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NOTES: 

A. Hope 
1. The angel said to the women who had come to attend to Jesus’ body: “Why do you seek the living among the 

dead? He is not here, but is risen!” – Luke 24:5,6. 
2. We too can have hope because God is still at work. 

a. We have hope even in dark times. Last week a couple from CLA lost their son in a tragic accident. They 
grieve but not without hope because… 

b. Death is not the end. We have the hope of eternal life – 1 Thessalonians 4:13. 

B. Faith 
1. We trust in God, believe in Jesus who said: “I am the way, the truth and the life” – John 14:6. 
2. We have faith that He is at work, saves and delivers us from darkness and despair. Pastor Derrick: “One Easter 

when in a very dark time, I found myself at the back of a Lutheran Church. God deposited faith in my heart that 
day.” 

3. In faith, we trust Him and give Him our future. 

C. Life 
1. The life Jesus gives is “abundant life” full of meaning and purpose. 
2. This life changes everything. Pastor talked of his niece who has recently come to Christ and is in a one-year 

discipleship course. She says: “Christ has changed every part of my life.” This includes how she sees herself, her 
morality, priorities and career. Pastor Derrick: “Life in Christ changes everything.” 

(At this point in the service, Pastor challenged the congregation: “Do you need faith in Christ. Faith for salvation? Faith for 
your circumstances? Faith for your future?” He then prayed and gave people an opportunity to invite Jesus into their 
lives.) 

D. Baptism – Romans 6:3-5 
1. In water baptism, we enact the Easter themes of death (going down into the water) and resurrection (rising out of 

the water). 
2. In this act, we identify with what Christ went through (in His death and resurrection) and with other believers. 
3. We rise to new life and are children of God, joint heirs with Christ - Romans 8:16,17.  
4. Pastor invited any who had invited Christ into their lives during the prayer time and other believers who had not 

yet been baptized to respond and be baptized this Sunday morning. A total of 50 people were baptized in both 
morning services! 

DISCUSSION:  

1. How have you experienced the hope of the Christian life? Why can Christians have hope in the face of hard 
experiences and even death? 

2. What aspect of being a follower of Christ stretches your faith? When has your faith been strengthened? Share stories of 
God at work in your life.  

3. Pastor’s niece said: “Christ has changed every part of my life.” Have you found this to be true for you? Share your 
before and after stories. Are there areas in your life that are currently iffy? What changes may Christ be asking you to 
make? 

4. What does baptism signify? What was your reaction to Pastor’s invitation to new and old believers to be baptized on 
Sunday morning? Have you been baptized? Why or why not?  

PRAYER: 

Dear Jesus, thank You! Thank You for humbling Yourself to become one of us and then dying in our stead. Thank You for 
paying the penalty for our sins and defeating death. May our lives be full of hope and faith as we live life with You. Thank 
You for the act of baptism that illustrates our faith and identifies us with You and other believers. Help us this week to be 
sensitive to Your life in us when You, through the Holy Spirit, prompt us to leave old ways and live in new ways. Amen. 


