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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. In Acts 26 Paul requested to appear before Caesar. Acts 27 finds him on that journey to Rome. 
2. On that trip, he experienced the enemy’s wrath. Pastor Derrick: “The enemy wanted to kill Paul because if you kill the messenger, don’t 

you also kill the message?” 
3. The enemy, Satan, the adversary who has no truth, who is the father of lies, is out to rob, kill, and destroy. This is not a flesh-and-blood 

enemy but the power of darkness – Ephesians 6:12. 
4. In Acts 27, we see three of Satan’s interferences in Paul’s life. 

B. A Storm (Acts 27:13-20) 
1. The writer, Luke, was with Paul on the journey (note “we” – Acts 27:1 and following). Lesson for us: When facing storms in life, don’t be a 

loner. Join a small group so you have Christian friends around you. 
2. The storm was strong and vicious – Acts 27:2-26. 

a. Absence of the sun, moon, and stars meant no navigation. 
b. In life’s storms, we need the “navigation” of God’s word, friends, godly advice, and to hear the voice of God and trust His 

sovereignty.  
3. Paul saw an angel and got encouragement from God Himself – Acts 27:21-26. 

a. Pastor Derrick: “In the storm God is exerting His sovereignty in our lives and circumstances” 
b. Sometimes the storm is of our making and sometimes not. Paul began his speech by telling the sailors they should have listened 

to him and thus could have avoided the story – Acts 27:21.   
c. Paul told the people to take heart. Pastor Derrick: “Sometimes we need the voices of others in our life to tell us that the storm is 

affecting us.” 
4. Pastor Derrick: “The storms of life are brought by God to bring us into places of awareness. Have faith in God; don’t be distracted by the 

enemy’s storms. God is moving you towards your destination even in the midst of the storm.” 
C. Shipwreck - Acts 27:26, 39-44 

1. Storms may be of our making but shipwrecks are not. 
2. Paul encourages the people to eat (Acts 27:33-34). Paul’s practical advice also applies to us in our storms. We need to eat, sleep, find 

spiritual shelter, take care of ourselves. Pastor Derrick: “If you get worn out you won’t be able to swim when you need to swim.” 
3. The ship wrecked. 

a. Non-swimmers had to grab onto ship planking to make it to shore. 
b. Pastor Derrick: “In the middle of a shipwreck, there will be planks in the water. Grab hold of what God gives you and swim to 

His destination of peace, joy, characters, development, and fruitfulness for His glory.” 
c. Some of these “planks” are prayer, journaling, exercising the spiritual disciplines. Don’t be passive in a shipwreck; seek counsel 

and support. 
D. Snake – Acts 28:1-6 

1. Paul, having landed on Malta’s shore, was at work gathering firewood when a viper attached itself to his hand. The islanders concluded he 
was evil and doomed to die but Paul shook off the viper unharmed. 

2. Our enemy Satan (who the viper symbolizes) attacks in many ways, such as from within, from our past, through areas of bondage, pride, 
bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, controlling spirits, mental and physical disorders caused by what we’ve allowed into our lives, confusion, 
perversion, depression, fear, infirmity, etc.  

3. Even when the enemy strikes, God is with us – Romans 8:28. 
4. On life’s journey, we will encounter the enemy, who wants to hinder us from reaching our destination. When Satan comes, do not give in. 

Shake off the snake and pursue the destiny God has for your life, family, and ministry – Romans 8:31. 
 
DISCUSSION 
1. What storms have you encountered, both natural and other (in your body, relational, intellectual, emotional, spiritual)? What caused them? Who 
were your companions in the storm and what was the impact of their company? Where did you find encouragement? Did the storm resolve? How? 
Share any current storms you’re in, then pray for and encourage each other. 
 
2. How does a shipwreck differ from a storm? What shipwrecks have you experienced? What planks helped you survive? 
 
3. Who is Satan? How does he attack? When have you experienced such attacks? Share your stories.  
 
4. What Bible verses sustain you when you are in storms, threatened by shipwreck, attacked by Satan? What encouragement and advice do you 
take into your daily life from pastor’s message about facing storms, shipwrecks, and Satan himself? 
 
PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You, that You are bigger than life’s storms, shipwrecks, and the enemy, Satan. Help us to persevere and conquer through the 
Holy Spirit within us as we pursue the destiny You have for us. Thank You that through Your sovereignty even these things work for our good and 
the good of Your Kingdom. Amen.  
 


