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NOTES: 
A. Jesus and His purpose 

1. Jesus “steadfastly set His face to Jerusalem” – Luke 9:51. He knew going to Jerusalem (and all it implied) was necessary to fulfill His 
mission: Luke 19:10; 5:31,32; Mark 10:33-34,45; Luke 18:31-33. 

2. Many tried to stop Him: 
a. Satan tried to get Jesus to worship him on His 40-day wilderness temptation. 
b. Peter told Jesus to stop talking about death, to which Jesus replied: “Get behind me Satan.” 
c. At His transfiguration Peter suggested they stay on the mountain. Jesus: “Let’s go down and minister to the people.” 
d. James and John envisioned an earthly kingdom. Their mother asked, on their behalf, for honorable seats for her sons. 
e. Some Bible scholars interpret Judas’ betrayal as his way of physically keeping Jesus from going to the cross. 

3. There are also people and circumstances that will try to keep us from fulfilling our Kingdom of God mission and purpose. 
B. Jerusalem: the end and beginning of the gospel 

1. Jesus’ mission at Jerusalem cost Him everything. It was no light, thoughtless act. He prayed: “Take this cup away from Me” – Luke 22:42. 
2. Jerusalem was the end of Jesus’ mission. When He shouted “It is finished” God’s redemptive plan was fulfilled: Jesus had finished the 

work God gave Him to do, fulfilled His mission, done what He’d been sent to do. 
3. But Jerusalem was the starting point for the mission of the church – Luke 24:47.  

a. The church’s mission hasn’t changed. 
b. Every place is hard for the gospel. Pastor Brent: “There is no place on the planet—Langley, Toronto, Bangladesh, Africa, China

—that doesn’t face a spiritual battle for the gospel to advance. There is no easy place for the work of the Lord.” 
c. But God’s kingdom continues to advance: 

i. In Russia, the newly roofed church was burned down by enemies. But the work continues with 21 and 16 churches 
planted in recent years. 

ii. In Canada’s Arctic, churches planted by Glad Tidings in Vancouver are still active and flourishing today.  
C. Giving that always bears fruit 

1. When giving to the Kingdom of God, nothing is ever lost. Pastor Brent: “In spite of persecution, legislation, in the hardest most secular 
places, the gospel is advancing. Giving to God seed-planting will bear fruit. God the accountant keeps track… Only God knows and 
heaven will tell what your seed will grow into.” 

a. Chance the Rapper, a recent Grammy winner, sang “How Great is Our God” as part of his Grammy performance. Pastor Brent: 
“Who invested themselves into that young man?” 

b. Mike Pence—U.S. Vice President is a Christian. Who invested in him?  
c. Don Schellenberg, 40 years ago took the gospel to Philip Atticaria (sp?) who has launched a house church movement. 
d. “Happy” was once a Child Care Plus child sponsored for $29 a month. He is now overseeing a Village of Hope orphanage.  

2. There is resistance to our giving. Pastor Brent: “… all hell is trying to stop the progress of the gospel. All hell is trying to stop you from 
giving so that the ending of prophets, pastors, teachers, and evangelists will stop. If we can be convinced not to sow into sending, the 
work slows, the doors close.”  

3. The only money lost in God’s kingdom is that which is buried in the ground – Matthew 25:24-30.  
4. An appeal to those who would give to missions: 

a. To those who have not yet begun giving: Begin today. Missions giving is an offering above the tithe. Every amount matters. 
Become part of what is happening on the planet in a heart way. 

b. To consistent but fatigued givers: Remember your giving is never lost. It has and is making a difference. 
c. To those with the gift of giving: Ask God, “What would you have me give today to the local, national and international vision of 

the church?” 
DISCUSSION: 
1. What did going to Jerusalem mean to Jesus? Who tried to stop Him? What is your mission? What people and circumstances have tried to, or 
succeeded in distracting you from your mission?  

2. What is the church’s mission today? How is Jerusalem the starting point of that mission? How can we, who are on that mission, handle the 
difficulties, setbacks and obstacles?  

3. Pastor Brent shared several examples of high profile people who someone invested in with the Gospel in the past. Can you think of more 
examples? In what ways has someone else’s giving contributed to the advancement of the gospel in your life?  

4. What is the only money that’s ever lost in the Kingdom of God? We might ask ourselves: “Is some of that in my possession?” 

PRAYER 
Dear Jesus, thank You for setting Your face for Jerusalem and going through with Your mission. Please give us insights about our mission and 
willingness to focus our lives, including the money we make, on it. Amen. 


