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NOTES 
A. Introduction. 

1. Review of our church’s mission statement: Joining God in transforming our lives, neighbourhoods, nation, and 
world. 

2. We fulfill this in four ways: Gather, Grow, Serve, Go. This week’s focus is on GROW. 

B. We grow through the presence of Christ in us – Colossians 1:27 
1. History of God revealing His presence with people. 

a. Moses:  
i. Asked for and received a promise of God’s presence – Exodus 33:13,14. 
ii. Moses’ face shone visibly after he had been with God so that he had to cover his face with a veil 

when he spoke with the people (Exodus 34:29-35).  
b. The Ark of the Covenant was a box above which God’s presence “dwelt.” It was so holy, it was kept 

behind a veil in the Holy of Holies room of the Tabernacle and temple. Only one priest was permitted into 
the Holy of Holies once a year.  

c. Veil torn at Jesus’ death: the temple veil (30 x 60 ft. x 4 in.) tore from top to bottom at Jesus’ death 
(Matthew 27:51) signifying a new era for people to experience God’s presence.  

2. After Jesus’ death God’s presence is available to all believers: 
a. Now all believers are temples of God’s Holy Spirit – 1 Cor. 6:19,20. 
b. Referring back to Moses and his face veiled because of God’s glory visible on it, Paul challenges 

Christians to reflect the glory of God as we view Him face to face – 2 Cor. 3:18 (see 2 Cor. 3:16-18 MSG).  
c. 180 times the Scriptures speak of Christ in us – e.g. Gal. 4:19. 
d. The ongoing work of the Spirit is that of forming Christ in us. He is in us complete, though we may hinder 

His working and the evidence of it. (Illustration: making a sandwich with boxing gloves or mittens or 
gloves—the same power is present within to do the job but the type of glove hinders its effectiveness, just 
as we in our humanness hinder the Spirit’s work in & through us.) 

e. We grow as we cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s work of forming Christ in us. 

C. We grow through others 
1. The only “not good” thing in creation was that man was alone (Gen. 2:18); we’re created to live in community. 
2. Just like plants (e.g. tomatoes) need support to enhance their fruitfulness, we need the support of others to help 

us grow. Pastor Mike: “When you rely on natural organic growth alone you miss out. Small groups and classes 
help you reach the point of a fruitful version of you. Are you intentionally connected to others? Are you growing 
through them?” 

D. We grow through our choices 
1. Jesus gave the disciples choices: 

a. To call to him from the boat in the storm – Mark 6:48-50. 
b. To spend more time with Him after traveling the Emmaus Road – Luke 24:28,29. 
c. To stick with Him when His teaching was controversial and impossible for them to understand – John 

5:51, 53-58.  
2. Similarly, we participate in the Christian faith by choice (it’s called the Christian faith, not the Christian 

understanding). Pastor Mike: “The Bible asks us to grow in understanding but it remains a journey of faith.” 
3. Do we have / are we cultivating a childlike eagerness to grow? 

DISCUSSION: 
1. Review the history of God’s presence with and in people. How are shining and veils involved? How is Christ formed in 
us? How are you aware of Christ in your life? When do you sense His nearness? 

2. Why is it important to live in community? Share your experiences of support and growth through the help of others. Do 
you think it’s important for your Christian growth that you are part of a community of believers? Why or why not? 

3. How did Jesus give His disciples choices while He was on earth? How are our choices and spiritual growth connected? 
What choices have you made (or will you make) that helped or hindered your spiritual growth? 

PRAYER: 
Dear Father, thank You for the rich history of Your presence among us humans. Help us to grow as Christ is formed in us 
through the work of the Holy Spirit. May we take advantage of each opportunity to grow through the presence and 
influence of others, aware that the everyday choices we make also have an impact on this. May we sense You with us 
24/7 this week. Amen. 


