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NOTES 
A. Introduction and Review 

1. Rule 1: In interpreting Revelation we ask: “What did this letter mean to the original audience?” 
a. Through that we come to secondary meanings & applications for our time. 
b. “Revelation” means apocalupsis or unveiling. 
c. The series is called “Behind the Curtain” because it alerts us to what is going on behind the curtain of everyday life. Decisions 

based on life’s trials, joys, details have the wrong basis. Pastor Derrick: “This book pulls back the curtain so we can make 
decisions in front of the curtain based on what’s behind the curtain.” 

d. What Job is to the suffering person, Revelation is to the persecuted church.  
2. Revelation is a genre (apocalyptic literature) that most resembles the modern political cartoon. 
3. Revelation is also prophecy—a word from God at any point in our lives. Approach the eschatological (predictions about end times) 

interpretation of Revelation with humility.  
4. Two important words in Revelation:  

a. Thlipsis:  pressure; Christians in every era face pressure / crushing. 
b. Wrath: Christians will not experience the wrath of God.  

5. Revelation is written in a way that was current for the early church (Revelation 2 & 3), along with flashbacks (Revelation 12) and flash-
forwards (Revelation 20 & 21).  

B. Revelation 2&3: Jesus in the Midst of the Church: 
(The order of the letters to the seven churches is the order in which they would have been delivered.) 

1. It’s all about Jesus—here we see Jesus amongst the churches. 
a. Pastor Derrick: “When Christians gather, it’s about Jesus.” 
b. First and foremost, Revelation is about Jesus. 

2. Affirmation 
a. Letters to the churches start with an affirmation. E.g. Ephesus is applauded for deeds, hard work, and perseverance – Rev. 2:2. 
b. Jesus stands beside us, in the midst of us with encouraging words. 
c. Encouragement is a good place for us so start in our interactions with our spouse, children, friends, colleagues. 

3. Warning 
a. Pastor Derrick: “Don’t be surprised when God’s word has an edge to it. His word is there for correction, reproof, training in 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).  
b. Listen and respond: Do as the early churches were to do: “He who has an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches” Rev. 2:11 (repeated throughout Rev. 2&3 at the end of the letters). 
c. External attack: 

i. Smyrna – Rev. 2:8-11: was warned about coming suffering and their need to prepare to be faithful.  
ii. All seven churches were facing external attacks and our church will too.  
iii. Modern example: Hurricane Katrina attacking New Orleans. N.O. had built levees to keep out the water. When those 

levees were breached, large areas flooded. 
iv. Pastor Derrick: “We live in a culture with an enemy that hates us. We need spiritual levees built on the word of God, 

church, worship, etc.” 
d. Internal attack: 

i. Thyratira – Rev. 2:18-29: was being attacked from within by a Jezebel-figure (Rev. 2:20). They let something in. 
ii. So did Laodicea in that they’d grown lukewarm – Rev. 3:15.  
iii. The internal attack reminds us of the story of the Trojan Horse (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojan_Horse). 
iv. We suffer internal attacks from our culture. What we watch in our living rooms seeps into our family, our worldview, our 

heart. 
4. Promise 

a. Each letter ends with a promise. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Go through the seven letters (Rev. 2&3) and list the things Jesus affirmed in the churches. Which church was not affirmed/ Which of these 
affirmations would Jesus speak to you? What encouragement do you find in them? 
 
2. The letters contain warnings about two types of attacks. Describe each type and list some modern examples. How can we prepare for these 
attacks? Pastor talked about strengthening our spiritual levees. How would you do that? 
 
3. Go through the seven churches listing the promises Jesus gave to each. Which promises particularly resonate with you? Why? 
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You that You still walk amongst us and in the church. Help us to be encouraged by Your affirmations and to take to heart Your 
warnings. Help us to shore up our spiritual levees against external and internal attacks. Strengthen our hope and faith in the promises given to those 
who persevere and overcome. Amen.  


