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NOTES 
A. Review and Introduction: 

1. Week 1 – Pastor Derrick introduced us to five generations & compared life in 20th century (living on land) vs. life in the 21st cent (on water). 
2. Week 2 – Pastor Mike stressed the importance of unity. 
3. Going forward:  

a. Let’s not misuse the information by cubby-holing members of a certain generation and letting our differences divide us, but rather help 
us understand each other across the generations. 

b. Each generation asks: Will the generation following me, carry on the faith that I have, not in a “I want to propagate my religion” sense 
but because we want our kids to have Jesus in their lives to flourish, vs. live in confusion, pain, bad decisions etc.  

B. Relay Race Metaphor 
1. In a relay race, there is a moment when the runner passes the baton on to the next runner. It is called the “transition zone.” 
2. Pastor Jason: “We are in a transition zone moment, in the church in Canada, of the Christian faith being passed from one generation to the next.” 
3. Statistics show a decline in church affiliation and rise in those who indicate “No religion” on census forms. 

a. Due to factors like the rise of post-modernism, which rejects absolute truth, faith in institutions, the meta-story.  
b. The perception of Christianity has changed so that the Bible and church are viewed not with skepticism but as something irrelevant 

even dangerous.  
4. Two crises in the church: 

a. Leadership gap. Retirement of Baby Boomer generation is leaving a huge gap in manpower. Pastor Jason: “Who will fill these spots? 
There aren’t enough young leaders ready to step in. A surplus of young leaders is needed.” 

b. We’re losing our youth. Statistics: 50% of High school youth who are now attending church will stop attending within four years of 
graduation. 

C. The Psalm 78 Solution – Psalm 78:1-8 
1. In this psalm Asaph helps the Israelites remember their story and reminds them to tell it to “…even the children yet to be born” so they can put 

their hope in God.  
2. How do we pray for the next generation to know God? 

a. That they would find more than a truth proposition. 
b. That they would come to know a person—Jesus—who said: “I am the way the truth and the life” (John 14:6).  Pastor Jason: “We pray 

that people would not just know the story but would know Jesus, not traditions, the way we did things but that they would know Him and 
put their hope in Him, a sure and certain hope beyond political power or money.” 

c. That in a life of obedience to God the next generation would know a life that is full and flourishing.  
D. How do we participate in the Transition Zone? 

1. Partner with parents and families: 
a. The most common factor for those not leaving faith is the faith seen and expressed by their parents. Parents are primary disciple-

makers. 
b. Jesus also taught about our spiritual family—the Christian moms, dads, grandparents, friends, coaches, teachers etc. who can 

influence children. Pastor Jason: “Young people need seven influencers.” 
c. As Christian families, let’s not compete with each other but help and encourage each other. Pastor Jason: “Before I preach, I pray, 

‘God, I need Your spirit; I need grace in the Holy Spirit to preach.’ There is also grace in the Holy Spirit to parent.” 
d. The difficult conversations about sex and faith should happen not once but many times in the home. 
e. The church has regular resource nights for parents of children and teens. 

2. Build a church for the next generation: 
a. The next generation does not want more lights and loud music but a welcoming, accepting, belonging, authentic, hospitable, and caring 

environment.  
b. Don’t be afraid of the questions they might ask. Pastor Jason: “God is not insecure, though we may be.” 

3. Empower the next generation to live on mission to their friends: 
a. Jason recalled specific adults who encouraged him as an “indigenous campus missionary” to his high school.  
b. His Grandpa said: “People often know what they’re doing wrong. They just need more air in their tires.” 

 
DISCUSSION: 
1. We have learned about the five generations in our church. What should we do with this information? Why do you care that the next generation knows and 
follows Jesus? 
 
2. What is the transition zone in a relay race? What current cultural factors challenge the passing of our faith baton to the next generation? What several 
crises does the 21st century church face? How have you experienced these? Share your experiences. 
 
3. What three ways did Pastor Jason list for how we can participate in our transition zone moment? Discuss and come up with practical things you can do to 
partner with families, make other generations than yours feel welcome at church, and empower the next generation for mission. 
 
PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, in the midst of changing times, we thank You for Your unchanging love. Have mercy on us and pour out Your Spirit on us. Posture our hearts in 
humility and preferring one another. Help us not to fumble or drop the baton of faith. Empower us to pass on our faith to the next generation. Amen. 


