
The Response—Gather – 5 
Derrick Hamre 
April 9, 2017 
Text: Luke 19:28-40 

NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. This is the last message in a series based on our new mission statement: Joining God in transforming our 
lives, neighbourhoods, nation, and the world. 

2. We will accomplish this by: Gathering (because of Jesus and His resurrection); Growing (because of Christ in 
us); Serving (because of Christ’s sacrificial service); and Going (compelled by God’s love in and through us. 

3. Today we focus on Gathering. 
B. We gather to worship Jesus 

1. Jesus, riding into Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday (Luke 19:28-40) acknowledged that He was no ordinary 
person. This occasion was a turning point. The secrecy was lifted as He went from ‘Don’t tell anyone who I am,’ to 
‘Go ahead and worship Me.’ Jesus: “’I tell you the truth, if they keep quiet the stones will cry out’” – Luke 28:40.  

2. The worship of Jesus is central in Christianity.  
a. The wise men came to worship Jesus when He was a baby – Matthew 2:11. 
b. The Psalms and prophets predict worship.  Two passages commonly connected with Palm Sunday focus 

on worship: Psalm 118 & Zechariah 9:9. 
c. Worship is an activity of heaven – Revelation 5:12. When we worship we bring heaven into our midst. 
d. Our gathering to worship with its clapping, raising hands, kneeling etc. is not about us but about Him.  

3. Our souls become rekindled with Holy Spirit fire. Pastor told of a foreign student at the Bible college who was 
always cold. At a bonfire he stood as close to the flames as possible and accidently lit his clothes on fire. Pastor 
Derrick: “That’s what happens in church to our souls. We come into church chilled after a difficult week, crowd 
close to the flame of His Spirit, and He sets us alight with His fire.” 

C. We gather on Sunday because it is the day of resurrection. 
1. The Sabbath (one day of rest in seven) principle remains but Sabbath-(Saturday) keeping has been eclipsed by 

keeping the first day of the week (Sunday) to remember Jesus’ Resurrection – Luke 24:1-6.  
2. The resurrection of Jesus is the “first fruits” of our own future resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15:20-23.   
3. We gather to remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us as we take communion. 
4. Pastor Derrick: “Don’t treat Sunday like an ordinary day. It’s not a day to sleep in, for sports, leisure, worldly 

pursuit, selfish gratification, but to gather and worship. It’s the Lord’s Day. Make Sunday-keeping a spiritual 
discipline.” 

D. We gather because it’s beneficial to us – Hebrews 10:19-25 
1. We are not to forsake assembling together, not because Jesus needs it but because we need it – Hebrews 10:25. 
2. The curtain has been ripped in two and a new way is open for us to draw near to God – Hebrews 10:19,20. 
3. The blood of Christ has been shed so we have the hope we need to live – Hebrews 10:23. 
4. We gather to spur one another on to love and good deeds – Hebrews 10:24. Pastor likened Sunday to a break 

between rounds in a boxing match, when we get our cuts and bruises treated and encouragement spoken over us 
before entering the next round.  

DISCUSSION 
1. How was Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem a turning point in His ministry? What did He mean by what He said to 
the critical Pharisees in Luke 19:40? How is our worship of Jesus consistent with what the Bible teaches and shows about 
Him? 

2. Why do we gather on Sunday and not the Sabbath (Saturday) as is mandated in the Ten Commandments? How is 
Sunday different from other days of the week for you? Pastor suggested keeping Sunday as a spiritual discipline. Discuss 
what such a discipline might look like and some practical ways to begin it. 

3. What, about Christ’s death and resurrection, makes it possible for us to draw close to God and experience the hope we 
need for living (based on Hebrews 10:19-25)? What are some meaningful rituals, routines and encounters you have 
experienced when you have gathered with other believers? How did such gathering impact the rest of your week? People 
give lots of reasons for not attending church: “I’m not good enough; the church is full or hypocrites; I was hurt by the 
church; I’m too busy.” How might you extend the conversation about attending church in the face of such reasons for non-
attendance?  

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, with the Palm Sunday crowds, we acknowledge and worship You as our King. Help us to worship with 
sincerity, energy, and abandon, both at home and on Sunday when we gather with other Christians. Help us to be a true 
body, with each member doing its part to work, testify, encourage, and bless each other. May our church be a heaven-on-
earth oasis of worship, spiritual food, and encouragement. Amen. 


