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NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. People are puzzled by the mystery of death and fear it. 
2. The story of Easter and the resurrection can take away those fears. 
3. Jesus begins to solve the mystery of death and introduces the concept of eternal life: 

a. At the death and raising of Lazarus He said: “I am the resurrection and the life…” John 11:25. 
b. In Jesus we have forgiveness, abundant life, eternal life. 
c. Pastor Derrick: “Before Easter occurred, Jesus told us there was life beyond the grave, and that He was the solution and 

answer. It comes together as He resolves the mystery of death by His death and resurrection.” 
4. One account of the Resurrection is in Luke 24:1-6 
5. Four reasons to believe in the resurrection of Jesus: 

a. Jesus continues to change lives today. 
b. The tomb was empty. 
c. The transformation of the disciples. E.g. Peter, went from denying Jesus in front of a servant girl, to preaching powerfully 

and with boldness – see Acts 10.  
d. The documents we read—the Gospels and Epistles written shortly after Jesus’ death and resurrection by those close to 

the events. 
 
B. Easter is for everyone 

1. Easter is for you and me. The love expressed through Jesus is for all. 
2. In Acts 10 where Peter preached to Gentile Cornelius and his family, he plainly declared that what Jesus did is for every race and 

nationality; God has no favourites – Acts 10:35-43.  
3. Peter’s sermon contains the message of the early church—a summary of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and what it means for 

mankind. 
4. Pastor Derrick: “This all happened because Jesus appeared on our planet to reverse the curse of Adam. What Adam could not do, 

Jesus did—took the world’s sin. Three days later He rose again. He was our substitute. We should have died for our sin. Now we 
open our hearts to Him and are forgiven; we rise again. The same Spirit who lived in Christ now lives in us…this was the core of 
who they (early church) were and has to be the core of who we are as well.” 

 
C. Easter is your story 

1. You no longer have to fear what is beyond this life. 
2. When you accept His offer of new life, you go through a metamorphosis like the caterpillar becomes a butterfly. 
3. Pastor Derrick: “The monarch butterfly can fly 5000 km. It can fly about it all. When we have the Spirit, we rise and have a whole 

new perspective. We join Jesus on a mission—the mission He gave His disciples.” 
 
D. Jesus commanded us to preach this good news – Acts 10:42 

1. We’re on assignment—His mission to be lived. 
2. We all live once, then face evaluation day.  Pastor Derrick: “At that day God is looking for the blood of the Son over your heart, the 

forgiveness of Christ in your life. That is all that will matter.” 
 
DISCUSSION 
1. How has Jesus’ resurrection affected your view of death? What do Jesus’ statements at the death and raising of Lazarus (John 11) add to 
our understanding of death? Do you believe Jesus was really raised from the dead (Luke 24:1-6)? Why? 
 
2. Who is the resurrection (and Easter) for? Why might this have been a novel thought to Peter’s audience and any Jewish people present 
(Acts 10)? What is the core message of the church? Where and how does the resurrection fit into it? 
 
3. How does the belief in Jesus’ resurrection change the meaning, purpose, and mission of life? How has Jesus brought metamorphosis to 
your life? Share your stories. What do you think of when you hear “evaluation day”? What will be evaluated on that day (find passages in the 
Bible to back up your answers).  
 
PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to earth to take the death penalty our sins deserved. That You rose again and conquered death gives us 
the hope of abundant life now and eternal life beyond the grave. Thank you! Please change us from the inside by Your Spirit and help us 
become anointed and effective in spreading this good news to those whom our lives touch. Amen.  
 


