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NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. Acts is the book that links the gospels with the epistles (letters) of the New Testament. 
2. It’s not a sequel to the gospel stories but a continuation. Jesus: “I will build My church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it” 

(Matthew 16:18); “The Comforter will come to you” (John 16:7); Jesus, in Acts: “Wait for the promised Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:4). 
3. Acts is a historical book, written by Luke a physician and the only Gentile author of a Bible book. Pastor Derrick: “I wish Luke and Acts 

were back-to-back in the NT, so we could just keep on reading.” 
4. Current church traditions have developed from the influence of Constantine (4th century) who “… got his inspiration from Leviticus, leading 

to rituals that were not in the New Testament” – Pastor Derrick. 
5. Studying the book of Acts helps us to “stay in the appropriate lane… If Acts is left behind, we float into jurisdictions inappropriate and not 

beneficial to the church” – Pastor Derrick.  
B. Comparing the Acts church of the first century with what the church developed into in the 4th century and onwards.  

1. Lord’s Supper: a common meal vs. a ceremony. Pastor Derrick: “What is communion to us? A ritual and routine, or part of our worship 
of understanding Jesus?” 

2. Worship: participation vs. observation. 
3. Ministry: personal involvement in people’s lives vs. consumer.  
4. Leadership: gifted called servants vs. professionals. 
5. Gifts: widespread use vs. limited use. 
6. Empowerment: God’s power vs. human ability. 
7. Buildings: functional vs. sacred meeting places. Pastor Derrick: “There is nothing special about this room—we are the dwelling of the 

Holy Spirit.” 
8. Child / Youth Discipleship: parental responsibility vs. church responsibility (catechism).  
9. Bible study: doers of the word vs. hearers of the word. 
10. Evangelism: “Go” structures vs. “Come” structures.  

C. How Acts Mirrors Luke: 
1. Theophilus: Luke 1:3-4; Acts 1:1. 
2. Signs and wonders – Luke 2:9-13 (Jesus’ coming announced by angel choirs. Pastor Derrick: “When the kingdom of God enters earth, it 

comes with seismic shifts”); Acts 2:1-3. 
3. Baptism: Luke 3:21-22 (Jesus baptized); Acts 2:4 (Disciples to be baptized [drenched] in the Holy Spirit. Pastor Derrick: “The Acts 

reoccurrences of the baptism suggests this is a continuous process, a supernatural enablement so we can be best in any walk of life 
because we need this power.”) 

4. Mission: Luke 4:14-21; Acts 2:22-41 (Pastor Derrick: “Our mission is to bring transformation”). 
5. Lives changed: Luke 4:31-35; Acts 3:1-10. 
6. Price to pay in suffering and rejection: Luke 22:63; Acts 9:15-16.  
7. Luke: This is what Jesus did; Acts: this is what the church does. 

D. Goals for this series: 
1. Remind us that the local church is the hope of the world. It’s the way Jesus wanted it to be. 
2. Help us understand how we carry the message and work of Christ in the Spirit of Christ whatever our career or activity. 
3. Reinforce the fact that Jesus is in our midst and works through us when we gather on Sunday or in small groups. Pastor Derrick: “Jesus 

helped the early church grow beyond prejudice and limitations to touch all people with love. Even the pressure of the Roman Empire didn’t 
shut them down. He was with them and He is with us, whatever mountains we face.” 

 
DISCUSSION 
1. Share your experience with the book of Acts. What is your favourite story or account? What insights / learning have you gained from Acts in the 
past? 
 
2. Discuss the comparisons pastor listed of the church in the first century with how the church developed in the 4th century and on, in the ten 
categories named (Lord’s Supper, worship, ministry, leadership, gifts, empowerment, buildings, child / youth discipleship, Bible study, and 
evangelism). How has your experience of these things been predominantly 1st century or 4th+ century?  
 
3. Read and discuss the references in Luke and Acts which show how Acts mirrors Luke. Can you think of / find more similarities? What are some 
differences between the two books? 
 
4. Discuss what you are expecting to gain / learn / perhaps be disturbed by during this sermon series on Acts. 
 
PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You that Luke’s gospel was only the first part of Your story and that the Holy Spirit inspired him to continue it in the book of Acts. 
As we study this book, help us to not only hear its world-changing stories but allow the Holy Spirit who moved in them to move in us, enabling us to 
bring transformation to our world. Amen.  
 


