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NOTES 
 
A. Introduction 

1. What do we mean when we say “Jesus is here?” 
2. Jesus is here, among us presently through the Holy Spirit – John 16:7. Pastor Derrick: “Jesus is here through the Holy Spirit who is 

our Advocate and Counselor. The Holy Spirit is God with the mind, mission, and passion of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is everywhere, 
active in people’s lives, bringing Jesus, so we can say Jesus is in our midst through the Holy Spirit.” 

3. We pattern our church now on what we see in the 1st century church, not what the church has become over succeeding generations.  
4. Last Sunday we saw that the Holy Spirit was present to heal in the early church. Today we look at the Holy Spirit’s presence in 

words and speech. 
 
B. The Greek word “apophthengomai” (Strong’s #669 - https://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/669.html) 

1. Lexicon definition: “To speak forth, pronounce. Not a word of everyday speech but one ‘belonging to dignified and elevated 
discourse’.”. 

2. Pastor Derrick: “Utterance under the anointing of the Spirit.” This word appears in the three passages we look at today. 
 
C. Acts 2:1-4: Unknown Tongues. The Spirit gives words of praise and prayer to speak in unknown tongues. 

1. The church gathered on the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Passover.  
2. Wind (Spirit) and fire (God’s presence) came, denoting a divine event.  
3. People began to speak in unknown languages (tongues) ”… as the Spirit gave them utterance” NAS (apophthengomai) – Acts 2:4.  
4. In the description of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12), Paul lists “tongues” and “interpretation of tongues” as spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 

12:10). 
5. Paul speaks of how the Spirit aids us in prayer / prays for us “with groanings which cannot be uttered” – Romans 8:26. Pastor 

Derrick: “The Spirit comes with the utterance of tongues. Such utterance is not a gift, just like our regular use of faith, knowledge, 
and wisdom are not necessarily spiritual gifts. So, use tongues daily, use them often, especially when you don’t know what to pray.” 

 
D. Acts 2:12-16: Words of Clarity, Wisdom and Understanding. Christ, through us, gives us the anointing to speak with clarity, wisdom 
and understanding. 

1. On the Day of Pentecost Peter “declared” NAS (apophthengomai) - Acts 2:14 words in the common language (Aramaic) the truth 
about Jesus and 3000 were converted to believe in Jesus (Acts 2:41).  

2. One of the Hebrew equivalents to apophthengomai means to prophesy (naba: Strong’s # 5012). Pastor Derrick: “When the Spirit 
comes, He comes with anointing, a prophetic word from you.” 

3. Pastor Derrick: “The most important conversations may be the ones you have with yourself and in prayer, when God rises in you 
and gives you a word for yourself.” 

4. God can come upon us in whatever role we play (parent, employee, student, etc.) with words that are perfect for the situation. 
5. Note how many of the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-19 are oral. 

 
E. Acts 26:24-29: Words of Truth. The Spirit cries through us and allows us to speak truth into our life circumstances. 

1. Paul:  I “utter” NAS (apophthengomai – Acts 26:25). 
2. Words of truth spoken in the common language were needed to speak to King Agrippa about his relationship with God. 
3. If we are running from God, God’s truth of love, mercy, and grace can set us free. 

 
DISCUSSION 
1. What happened in the early church on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given? How did the onlookers identify these 
“tongues” as miraculous? How are tongues to be manifested and experienced in a church (corporate) setting according to 1 Corinthians 12? 
What is the Bible basis for praying in tongues privately? Share your experience with tongues.  
 
2. Also on the Day of Pentecost, Peter spoke Holy Spirit-generated words in the common language. What were some characteristics of his 
message? What was the result of his sermon? Have you experienced God the Holy Spirit speaking to you during prayer? Have there been 
times when you sensed God speaking through you with wisdom, clarity, prophetically? Share your stories. 
 
3. What effect did Paul’s words have on Agrippa in Acts 26? Why is speaking God’s truth sometimes challenging and uncomfortable? How do 
we get the boldness to speak truth? When have words of truth convicted you? What did you do about it?  
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for sending Your Spirit to inform and enliven our speech. Help us to allow You to anoint our tongues for prayer and in 
speaking out the gospel with clarity, wisdom and truth. Amen.  


