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NOTES 
A. Introduction. 

1. James 2 is a chapter that encourages not only talk but walking the talk of the Christian life. 
2. Paul versus James? There is no conflict. Paul starts with salvation. James is talking to second generation Christians that have been on this 

walk for a while and are asking, “What kind of faith is this?” 
3. Pastor Derrick: “Christians cannot be followers of Jesus Christ and act as they like. A transformed heart is going to embrace Christ’s 

priority, lifestyle, and mission.” 
4. Faith is like a muscle. It needs to be exercised. It’s not just for show but for work. Pastor Derrick: “We need to use Christianity’s muscle to 

do some good in the world.” 
5. James, the author:  

a. He was the earthly brother of Christ who didn’t believe in Jesus until after the resurrection. 
b. He became the leader of the Jerusalem church. After his conversion, Paul went to Jerusalem to see Peter and James (Galatians 

1:18,19).  
c. He had a practical faith because he was a pastor. He wrote James because he felt the 2nd and 3rd generation Christians were 

forgetting the heart and spirit of Jesus. He wanted them to exercise their spiritual muscles in remembering the poor and 
disenfranchised.  

B. FAITH: Trust, belief, confidence in God. 
C. There are different kinds of FAITH:  

1. Salvation Faith: In a moment of time we trust in Jesus—that He is the way, the truth and the life. We exercise faith for salvation when we 
recognize that our life needs a saviour, believe, and open our hearts to Jesus. 

2. Courageous Faith:  
a. Faith that is called to be bold, courageous and do something beyond one’s capabilities. 
b. E.g. The early judges: Othniel, Ehud, Deborah whose courageous faith had them going to war. Their faith + God’s providence = 

success.  
c. E.g. The early days of CLA when (40 years ago) the pastor and congregation marched down 56th Ave. in Langley from their old 

church site to the new site of present CLA.  
3. The Gift of Faith – 1 Corinthians 12:9: 

a. This is the faith to believe for something. 
b. It is not faith created by our words (Word-Faith movement) but a gift God has given to the church and individuals to see the 

fruition of His promises. 
4. Weak Faith: 

a. This is faith that struggles in life and circumstance. 
b. E.g. – the man who brought his son to Jesus and, when Jesus said the boy would be healed if the man believed, the man 

replied: “Help my unbelief” – Mark 9:23,24.  
5. Dead Faith: 

a. Faith is dead when there is no spiritual action, no gospel witness, prayer, belief, trust.  
b. It ignores the ethic Jesus taught and lives the way it likes.  

6. Vibrant Faith:  
a. This is a faith that intersects with life, is present in all our coming and going, gets involved. 
b. Pastor Derrick: “When we see faith in action, transformation takes place. 
c. What it looks like: doesn’t show favouritism, gives to the poor, loves one’s neighbour (James 2:1 ff.) 
d. A modern example – Kevin Bralovich story: Kevin heard that his former drug dealer had died. He felt he should get involved but 

hesitated until Jason Roberts encouraged him: “Why would you want to do that—have the opportunity to minister to all those 
drug people?” So, Kevin approached his old dealer’s sister, helped organize and spoke at the funeral (hosted at CLA). He met 
old friends, shared with 60 former drug acquaintances, and continues to have opportunities to interact with them.  

e. What vibrant faith looks like; 
i. A “Canadian” house—a drug rehab center in Russia (with its own heat supply versus the Comi-Condos where heat 

comes through pipes from a heat center miles away).  
ii. Daniel and Amanda—foster parents who urge others to get involved in fostering—desperately needed in B.C.  

DISCUSSION 
1. What does this statement mean: “Christians cannot be followers of Jesus and act as they like”? What changes might be obvious in a life 
transformed by Jesus? How is faith like a muscle? 
2. What is faith? Recall the time you exercised faith for salvation. Which Bible characters (besides the ones Pastor named) had courageous faith? 
What is the gift of faith? How are weak faith and dead faith different? Do you have your own vibrant faith story? Share your experiences. 

PRAYER 
Dear Father, thank You for James’ practical teaching about faith. Help us to exercise our faith muscle this week as we lead people to faith in You. 
Help us to trust You when our faith is weak, and to have the faith to respond with action to the opportunities to do good and share Jesus that come 
our way. Amen.  


