 

a bad voice, make Him listen to it.” 
i. Heavenly worshipers sang a new song; sing what’s on your heart to God. 
ii. They sang with loud voices. 
iii. They fell down in worship. Worship is not about our dignity or appearance.  
iv. When we worship with passion and volume it inspires more worship. Worship builds. By the end of Rev. 5 all creation is 

worshiping – Rev. 5:13. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. How did Pastor Mike explain the realms of the seen & unseen? How was the graphic he used helpful to you? Have you ever experienced the unseen 
realities of heaven, of hell? Share your stories. 
 
2. What are some Old Testament references in Revelation 5. Who are heaven’s citizens that John sees in this chapter? What is their attitude toward God? 
 
3. What is the significance of the scroll in Revelation 5? What was John’s big disappointment? What was his big surprise? How do the citizens of heaven 
respond to the Lamb taking the scroll? 
 
4. What words pass between heaven and earth and what is their significance? Whose presence encouraged the early church’s (and our) witness? What 
does Revelation 5 teach us about worship? 
 
PRAYER:  
Dear Father, we are fascinated by this glimpse into Heaven. Help us to participate in its activity by using our words, our witness, and by giving You our 
varied and voiced uninhibited and extravagant worship. Amen.  


