
The Jesus Mission 
Christo Emmanuel (visiting speaker from Chennai, India) 
February 26, 2017 

NOTES 
A. Introduction: 

1. Missions – what is it about? It’s not only for us to learn and know about but to engage in. 
2. It’s the reason we’re left here on earth after salvation. 
3. The church is here for a mission—The Jesus Mission. 

a. When Pastor Christo told his wife Sarah the title of his sermon she said, “It’s been done before.” 
b. Yes, indeed, for the last 2000 years it’s been done and should be done until Jesus comes again. 

Pastor Christo: “Let’s not think too much out of the box; it keeps us safe.” 
4. Has the church has lost its recognition that there’s a difference between Christ’s Great Commandment (to 

love your neighbour as yourself) and Christ’s Great Commission (to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel)?  

B. The Jesus Mission is all about people: 
1. Matthew 28:19,20; 1 Timothy 2:3,4; Revelation 7:9—all these scriptures have one thing in mind: people.  
2. John, the writer of Revelation, was a Jew who believed that God’s kingdom was for his culture and race. But 

God broke through, showing him a vision of all cultures and races in the Kingdom of God – Revelation 7:9.  
3. Jesus was the ultimate missionary in that He left heaven to come to earth. 

a. He broke stereotypes when He came. For He went not only to those we would expect Him to come 
to (the poor, sick, downtrodden) but also to the rich cheat & tax collector Zacchaeus – Luke 19;1,2. 

b. His mission priority was the lost.  
4. Pastor Christo: “When you believe God values all people, you are stepping into the Great Commission.” 

C. Generosity is the essence of the Jesus Mission: 
1. Jesus said to go, teach, mentor, guide, make disciples – Matthew 28:19.  He said: “Freely you have 

received, freely give” – Matthew 10:8.  
2. The Great Commission cannot be achieved without the generosity of Christian believers – John 3:16.  
3. Pastor Christo: “I am a product of the generosity of Christian Life Assembly.” Christo told of how he 

traveled from Vancouver to CLA to attend church, gave all his money in the offering, slept in the pews 
between services to stay all day. He remembers with gratitude CLA members who took him out for lunch and 
to their homes, provided funds for a plane ticket to India and for church improvements there. 

4. Pastor Christo: “Your generosity is remembered for time and eternity. … When you give to the work of God, 
you can see the seed but you can never measure the harvest. Only when you get to heaven will you 
understand the difference your generosity has made.” 

D. The call of the Jesus Mission is the preaching of the cross: 
1. The Great Commission without the cross is simply a mission. 
2. The message of the cross is meant to permeate culture like leaven permeates a lump of dough – Matthew 

13:33.  
a. Though it starts small, only a tiny amount is needed to start the process of change. 
b. The message of the cross effects changes from within. God changes us inside and it shows on the 

outside in our actions. 

DISCUSSION 
1. What is the Great Commandment? What is the Great Commission? How might people obey the Great 
Commandment and still ignore the Great Commission? Why is it important to remember God values all people—
even the ones who cut us off in traffic, hurt us, don’t agree with us?  

2. How has the generosity of others impacted your life? With what in your life do you find it most difficult to be 
generous? How was Jesus a model of generosity? What seed of generosity is God asking you to sow into the 
kingdom? 

3. What is the “preaching of the cross”? Why is it integral to the Great Commission? How has the preaching of the 
cross permeated and changed the culture of your life? How might it change the culture of Langley? Canada?  

PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, over 2000 years ago You sent us out to tell the news of what Your death, resurrection, and ascension 
means for each person who believes in and accepts You. Help us to stay on-task and not get distracted by the 
physical needs around us, just attending to them. Help us to keep spreading the good news of the gospel ourselves 
and supporting others who are on the same mission here and around the world. Amen. 


