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NOTES: 
A. Introduction 

1. A many-year relationship: 
a. Early in their marriage Alex & Helena Purshaga were asked to pastor a church in Moscow. This was to be a short-term 

assignment. They are still there today. 
b. They have an almost 25-year relationship with CLA that began when they hosted a mission team who shadowed them 24/7.  
c. From that visit grew friendships with Stan & Audrey Fitz, Doug Moody (Daystar teams), Pastor Brent, and CLA etc. 

2. In Russia there is opposition and persecution. They often feel helpless and alone but through these relationships they also feel supported 
and prayed for.  

B. What is our mission – John 20:19-21 
1. Do we live merely to make a living, live comfortably, care for our family, be good parents, grandparents? 
2. Pastor Purshaga: “Christianity today is pathetic compared to what Jesus died for. He saved us for a mission with eternal consequences. 

We focus on today; He focuses on tomorrow. We are concerned with this life’s things; God says to be concerned with heavenly things.” 
3. Life with God is a life of mission given by God, evaluated by God. 
4. Mission in the Bible: 

a. Abraham: was to change location, have faith, not live in a city but as a wandering stranger. 
b. Joseph: was to save the nation from famine with training in the pit and prison before he got to the palace. 
c. Jesus: sent out 35 mission teams on a training mission that became a lifestyle – Luke 10:1-12.  
d. Peter & John: took the opportunity to minister at the temple door. The lame man had been there for years. But once mission was 

on the disciples’ minds and hearts, they took this opportunity which led to many more. Pastor Purshaga: “Jesus used their lives 
for a needy world. Mission became their lifestyle.” 

5. Mission in Russia: 
a. Roman Purshaga (A&H’s son) took a cab home one day. He didn’t feel like talking to the Muslim driver but this thought came to 

him: “Maybe you will be the only Christian this man ever meets.” So he asked: “How can I pray for you to God? What are your 
needs?” This led to prayer. After prayer – Driver: “Oh, it is God. I feel something holy in this car.” Roman invited him to church. 

b. Helena’s father (also a pastor) prayed for deliverance for a man manifesting demonic activity in a dentist’s office. The demon left. 
C. Go despite opposition – Luke 10:3 

1. While it might be dangerous (Jesus sent them as “sheep among wolves” – Luke 10:3) we must still go. 
2. Moscow experience: 

a. Since 2000 the Moscow church has had much opposition. Their land has been confiscated, landlords have refused to rent public 
buildings to them, the old building they were renovating was burned down. 

b. At the time of the fire, a young Christian said to Pastor Purshaga: “The Lord didn’t like our roof. It was too small. Let’s make it 
bigger.” 

c. The work has continued despite opposition so that now they have a sanctuary twice the size (seats 700), a training college, a 
rehab center and have birthed many churches. Pastor Purshaga: “There comes a day when we reap what we sow: Isa. 62:8-9.” 

D. The mission of the church in our time 
1. Jesus: Preach the gospel everywhere – Luke 24:46-48; Acts 8:8. 
2. The sense of calling and urgency is missing from much of the church today. But how will people hear unless someone tells them – Romans 

10:14? Pastor Purshaga: “The devil cannot destroy us but he can cause us to be silent.” 
3. We need to examine ourselves over these things – 2 Corinthians 13:5. 
4. A memorable line spoken by a Chinese man to Hudson Taylor (missionary to China) is a question that should haunt us: “Why did you not 

come sooner?’ 
5. Are we “lost” Christians—those who have lost our vision, our holiness (prevented from being effective for God by sin in our lives), our 

burden for others’ souls, our love for others? Instead of being lost, may God find us faithful.  

DISCUSSION: 
1. Pastor Purshaga related how a 6-month assignment lasted many years and how their relationship with CLA began with their hospitality 

to a mission team. How has God led you through seemingly small decisions, the giving and receiving of hospitality, and other ordinary activities? 
2. What was Abraham’s mission? Joseph’s? The 35 teams Jesus sent out (Luke 10)? How would you describe your mission, generally and 

specifically. What is your mission field? What missionary stories can you tell? 
3. How did the Moscow church handle opposition? What opposition have you faced? How did you, or do you respond to it? 
4. What is the mission of the church in the 21st century? What are some ways we can be “lost” Christians? What one idea from Pastor 

Purshaga’s message will you take with you into this week?  

PRAYER:  
Dear Jesus, thank You for the life and admonition of Pastor Purshaga. Forgive us for being distracted, apathetic, and not taking seriously the mission 
You send us on. Many of us have been silenced by fear. We’ve lost our vision, burden, and love for others. Sin in our lives has clouded our judgment 
and robbed us of power. Please find us and set us again on the path of faithfulness. Amen.  


