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NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. Revelation has been a devotional reading “no-go zone” for many. But it’s doctrinally important book because it’s about Jesus & the church. 
2. Reading Revelation is like entering the land of Narnia (C.S. Lewis). Darrell Johnson: “Things are not as they seem; there is more to 

reality than meets the eye” (from his book on Revelation: Discipleship on the Edge). 
3. Everyday life happens in front of the curtain. Revelation is a look behind the curtain. A study of Revelation will help us make decisions in 

front of the curtain because of the reality of what’s behind the curtain. 
4. This book is a: 

a. “Revelation” of Jesus Christ – Rev. 1:1.  
i. Revelation = apocalypse: unveiling, disclosure. Pastor Derrick: “Revelation is not a crystal ball looking into the future. 

It’s a discipleship manual for the followers of Jesus Christ.” 
ii. Apocalyptic literature was a Bible time genre of literature full of symbolic items (numbers – 7, 10, 12; objects – 

candlesticks, dragons, beast, stars) which its readers would have understood. It would resemble today’s political 
cartoon. 

b. “Testimony” of the word of God - Rev. 1:2. 
c. Unveiling of Jesus as “witness.” Witness = martyr. Jesus is the first witness or martyr and many will follow. 
d. Exaltation of Jesus who has the appearance of God and is identified as the first and last and the eternal One.  
e. “Prophecy.” Prophecy = a word from God (not primarily a prediction of the future. For those who interpret Revelation as 

primarily a prophecy about end times [eschatology], Pastor advises “Walk humbly eschatologically”). Pastor Derrick: “What the 
book of Job is to the suffering the book of Revelation is to the persecuted.” Two frequent words: 

i. “Tribulation” (Rev. 1:9): pressure, Gk. thlipsis. Christians will face increasing pressure. 
ii. “Wrath”: Christians will not face the wrath of God – Romans 8:1. 

5. Revelation is about past, present and future.  
a. Pastor Derrick: “The book cannot mean something different to us than it did to the original audience.” 
b. The book contains flashbacks, the present, and flash-forwards (somewhat like the TV show Lost). We ask, what did it mean to its 

recipients, what does it mean for us, what does it mean for the future? 
6. Author and recipients: 

a. The Apostle John is the author. He wrote Revelation while exiled on Patmos, an Alcatraz-like island 40 miles from Ephesus. 
b. It is addressed to seven churches—Ephesus and six others nearby. Revelation is the longest NT letter. 

 
B. The Unveiling of Jesus Christ 

1. John describes Jesus as a High Priest (Revelation 1:13-16). The description reminds us of the writings of Daniel; the sounds of rushing 
water of Ezekiel.  

2. The resurrected Jesus is pure, brilliant, with penetrating eyes, holding the stars & galaxies, from his mouth comes a sword of judgment.  
3. John falls to the ground, as should we when beholding Jesus’ glory, majesty, and power. 
4. Note Jesus’ new “I am” statements – Revelation 1:17,18. 

 
C. Jesus is in the midst of the church 

1. As Jesus was in the midst of the lampstands in Revelation 1, so He is in the midst of the church today. 
2. He has the keys of death – Revelation 1:18. 

 
D. Do not fear 

1. Do fear the wrath of God over sin in your life. Pastor Derrick: “God is going to come against that spiritual cancer with the strongest 
chemotherapy invented. If there is sin in your life, it will bring wrath.” 

2. Do you fear tribulation, loss of rights, for the future of your family?  Pastor Derrick: “Jesus says ‘Stop it!’ Don’t be afraid because of what’s 
happening on this side of the curtain because I am alive on the other side of the curtain.” 

 
DISCUSSION: 
1. Who wrote Revelation. From where was it written? To whom was it addressed? Review the words pastor used to describe the book (apocalypse, 
testimony, witness, prophecy). Discuss what each means. 
2. How is Jesus described in Revelation 1? What are the “I am” statements of Jesus recorded in John’s gospel? What new “I am” statements are 
added here? 
3. In what way would the image of Jesus walking among the candlesticks (churches) have been a comfort to those receiving the letter? How is it a 
comfort to us? 
4. What are your fears about living in Canada’s post-Christian culture? What should we fear in relation to Jesus?  What should we not fear? Why?  
 
PRAYER: 
Father, we repent, confess, and turn from sin. Where we are stumbling because of fears over our society’s rejection of Christ and all that means, lift 
our fears. Replace them with peace and hope as we gaze at the unveiled pure, powerful, and eternal Christ. Amen.   


