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NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. CLA turns 80 this year. Though we can’t revitalize 80- or 90-year-old people, the church is constantly revitalized through the birth of 
youngsters and addition of new members. 

2. This year we’re planning to celebrate our 80th birthday by remembering the past and focusing on the future. 
3. In the last year, many within the church have met with a view to formulating a church mission statement for today and the future. 

B. Our new Mission Statement: “JOINING GOD IN TRANSFORMING OUR LIVES, NEIGHBOURHOODS, NATION, AND THE WORLD.” 
We will accomplish this by: 

1. Gathering: For 2000 years the church has gathered in many ways and places to pray, celebrate, worship, take communion. We 
carry on with that. 

2. Growing: In our individual relationship with Christ, understanding of the word, ministry and expression of our gifts. Growth is a 
lifelong pursuit because of Christ in us through His Holy Spirit. 

3. Serving: Because Jesus served: “He humbled Himself…” – Philippians 2:5-8.  
4. Going: We go in the Spirit’s power because Christ’s love compels us to go—to our families, friends, our sphere of influence, the 

world.  
5. Pastor sensed a confirmation of this mission statement (MS) at the recent District Conference when Elaine Gibson delivered a 

prophetic message which, in part, echoed some of the exact words of CLA’s new MS (listen to this week’s sermon online for word-
for-word quote).  

C. Our mission is rooted in Jesus and the miraculous – Luke 5:1-11: 
1. There are three miracles in Luke 5—the account of Jesus calling the disciples to kingdom work. 
2. We are on a mission with Jesus (fully God, fully man), who comes with power to transform our lives, our circumstances, and perform 

signs and wonders.  
3. Obedience often brings miraculous provision – Luke 5:4-7.  
4. Jesus’ words to Peter are His words to us: “Do not be afraid” – Luke 5:10.  

D. Three aspects of mission: 
1. Joining God: 

a. God has been at work in Langley before CLA was ever here. 
b. The church is not our work but His work. We come alongside to join Him in His thoughts, ideas, doing something 

extraordinary. 
c. Joining God is an invitation to meet God ourselves and to bring others.  

2. Transforming: 
a. God supernaturally intervened for the disciples and God is still involved in performing miracles and transforming lives. 
b. E.g. Alpha, youth mission trips, personal stories like pastor’s 57-year-old brother who, through a cancer diagnosis has 

returned to God and is now asking for and listening to Christian music. 
3. God transforms in all spheres of influence: 

a. Individual lives. 
b. Our neighbourhoods. Pastor Derrick: “Exegete your neighbourhood. Who is living in your sphere of influence?” E.g. invite 

neighbourhood kids to Easter Blast. 
c. Our nation and the world. E.g. Kevin Garratt (imprisoned for almost 800 days in China where, he said): “God needed to 

put light in a dark place.” Pastor Derrick: “The point is, we’re light in a dark world. We don’t get to decide where we’re 
planted.” 

DISCUSSION: 
1. What is our church’s newly formulated mission statement? What are four means by which it will be accomplished? Have group members 
discuss their personal experience with gathering, growing, serving, and going.  

2. Jesus’ ministry was full of miracles. What has been your experience with miracles—seen any? Been part of any? Jesus prefaced His 
invitation to Peter with “Do not be afraid” – Luke 5:10. What would Peter have feared? What are some of our fears re answering Jesus’ call? 

3. What is significant about the words “Joining God” in our MS? What has been your experience with transformation—of your own life; 
someone else’s life; a situation? What is the possible extent of God’s transforming presence? Pastor said: “We don’t get to decide where 
we’re planted.” What does that mean? 

PRAYER:  
Dear Father, help us as individuals and members of the CLA part of your church on earth, to buy into and make our own the mission of joining 
You in transforming our lives, neighbourhoods, nation and the world. Amen.  


