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NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. “At its core, the Cross is a sign of the patience of God. He has passed over our sins, rather than condemning us as we deserve” – Derek 
Rishmawy, Journey to the Cross devotional p. 33.  

2. In the journey to the cross, Jesus endured all kinds of suffering (Hebrews 12:2). Why? He saw through the cross to the hope and joy set 
before Him. Pastor Mike: “You and I are on the other side of the cross. This made the suffering worthwhile because people are worth it; 
people matter.” 

B. The Patience of God at work – 2 Peter 3:9 
1. God is both loving in endurance and actively waiting – 1 Corinthians 13 & 2 Peter 3:9. Pastor Mike: “God is capable of moving 

instantaneously and slowly. He is not rushed, panicked, frantic, or wringing His hands. God is patient.”  
2. When we think of God, we probably don’t picture Him with a watch or timepiece. 

a. Our worldview is to value time and task. 
b. In God’s Kingdom people matter more. 

3. God’s heart is for all people—not wanting any to perish. Pastor Mike: “God’s heart is for all people—your neighbours, co-workers, the 
cashier, drug dealer, politician liked and disliked.” 

4. God is patient to bring us to repentance. 
a. Repentance is a gift. How so? Pastor Mike related “repentance” to changing his mind about girls as a kid and about coming to 

like blue cheese as an adult. 
b. Repentance becomes a gift when we leave our sorry ways of seeing and doing things and align with new thoughts from God.  
c. God is patient with all humanity, wanting all people to come to repentance and God is patient with us to come to repentance. 

Pastor Mike: “If the world is to repent, perhaps one step ahead of that is for us followers of Christ to repent as well—to change 
our thinking about the lost and ourselves. Are we open for God to confront the way we’ve been thinking?” 

C. Readiness Sandals – Ephesians 6:13-18, specifically verse15.  
1. As Christ’s followers we’re delivering the Gospel, the desired outcome is Peace, and we prepare to do this by being ready.  
2. Ecclesiastes 11:4 paraphrased: If you obsess about conditions you won’t participate in harvest. 
3. John 4:1-42 – Jesus: “Now is the time for harvest; the harvest is ready.” 
4. Pastor Mike: “The harvest is more ready than you thought it was. You are more ready to participate in harvesting than you thought you 

were.” 
a. We may have opinions about which of our friends are ready to accept the Gospel. But we need to work in line with God’s 

thoughts (not wanting any to perish) and be indiscriminate in our witness.  
b. Who would have thought that the Samaritan woman was the key to Sychar’s salvation?  

5. Mike told stories of Daniel and Emily coming to Christ over a long period of time through relationship with their home group and reading the 
Bible. He recently met a young immigrant man through the Spirit-filled life class field trip, who is lonely and who has been invited to their 
home group. Pastor Mike: “People are always ready. We have to learn to walk with readiness to the receptive moment.” 

6. Pastor Mike: “This Easter season, have the faith of corn farmers and the patience of those who grow bamboo.” 
a. Scatter seed in expected places (rows) but also the unexpected, the ditches and margins. 
b. After planting, a certain type of bamboo takes 4 years to show any sign of life, then shoots up, growing 80 feet in a matter of 

weeks. Pastor Mike: “Faithfully water relationships and nourish with friendship, love, and words. God is at work building a 
framework. See how God has been patient with you and be patient with them.” 

 
DISCUSSION 
1. How does our worldview and God’s often differ? 
 
2. What does it mean to repent? How is repentance a gift? When may repentance be required about the way we view people and the possibility of 
them coming to God?  
 
3. What do Ecclesiastes 11:4 and John 4:1-42 teach us about harvest and about people’s readiness to come into the Kingdom of God?  
 
4. How does the Armour of God (Ephesians 6:13-18) help us in spreading the gospel?  
 
5. Discuss Mike’s statement: “The harvest is more ready than you thought it was; you are more ready to participate than you thought you were.” 
Share your stories to back up your thoughts. 
 
PRAYER 
Dear Father, thank You for Your patience that led to the cross, which has led to life, salvation and fellowship for us. We want the rest of the world to 
know this as well. Change our thinking about them and about ourselves. Please use us in significant, meaningful ways this week, this season, this 
year. Amen.  
 


