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NOTES 
A. Introduction 

1. Today’s message, which began four years ago in Jason L.’s life as theory is now becoming reality as he’s about to move to San Francisco 
to plant a church.  

2. “Without faith it is impossible to please God” – Hebrews 11:6. When there is activity behind our theology God is blessed; it blesses God to 
see us live a life of faith.  

3. Though we may come by our risk-welcoming or risk-averse tendencies naturally, we should never become “domesticated” Christians who 
refuse to take risks in the big things God tells us to do. 

4. Jesus came to set us free from sin and to set us loose to live faith-filled lives of expanding the kingdom. Jason L.: “The greatest risk we 
can take is playing it safe and so risk dying never having lived.” 

B. Principles of faith from the story of Jonathan and his armor bearer (1 Samuel 14:1-23) 
1. Your faith affects your friends and your friends affect your faith. 

a. Jonathan’s armor bearer’s faith was built up by Jonathan, as Jonathan was encouraged by his AB’s willingness to go with him (1 
Samuel 14:1, 6-10). 

b. Cut the faithfully critical, non-believing friends out of your life and surround yourself with faith-filled people who come into 
agreement with your life’s faith promises. Jason L.: “Bad voices lead to bad choices.” 

c. Jason told a personal story of a friend’s discouraging words about San Francisco. Feeling defeated, he prayed for a word from 
God and in the middle of the message, the speaker directed encouragement to him.  

2. Faith is a decision, not an emotion. 
a. Jonathan and his armor bearer climbed the mountain and attacked the Philistines though nothing unusual or supernatural had 

occurred (except for getting the go-ahead signal that Jonathan had set – 1 Samuel 14:10,12).  
b. Here we have two men operating in “Perhaps the Lord…” – 1 Samuel 14:6 (NIV).  
c. Jason L.: “Be willing to look like a fool for God.” 

3. Because faith honors God, God honors faith. 
a. When Jonathan and his armor bearer stepped out in faith, God showed up in power – 1 Samuel 14:15. 
b. Our faith gets the attention of heaven. 

4. Faith is not about an outcome but about an outlook. 
a. What are you doing right now that demands utter dependence on God—that if God doesn’t show up, you’ll look like a fool (e.g. 

sell your business, write a book)? 
b. Jason’s friend, diagnosed with cancer and facing death, said: “I’m not promised life or that God is going to heal me. But I’ve 

discovered that as humans we always try to attach faith to an outcome, but it’s an outlook. I choose to believe. Perhaps the 
Lord…”  

c. This story of Jonathan going up against the Philistines also foreshadows Jesus, climbing the hill of Golgotha for us. There was 
an earthquake on that day too. Jesus won the victory by laying down His life for you and me.  

DISCUSSION 
1. Jason L. talked about a “domesticated” Christian. What is that? He mentioned that Christians young in the faith are often more willing to take risks 
than more mature Christians. Why might that be? How can we keep from becoming “domesticated”?  

2. How are faith and friends related? Can you recall a time your faith was impacted by someone’s words or attitude? What kind of a friend are you in 
building up or tearing down the faith of those around you? What can we do about friends who attack our faith?  

3. How was Jonathan’s decision to go up to attack the Philistines an act of faith? How do we make the decision to step out in faith even when there’s 
no sign that God will show up? 

4. How did God show up for Jonathan, the armor bearer, and all Israel?  

5. What does this statement mean: “Faith is not about an outcome but about an outlook”? What scriptural bases do we have for this attitude? (E.g. – 
Hebrews 11:6. Can you think of more verses? Here are a few for starters: John 6:28,29; 20:27; Ephesians 6:18; 1 John 6:1; James 1:5,6.) How might 
an outlook of faith evidence itself in what we say and do?  

PRAYER 
Dear Father, Thank You for this illustration of faith in action. Help us, no matter what our age or life situation, to live lives of practical faith, to be faith-
filled friends, and to continue to nurture a faith-filled outlook in every circumstance. Amen.  


